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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO T H E 

R E A D E R, 

Prefixed to the French Edition. 

THE Heads of Self-examination 
for a King^ which we here 
prefent to the publick, is a genuine 
piece of the late M. de Fenelon, Arch- 
biihop of Cambray, that wa? actually 
printed in Holland, and defigned to 
have been added to the beautiful edi- 
tion of his Telemachus ; together with 
his Life, and a complete Catalogue of 
his works, drawn up by very good 
hands. But thefe pieces being then 
fuppreffcd by an oroer from the mini- 
ft^ of France, and fortunately ^^XVvw^ 
A a vci^A 



[iv] 
into the hands of the Bookf^lfer^ he 
judged it would be doing an injury to 
the publick, if he any longer kept 
from them fuch curious produdlions, 
more efpecially as they in fome degree 
complete the works of the illuflrious 
Author. 

The original, printed in Hollandj is 
in the Bookfeller's hands, readv to be 
produced in proof of what he has here 
advanced, in cafe any perfon fhall be 
deiirous of enquiring &rther into the 
truth of it. 
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Proper Heads 

OF 

SELF-EXAMINATION 

F O R A 

KING. 

NO one more earneftly defines, that 
you may live many years re- 
moved from the dangers infepa- 
rably attendant upon the exercife of 
the government than myfelf. I am 
led to dcfire it, through a zealous re- 
gard for the prefervation of his Maje- 
Ity's facred perfon, fo neceffary to his 
kingdom, and for the fafety of the 
Dauphin. I wifh it for the good of 
the publick in general, and for your 
own fake in particular ; as the greateft 
A3 tcC\^* 
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misfortune that could poffibly befal 
you, would bK to become the mafter of 
others, at an age, when you are as yet 
fo Iktle mafter of youriclf : it is requi- 
fite, however, to prepare you before- 
hand againft the dangers of a conditi- 
on, from which I pray God to keep 
you till you are far advanced in years. 
And the beft method of making a 
prince that fears God, and is well afFedl- 
ed towards religion, acquainted with 
this condition, is to lay before him pro- 
per heads of Self-examination upon the 
duties of kingly government ; and this 
is what I am now about to attempt. 

I. 

idbiiaion. Are you thoroughly ac- 
quainted with all the truths 
df the Chriftian religion ? You will be 
judged according to the Gofpel, in like 
manner as the leaft of your fubjcdls. 
Do you ftudy to learn your duty out of 
that divine law ? Would you fuflFer a 
magiftrate to judge the people daily in 
your name, without knowing your 

laws 
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laws and ordinances, which were to be 
the rule of his judgment ? And do you 
exped, that God will overlook your 
ignorance in his law, according to which 
he requires you to live, and to govern 
his people ? Do you read the Gofpel,. 
not through curioiity, but with an 
humble and tractable fpirit, ready to 
pradice what yoa read^ and difpoied to 
condemn yourfelf in all thofe things 
which that law (hall reprove in you ? 

U. 

Have you not given way to an ima- 
gination^ that the Goipel was not to be 
a fike rule for Kings^ as for their fub- 
jedls ; that their political capacity ex- 
empted them from being humble, juil^ 
fincere, mild, companionate^ and wil- 
ling to forgive injuries ? Has no loofe, 
corrupted ji flatterer, fuggefted to you, 
that kings ought to conduft therafelves 
towards their fubjedts by certain max- 
ims of haughtinefs, cmelty, and difll*- 
mulation, rifing above the common 
rules of juftice and humanity; and 
A 4 \v^\^ 



S Proper Heads 

have not you been too apt to yield to 
the fuggcftion ? 

III. 

Have you not fought out for coun- 
fellors of all forts, who have been moft 
difpofcd to flatter you in your notions, 
of ambition^ vanity, pride, w^antonnefs, 
and artifice ? And have you not yriih 
difficulty given ear to men of courage 
and difintereflednefs, who defiring no 
favours from you, nor dazzled with your 
greatnefs, would, with all due refpecft, 
have laid before you the -truths it be- 
came you to know, and oppofed your 
will in order to prevent your doing a- 
miTs ? 

IV. 

Have you not,' in the moft^fecret 
foldings of your heart, rejoiced at not 
feeing the good you had no defire to 
do, as it would have been too great a 
felf-denial to have purfued it ; and have 
you not fought for reafons to excufc the 
ill, to which your inclination has carried 
you ? 
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V. 

Have you neglccfted to afk of God 
in prayer, that he would enlighten your 
underftanding ? Have you defired of 
him in your prayers, the grace of pro- 
fiting by what you have read ? If you 
have negledled to pray to him, you 
have brought upon yourfelf the guilt of 
all the ignorances, wherein you have 
lived, and which the fpirit of prayer 
would have removed far from you. It is 
of little confequence to read eternal 
truths, if we pray not to obtain the gift 
of underftanding them aright. If you 
have not prayed as you ought, you 
have deferved to be left by God in 
darknefs, and to have the proper means 
of correcting your faults, and fulfilling 
of your duty, hid from you. Thus 
negligence, wearinefs, and wilful di- 
ftraftion in prayer, which are ufually 
confidered as the flighteft of all faults, 
are, notwithftanding, the real fourcc of 
that fatal blindnefs, wherein the mof^ 
part of Princes live. 

A 5 ^^' 
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VI. 

Have you chofen for the diredors 
of your confcicnce, men of the greatcft 
piety, courage, and undcrftanding j as 
the beft Generals are chofen to com- 
mand over armies in war, or the ableft 
Phyficians in cafe of ficknefs ? Have 
yott herein confulted with feveral per- 
fons, that the judgment of one might 
keep you from being influenced by the 
prejudices of another ; as the moft able 
and upright perfon m the world is al- 
ways liable to be prejudiced? Have 
you dreaded the inconveniencics of give- 
ing up yourfclf entirely to the diiftates 
of a Angle man ? Or, have you allow- 
ed the feveral perfons you iiave con- 
fulted with, the abfolute liberty of lay- 
ing before you, without referve, what>- 
ever you are in confcience obliged to 
perform ? 

VII. 

Have you taken pains to inftruft 
yourfelf in the laws, cuftoms, and u- 

fages 
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iages of your kingdom ? The King is 
the chief judge in his dominions : It is 
he who makes the laws ; and it is he 
who interprets them, when occafion 
requires it ; it is he who frequently paf- 
&th judgment in his council, according 
to the laws which himfelf has made, 
or which were eflablifhed before his 
acceffion to the throne : it is he who is 
to corred: all the other Judges : In a 
word, it is hisofHce to fuperintend the 
adminiftration of juftice during peace, 
as it is his to prefide at the head of an 
army in a time of war. And as war 
ought never to be engaged in but with 
regret, nor carried on farther than c;in 
poflibly be avoided, and always with 
a view to peace ; it follows, that the 
office of commanding over armies is 
but a tranfitory office, undertaken by 
conflraint,, and difagreeable to good 
kings;, whereas that of judging the 
people,, and keeping a watchful eye o- 
ver all the judges, is their natural, ef- 
feritiar,, ordinary funftion^ and infepa-^ 
rable from royalty. To judge well, is 
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to judge according to the laws : But in 
order to judge according to the laws, it is 
requifite to know them. Do you know 
them^ and are you able to fet right the 
judges, who are ignorant of them ? 
Are you well enough (killed in the 

{)rinciples of kw, to comprehend eafi- 
y what is right, when a matter is 
brought before you ? Are you able to 
diftinguifh amongft your counfellors, 
thofc who flatter you, from thofe who 
do not ; thofe who religioufly keep up 
to rules, from thofe who would wreft 
them in an arbitrary manner to their 
own views ? Do not fay, that you are 
guided by a plurality of voices ; for be- 
Jides that there are cafes, wherein your 
council will be divided, and the deci- 
fion muft abfolutely depend upon your 
own opinion, you are not there like the 
prefident of a fociety, but are withal 
the fole real judge. Your counfellors 
or minifters of ftate are perfons merely 
to advife with ; it is you alone, who in 
reality decide. The voice of a fingle 
man of probity and uuderftanding, ought 

frequently 
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frequently to be preferred to the fenti- 
ments of ten judges, who are weak and 
cowardly, or obftinatc and corrupt. 
The matter advanced ought rather here 
to be well weighed, than the number 
of voices regarded. 

VIII. 

Have you fludied the true form of 
government eftablifhed in your king- 
dom ? It is not enough to know the 
laws^ which fecure and fettle the pro- 
perty of your fubjeds; that is, doubt- 
lefs, the leaft part of juftice : But you 
muft alfo be acquainted with the duties 
required of you, in cafes depending be- 
tween your nation and yourfelf, between 
you and your neighbours. Have you 
ferioufly ftudied what is call'd the law 
of nations ; a law, which a king is the 
lefs albw'd to be unacquainted with, 
as it is to be the rule of his condud: 
upon the moft important occaiions^ and 
is reducible to the moft evident prin- 
ciples of the law of nature, which 
was inftituted for all mankind ? Have 
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you ftudied the fundamental laws^, and 
the confliant cufloms which have the 
force of law, by which your own na- 
tion in particular is governed? Have 
you, without partiality, enquired into 
the bounds of your own authority ? Do 
you know the feveral forms,, by which 
the kingdom was governed under the 
kings of different races ? what the an- 
cient parliaments were ; and what the 
ftates-general, who fucceeded them ? 
what was the fubordination of feuds ? 
how things have pafTed into their pre- 
fent ftate ? and upon what this change 
has been found ? Know you, what 
anarchy is, what arbitrary power, and 
what the regal authority eftabliftied \sf 
the lawSv the medium that lies between 
the two extremes ? Would you allow a 
judge to (it in judgment without know- 
ledge of the law ;. or a general of an ar- 
my to command, without fkill in the 
art of war \ And do you thinic that God 
will allow that you (hould reign, with- 
out being inftruded in the proper bounds, 
and exercife of your power ? You muft 

not 
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not therefore look upon the ftudy of 
hiftory^ morality, and the feveral par- 
ticulars belonging to the ancient form 
of government, as a matter of mere 
curiofity and indifference, but as an 
cfTential duty of the crown. 

IX. 

It IS not enough to know what is 
paft, you mufl alfo be acquainted with 
the prefent. Do you know the number 
of perfons^ whereof your nation conlifls? 
how many men ? how many women ? 
how many are employed in tillage/ how 
many are handicraftfmen P how many 
of other profeiEons ? how many are 
concerned in trade ? how many are 
priefts and religious perfons ? how 
many nobles and gentlemen ? and how 
many foldiers ? What would be faid 
of the fhephcrd, who did not know 
the number of his flock ? It is as eafy 
for a king to know the number of his 
people ; it may be done with a word's 
fpeaking. It becomes him to know, 
whether there are a fufficient number 
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to till the ground; whether there 
are too many handicraftfmen in pro- 
portion; too many of other prolcfli- 
ons ; too great a number of troops for 
the ftate to fupport. He fliould know 
the temper and difpofition of the in- 
habitants of different provinces, their 
principal cuftoms, their privileges and 
freedoms, their commerce, and the 
laws of their refpeftivc trade, both 
within and without the kingdom. He 
fliould know the nature of the feveral 
courts of jujftice in every province ; 
what are the privileges annexed to par- 
ticular employments ; what the abufes 
of thofe employments, &c. otherwife, 
he can never be able to know the real 
▼aluieof what is continually pafling be- 
fore his qres ; his minifters will eafily 
impofe upon him every moment ? and 
at the fame time that he thinks nothing 
cfcapes his view, he will fee every thing 
but by halves. A king who is igno- 
rant in all thefe particulars, is but a 
kix)g by halves ; his ignorance, renders 
him incapable of reforming what is a- 

mils. 
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mifs, and docs more mifchief than the 
corruption o£ the pcrfons who govern 
under him. 



It IS ufuaHy faid of kings, ^, ^ 
-.1. ^ -u • • -. • Of Example. 

that their private vices art ^ 

leis to be dreaded, than their mifcon* 
duiSt in the difcharge of their royal au- 
thority. For my part, I boldly aflert 
the contrary, and maintain, that what- 
ever faults they commit, of the moft 
private nature, are of infinite confe- 
quence to the kingdom. Examine, 
therefore, your morals very minutely. 
Subjedls are fervile followers of their 
princes, efpecially in fuch points, as 
gratify their own paffions. Have they 
feen in you the bad example of a loofc 
and criminal amour? Iffo, yourau- 
thority has fixed a mark of honour up- 
on infamy ; you have broke down the 
pale of chaftity and modefty ; you have 
made vice and impudence to triumph, 
and taught your fubje<5ts no longer to 
blufh at fhame ; a fatal leflbn, which 
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they will never ceafc to remember. 
IVhofo offendeth one of thefe littie ones^ 
faith Jefus Chrift^ it were better for 
bim^ that a mil/lone were hanged about 
his neck^ and that he were caji into the 
depth of the fea. How great then is 
the fcandal given by a King, who cx- 
pofeth vice as feated by him on the 
throne, not only to be gazed on by 
his own fubjeds, but withal by all the 
courts and all the nations of the known 
world? Vice is in itfelf a contagious 
poiibn. Mankind are always difpofed 
to receive the infc<aion, and by their 
inclinations prone to (hake off the yoke 
of all modeftyv A fmall ipark kindles 
a great flame. What a King does, (hall 
oft occafion a multiplication and fuc- 
ceflion of crimes^ which (hall extend 
to divers nations and feveral ages. Are 
thefe mortal examples none of them 
chargeable upon you ? Perhaps you 
imagine that your irregularities have 
not been taken notice of. No, the ill 
that princes do is never kept fecret; 
what good they do, may po(fibly re- 
main 
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main concealed ; for people are hardly 
brought to believe, that they ad: qpon 
any good motive ; but for evil, ima- 
gination (hall fuggeft it of them, and 
it fhall gain credit upon the flighteft 
fufpicions. The publick are extremely 
curious ; and whiift the prince pleafeth 
himfeif with thinking that his weak- 
nefles are not known^ he is the only 
perfon that does not know how feverc- 
ly they are cenfured. In him, every 
ambiguous word is liable to a bad con« 
ftra<^on I every appearance of gallan- 
try, every paffionate air, or ovcr-ear- 
neft look, ihall give fcai>dalj and have 
a tendency to corrupt the manners of a 
whole nation. 

XI. 

Have you not countenanced an im« 
modefl: freedom in the women ? Do 
you admit none into your court,^ but 
fuch as are abfolutely necei&ry ? none, 
but fuch as are about the Queen, or 
the Princeffes of your houfe ? Do you 
chufe for fuch places wonocn of an ad- 
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vanced age and approved virtue? Da 
you exclude from fuch places tho 
young women, whofe beauty may be 
a fnare to your courtiers ? It were bet- 
ter by far, that fuch perfons fliould 
live privately in their own families, at 
a diftance from the court. Do you 
admit no ladies to refide in your court, 
as attendants upon the PrincefTes, but 
fuch as are neceflary to wait upon them ? 
Have you taken care, that the Princef- 
fes themfelves be modeft, referved, and 
regular in their condud: ? In leffening 
the number of the women, and make- 
ing the beft choice you have been able, 
have you particularly been careful to 
remove fuch as are fond of dangerous 
liberties, and to prevent the loofer fort 
of your courtiers from feeing them in 
private, at fuch hours as the whole 
court do not appear in publick ? Thefc 
cautions, at this time of day, feem all 
of them too fcrupulous and extrava- 
gantly fevere. But if we go back to 
the times which preceded the reign of 
Francis I, we ihall find, that before the 

fcan- 
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the growth of this evil, by the excefs 
of your magnificence ? Though you be a 
King, you fhould avoid v^hatever is 
very coftly, and which others would 
have as well as you. It is ufelefs to al- 
ledge, that none of your fubjedte ought 
to allow himfelf a garb, which is fuit- 
able only to your rank. The Princes, 
who arc nearly allied to you, will drefi 
themfelves very much in the fame man- 
ner with yourfelf ; the Lords will ftrive 
to emulate the Princes -, the Gentry will 
vye with the Lords 5 the Officers of 
the revenue will even go beyond them ; 
and the Citizens will tread in the foot- 
fteps of thefe Officers, whom they have 
feen to fpring up from a dunghil. No- 
body values himfelf in due proportion, 
or fets a jufl eftimate upon his own 
condition. Luxury paffelh from ncigh-^ 
hour to neighbour, by imperceptible de- 
grees, from perfons in the bighcft fta* 
tion to the loweft of the people. If 
you put on embroidered apparel^ the 
whole world will foon wear it. The 
only means of pufetiAga; flop to-U&XMt^ 
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at once, is by giving yourfelf the ex- 
ample, which S. Lewis gave, of great 
plainnefs. Have you given this necef- 
fary example in every particular ? Not 
only in your apparel, for that is infuffi- 
cient, but alfo in your furniture, your 
equipage, your tables, and your build- 
ings ? Inform yourfelf how the Kings, 
your predeceflbrs, were lodged, and in 
what manner their apartments were 
fitted up; inform yourfelf what were 
their meals, and in what manner they 
were carried abroad j and you will be 
aflonifhed at the prodigious luxury in- 
to which we are fallen. There are 
at this time more coaches and fix in 
Paris^ than there were mules an hun- 
dred years ago. It was not every one 
then that had a chamber tohimfelf; 
a fingle chamber, with feveral beds in 
it, would fuffice for feveral perfons; 
now no one can do without large apart- 
ments, and a fucceflion of rooms one 
within another. , Every one muft have 
gardens, fountains, ftatues,'- parks with- 
out limitv ^^ hotties, which (hall 

coft 
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coft more to keep in repair than the 
rent of the lands where they are fitu- 
ated. Whence comes all this, but 
from the example which fome derive 
from others. Example alone is capa* 
hie of reforming the manners of a 
whole nation. We even fee that the 
folly of our fafhions is contagious a«- 
mongft all our neighbours. AH Eu- 
rope, jealous as it is of France, cannot 
avoid fubmitting ferioufly to our laws 
in the moft frivolous and pernicious 
thing that belongs to us. Once more, 
fuch is the force of the prince's exam-^ 
pie, that by his difcretion he is capable 
of reftoring both his own people, and 
his neighbours to a good underftand^ 
ing. And as it is in his power, it is 
doubtleis his duty. Have you done 
it?- 

xin. 

Have you not fet a bad example, ei- 
ther by ufing too great freedom in 
your expreffions, or by drollery and 
derifion, .or by a milbccommg manner 
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of ipcaking concerning religion ? Cdbr- 
tiers are iervile imitators, and take a 
pride in having all the faults of their 
Prince. Have you rebuked irreligion, 
fo as to (hew your difapprobation of 
the leaft word that had a tendency to 
introduce it ? Have you expreffed a 
iincere indignation againft impiety ? 
And in fuch manner, as not to leave 
the leaft room to doubt of your fenti- 
ments ? Have you never been reftrained 
by a falfe fhame^ fo as to blufti at the 
profeiSon of the gofpel : Have you, 
both by your difcourfe and adlions, 
fhcwn your faith to be lincere, and gi- 
ven proof of your zeal for Chriftianity ? 
Have you made ufe of your authority 
to fupprefs infidelity ? Have you de- 
clined with abhorrence all obfcene jeft- 
ing, all equivocal difcourfes, with every 
^^ther badge of libertinifm ? 

XIV. 

Of Juiuce. , Have you taken nothing 

from any ot ypur lubjedts by 

mcr« authority, and in oppofiticn toihe 

riiles 



rules eftabliihed ? Have you made the 
reparation a private man would have 
done, when you have taken away his 
houfe^ or inclofed his' field in your 
park» or fupprefied his office^ or funk 
his revenues? Have you thoroughly 
examined the real neceflities of the flate, 
to compare them with the inconveni- 
encies of ta:tes, before you have laid 
them upon your people ? Have you con- 
fulted upon fuch an important point 
the men of the beft underftanding, 
moft zealous for the public good, and 
moft capable of laying the truth before 
you, without flattery or fear ? Have you 
not given the name of neceflity of 
ftate, to what hath ferved only to grati- 
fy your own ambition, fuch as a war 
undertaken for the fake of conqueft, and 
to acquire glory ? Have you not called 
yojir own pretenfions the neceffity of 
the ftate ? If you have a perfonal claim 
to any fucceflion in a neighbouring ter- 
ritory, you ought to fupport that war 
out of the income of your patrimonial 
poflefSons, your own private ]jurfe^ ot 

B 3r l^ttoV^ 
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prfonal loans ; at leaft 3rou ought on-- 
ty to apply to this, ufe the voluntary 
finds granted by the afFedion of yoiu* 
people, and not load them with taxes 
*o fupport a pretenfion wherein they 
have no concern ; for your fubje<fts 
will not be at all the happier, by your 
adding one province more to your do- 
minions. When Charles VIII. march- 
ed to Naples, to recover the fucceflion 
of the houfe of Anjou, he undertook 
the war at his own perfonal charge ; 
the ftate did not think themfelves ob- 
liged to defray the expences of that en- 
terprize. At moft you can do no more 
upon fuch occafions than receive the 
free-will offerings of an affeiftionate 
people, prefented in confideration of 
the united intereft of a loyal nation 
and a King who governs it as a father. 
Iti which view you will be far from 
heaping taxes upon your people, to ferve 
your own private intereft. 



XV. 
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XV. 

Have you not tolerated wrongs at the 
fkme time that you abftained from doing 
them ? Have you been fufEciently care- 
ful in the choice of the fcveral perfons 
whom you have put in authority under 
you, fupcr-intendants, governors, mU 
nifters, &c. Have you chofen non? 
of them through fear of difobliging the 
perfons who recommended them, or 
from a iecret defire that they fhould 
carry your authority, or augment your 
revenue^, beyond their proper bounds T 
Have you duly informed yourfelf of 
their adminiflration ? Have you figni- 
fied that you was ready to hear the 
complaints that could be made againft 
them, and to do juftice to thofe who 
had been injured by them ? Have you 
done it, when at any time you have 
difcovered their mifdemeanors ? Have 
you not given to your minifters, or 
fufFered them to take, exceffive profits, 
which their fervices had not defcrved ? 
The rewards which the prince beftows 
B 3 w^w 
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upon thofe who ferve the ftate under 
hinij ought always to be limited with- 
in certain bounds. It is not fit, that 
he fhould raife their fortunes above 
thofe of perfons of the higheft rank, 
or difproportion them to the prefent 
wants of the ftate. Let a minifter have 
done ever fo much fervice, h^ ought 
not at once to attain to an immenfe 
eftate, whilft the people are diftreffed, 
and the Princes and Lords of the firft 
quality are neceflitous. Much lefs is 
the King permitted to beftow fuch for^ 
tunes upon his favourites, who ufually 
do the ilate jftill lefs fervices than his 
minifters.. 

XVI. 

Have you appointed reafonable fala- 
rics for the iecretaries of your minifters^ 
and fuch other perfons as are employed 
in fubaltern offices, fufficient to afford 
thcmadecentfubfifience^withouttaking 
any thing for the difpatch of bufmefs ? 
At the fame time, have you. laid a re- 
flraint upon the luxury and ambition 

of 
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of fuch fort of people? if not, you are 
re/ponfible for all the fecret exadions 
they have made in their refpe£tive pofts. 
On the one hand, they are admitted 
into tbeie places, with an expectation of 
living in them in a handfome manner, 
and of fpeedily railing fortunes by 
them. And on the other hand, their 
falaries feldom amount to a third part 
of what they are obliged to fpend in 
the genteel manner they and tneir &• 
milics live* They arc ufually born to 
no cftatcs ; and what would you have 
them do ? You' lay them under a kind 
of neceffity tO' get privately whatever 
they are able for th^ difpatch of hnfu 
nefs. This is evident ; and anian muft 
defignedly fhut his eyes, that does not 
difcer» it. You muft therefore give 
them more, arid at the fame time pre- 
vent them from: living in too expen(iv« 
a. manner: 

xvir. 

Have you fought out for means to 

cafe your people, and to take nothing 

B 4 from 
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from them but what the real neccfli- 
ties of the ftate have compelled you ta 
take for their own advantage ? The 
fiibftance of the people ought not to- 
be otherwife employed, than for the 
real benefit of the people themfelves. 
You have the rents and profits of your 
crown-lands, which you fhould receive 
and manage ; they are defigned for the 
fubfiftence of your houflaold. This 
domefHck cxpence you ought to Ieffen> 
if at any time y<sox royal revenue is 
overcharged with debts, and your peo- 
ple drained. The fubfidies granted by 
the people, (hould be folely employed 
upon the real ufes of the ftate. And in. 
a time of puWick poverty, you (hould. 
ftudy to retrench all offices that are not 
abfolutcly neccflary. HaVe you advifed 
with the moft able and beft difpofed 
perfons, capable of informing you con- 
cerning the condition of the provinces^ 
the culture of the lands, the fruitful- 
nefs of the laft years, the ftate of trade^ 
^c. to know what the ftate can pay 
without fuffering ? And have you there-t 

u|2»on 



upon fettled the taxes of each refoedlive 
year ? Have you given a favourable ear 
to the remonftrances of men of probi- 
ty ? Inftead of difcountenancing them^ 
have you fought for them, and anti- 
cipated them, as a good Prince ought 
to dp ? You know, that formerly the 
King exaded nothing from the people 
by his fole authority 5 it was the Par- 
liament, or aflcmbly of the nation, that 
granted him the funds neceflary for the 
extraordinary demands of the ftate. 
Except in this cafe, he lived upon the 
rents ^nd revenues of his crown-lands. 
And what has changed this order, but 
the abfolute- authority which Kings 
Aavc aflfumcd ? Even in our days, wc 
have feen parliaments, which are bo<» 
dies infinitely inferior to the ancient 
parliaments or flates of the nation, re- 
monftrate againfl enregiftering pecuni- 
ary edids.. At leaft, you ought not to 
ptiblifli any, till after you had advifed^ 
well with pcrfons incapable of flatter- 
ing you, and diilinguifhed by a fincere . 
negard for the publick welfeire*. Have 
B 5 ^jW 
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you not laid new burdens upon your 
people, ttffupport your fuperfluous ex- 
pences, the luxury of your tables, your 
equipages and furniture, the embellifli- 
mcnt of your gardens and palaces, and 
the exceffive gifts you have laviihly bc- 
ftbwed upon your favourites ? 

XVIII. 

Have you not multiplied offices and 
employments, in order to draw frefh 
fums from their creation ? Such crea- 
tions are no more than taxes in dif- 
guife J they all tend to the oppreffion 
of the people, and are fubje6t to three 
inconveniences, which ordinarily taxa- 
tions are not. Firft, They are perpe- 
tual, when not reimburfed > and if at 
any time a reimburfement is made, 
what is very dcftrudtive to your fubjefts, 
new creations are prefently fet on foot 
again. Secondly, Thofe who purchafe 
toefe new-created offices take care to 
repay themfelves with ufury, as foon 
as poffible; you give up your people to 
be£eeced by them : For an hundred 
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thoufand livres^ for inflance, which 
they give you for a crcationjof offices, 
you give up your people to five hundred 
thoufend livres of vexation^ which they 
will fuffcr without remedy. Thirdly, 
By thefe multiplications of offices yon 
ruin the civil government of the ilate ; 
you render the adminiftration of juftice,. 
by degrees, more venal ^ you make the 
reformation of abufes more and more 
impra<5ticable ; you run the whole na-> 
tion in debt, for thefe creations become ^ 
a kind of debts wherein the whole na- 
tion is involved ; in fine, you reduce 
all arts and employments to monopo- 
lies, which corrupt andfpoil the whole. 
Have you no fuch creations to reproach 
yburfelf with, whofe confequences will' 
be pernicious for feveral ages ? The 
wifeft and bcft Prince that ever Ikt on 
the throne, during a peaceable reign of 
fifty years, would not be able to make 
amends for the mifchie^ which a King 
may have wrought by this fort of crea- 
tions within the ipace of a ten years 
war ? Have you not been too com- 
B*6. ^^^^' 
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plying with the courtiers^ who under 
,^ pretence of iparing your revenues in 
the rewards they have afked of you, 
have propofcd what they call Affaires ? 
Thefe Affairs are always impofitions up- 
on the people^ which difturb the order 
of civil governnaent, enervate the exe- 
cution c^ juftice, degrade all arts^ dif- 
Gourage trade, and lay a^ burden upon 
the publick, to fatisfy, for a little time, 
the grccdinefs of an haughty and pro- 
digal courtier. Send your courtiers in- 
to the country to pafs ibme time upon 
their eftates and look after their affairs ; 
teach them to live frugally 5 let them 
fee that 3^u value none but fuch as live 
regularly, and manage with oeconomy ; 
fliew a contempt for all thofe who ruin 
^emfelves through their folly j and by 
this means you will do them more good, 
without coding either yourfelf or your 
people a fingle penny, than if you la- 
viflied away upon them all the publick 
money within your dominions. 
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XIX. 
Have you never tolerated your mi- 
niftets in taking away the fubflance of 
private perfons for your nfe, vrithout 
paying the juft value of it, or at leaft 
retarding the payment in fuch a man- 
ner, as to be detrimental to the perfons 
who have been obliged tofell^j^ or never 
been wilfully ignorant that they have 
done fo ? It is thus, that minifters take 
the houfes of private perfon^, to enclole 
them within the king's palaces, or in 
their fortifications. It is thus, that they 
difpoflefs proprietors of their lordfhips, 
or fiefs, * or lands of inheritance, to 
throv* them into parks. It is thus, 
that they ered: eftabliihments for the 
regulation of the game, in which the 
officers commiffioned by the Prince (hall 
take away the liberty of purfuing the 
game from the lords in their own 
Unds even to the gates of their caftles, 
and commit a thoufand diflurbances in 
the country. The Prince knows no- 
thing of it^ and probably, through wil- 
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ful Ignorance. But it is your duty to^ 
be made acquainted with the mifchier 
that is wrought by your authority. In- , 
form yourfelf of the truth, and fufFer 
not your authority to be carried beyond* 
its proper bounds. Give a fevourable 
ear to fuch aslhy before you it&juft ex- 
tent ; chufe fuch minifters as are not 
afraid to- tell you wherein it is carried 
too far ; and remove from you all fuch 
as are hard-hearted„haughty^ and bold;, 

XX. 

In your agreements with private 
peo'ple, are you as juft as if you was 
upon an equal footing with that perfon 
with whom you treat? Is he free with 
you, as with one^ of his neighbours ? 
Does he not rather chufe to lofc, in or- 
der to get out of your hands, and de- 
liver himfelf from vexation, than ta 
maintain his right ? The farmers of 
your revenues, ftewards, &c. do they 
not behave with an haughtinefs, vvhich- 
yourfeir would decline ; and ftifle the 
cries of the weak,, when difpofed to> 

comjilain ?: 
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complain ? Do you not frequently pay 
the man you contraft with in rents, in 
draughts upon your demeihe lands, In 
offices of novel creation, which one 
ftrpke of your fucceffor's pen is capable 
of taking from him^ becaufe King^ 
arc always minors, and their dcmefne 
lands unalienable. Thus private perfons 
fliall give up their certain patrimony^ 
to receive in its ftead what fliall after- 
wards be taken from, them, to the in^ 
evitable ruin of their families^ 

xxr. 

Have you never, to raife their farms, 
granted edidls, or declarations, or de* 
crees^ to the farmers of your revenues^ 
drawn up in ambiguous terms, to en* 
large your pretenfipns at theexpenc6 
of trade, arid even to lay traps for the 
traders, to confifcate their goods, or at . 
leaft to put them to trouble,, and lay 
them under difficulties in the carrying 
on of their bufinefs, in order to make 
them pay for their deliverance out of ' 
them. This is doing a great irijurY to 
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tradefmen and the publick, whoie bu- 
iinefs is by this means gradually reduced 
to nothing.. 

xxir. 

Have you never fuflfercd foldiers to 
be enlifted againft their inclinations ? 
It is true, the people are obliged tg 
defend the ftatc in perfon 5 but- then 
Princes ftiould engage only in juft and 
neceflary wars; and in every village, 
choice ihould be only made of young 
perfons under no engagement, whofe 
prefence might wrell be fpared without 
any injury either to agriculture, or trade, 
or other neceffary arts ; and who havei^ 
no families depending upon them ; and 
farther, they fhould be infallibly dif- 
lAifled after a few years fervice, and 
others fent to fupply their places, 
and lerve in their turn : Whereas, to 
pick up what men they pleafe, againft 
their own inclination 5 to impoverifh, 
and frequently ruin; a whole family, by 
carrying away the head of it ; to force 
the labourer from his cart, and keep 

him 
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Iiim ten or fifteen years in the fervlce^ 
where he frequently dies miferably ia 
hofpitals^ unprovided of proper neceiSi* 
ries ; is what nothing can excufe, either 
in the fight of God or man* 

XXIIL 

Have you taken care to fet every 
gailev-ilave at liberty^ immediately af- 
ter the time allotted for his punishment 
is expired? The conditi(Mi of thefe 
people is very tei;rible ; nothing is more 
inhuman^ than to prolong it beyond 
the term. It is no excuie to fay^ that 
in this cafe men would be wanting to 
Slake up the whc^ crew;, juftioe is* 
jpseferable to- having the crew com^ 
pleat : Tou Should never took upoi^ any 
power as true and real^ but that whicE 
belongs to you without tranfgrefiing 
the rules of juftke^ or taking what is^ 
not yoursw 

xxnr. 

Do yoii give your troops the pjr 
that is fufficient to maintaia them with<^ 

out 
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o\it plunder ? if you do not, you lay 
them. under a ncceflity of committing 
the robberies and wrongs you feem dif- 
p€>fed to forbid them. Would you pu- 
hifli them for having done what you 
know they could not avoid, and with- 
out which they muft of neceffity have 
quitted your fervice ? .And, on the o* 
therhand, would you not puniihthemv 
when they rob pubKckly againft your 
cxprefs prohibition ? Would you make 
the laws contemptible, and fuffer fuchi 
an indignijpr to be offered to your au^ 
thority ? Will you openfy ad: incon- 
fiftently with yourfelf; and will not 
your authority be a meer farce, in feem- 
ing to difcountenanfc diforders, and at 
the fame time making^ your advantage 
of them every moment? What difci- 
pline or order can be hoped for in 
troops, where the officers cannot live 
but by plundering the King's fubjefts, 
by tranfgreffing his ordinances every 
moment, and obliging men to enlift by 
force and fraud; where the foldiers 

would 
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would be flarved to death, if they did 
not every day deferve to be hanged> 

XXV. 

Have you done no injuftice to foreign 
nations ? A , poor wretch is hanged for 
an high-Way robbery of a fingle piflole^ 
committed in extreme neceffity; and 
the man who makes a conqueft, or^ in* 
other words, who brings under an un* 
juft yoke the territories of a neighbour- 
ing ftate is refpefted as an hero. The 
unjuft fqizure of a meadow or a vine- 
yard, is coniidered as a fin not to be 
forgiven by God without reftitution ; 
and the ufurpation of towns and pro* 
vinces is counted as nothing. To take 
a field from a pri^te man is a great 
iin ; but to take a large country from 
a nation^ is an innocent and a glorious 
aftion. Where then are the ideas of 
juftice ? Will God judge in like man- 
ner? Exifiimajii inique^ quod ero tut 
fimilis\ " Thou thoughteft wickedly, 
" that I Ihall be iuch a one as thyfelf/*^ 
Does juflice depend upon what is greats 
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cr or fcfs ? Or, does it ccafc to 5c any 
long^ juftice^ when converfant about 
objcifls of the higheft concern? Are 
the millions, which make up a nation,, 
lefs our brethren than a fingle man ?^^ 
Or, fhall we, without feruple, do that 
injury to millions of men where a whole 
country is concerned, which we dare 
not do to a fingle man in the cafe of a. 
particular field ? Whatever therefore i? 
taken away by mere conqueft, is taken 
away unjuftly, and ought to be rcftored. 
And the caie is the &me with what* 
ever is taken away in a war, that i& 
^i^g^g^d in upon a wrong account. 
Treaties- of peace hide nothing, when. 
y&a are the ftronger^. and oblige your 
iieighbour to fign the trea^ to avoid 
a greater mifchief ; he then figns, as a 
private man gives his purfe to a thief 
who holds a piftol to his breaftV The 
war you have wrongfully begun, and 
carried on with fiicoefs, inftead of pro- 
curing you peace of con£:ience, engages 
you not only to reftore the territories 
you have liurped,. but alfo to repair 

the 
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the damages you have done, without 
taufe^ to your neighbours. As to trea- 
ties of peace, they are to be reckoned 
null, not only in all the unjuft points, 
which have been confented to through 
violence, butlikewife in all thofe where , 
you have found means to infert any 
artful and ambiguous exprefCon, that 
may be capable of ierving your turn 
upon a favourable occafion. Your ene- 
my is your brother ; nor can you be 
unniindful of it, unlefs you forget your- 
felf to be a man. You are never allowed 
to do ill to hini, when you can avoid it 
without injuring yourfelf 5 nor can you 
ever feek to gain any advantage againft 
him by arms, but in a very great ne- 
ccflity. In treaties, neither arms, nor 
war, have place any longer ; thefiibjeft 
then only is peace, jultice, humanity, 
and fincerity. It is far more in&mous 
and criminal^ to over-reach in a treaty 
of peace with a neighbouring people, 
than to be guilty of tricking in a con- 
trail with a private perfon. To infert 
ambiguom and captious terms in a trea- 
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ty, is to prepare the feeds of war for 
the generation to come, it is to lay bar- 
rels of powder under houfes that are 
inhabit«d« 

XXVI. 

When the fubjedt of a war was ia 
debate, did you, from the beginning, 
examine your pretenfions, and caufe 
them to be enquired into by others, 
who were men of diftinguiflied under- 
ftanding, and leaft liable to flatter you ? 
Have you been upon your guard againft 
the advice of fuch minifters, as have 
an intereft in engaging you in a war, 
or at leaft fcek to comply with your 
paflions, with a view of procuring from 
you wherewithal to gratify their own ? 
Have you enquired into all the reafons 
that may be urged againft you ? Have 
you lent a favourable ear to fuch aa 
have fearched thoroughly into them ? 
Have you allowed yourfelf time to 
know the fentiments of the wifeft of 
your counfellors, without anticipating 
their judgments ? Have you not con- 

fidered 
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fidered your perfonal glory as a reafon 
for engaging you in any attempt, for 
fear of paffing your life without dif- 
tinguiftiingyourfelf from other Princes ? 
As if Princes could find any folid glory 
in molefting the happinefs of the peo- 
ple, towards whom they ought to bear 
a paternal afFed:ion: as if a parent 
could gain efteem by fuch anions as 
make his children unhaj^y : or, as if 
a King could hope for any real glory, 
that was not founded in his virtue, 
that is, in his juftice, and in the good 
government of his people ? Have you 
not judged the war to be neceffary for 
acquiring fuch places as were commo- 
I dious to you, and a better fecurity for 
; your frontiers ? A ftrange rule ! Were 
foch conveniencies to take place, one 
I might go from one neighbouring fitu- 
ation to another, till we reached to 
China. As to the fecurity of a fron- 
tier, it may be found without encroach* 
ing upon the property of another^ 
Fortify your own places, .and do not 
wrongfully &ize upon Uiafe of your 
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neighbours. Would you allow youi 
neighbour to take whatever he (houlc 
judge commodious for his fecurity i 
Your fecurity gives you no right tc 
anodier's property. Your fafeft fecuri- 
ty is to aft juftly ; it is to keep good 
allies, by an upright and difcreet con- 
dud: ; it is to nave a numerous people, 
in profperous circumftances^ well-af- 
fe&ed, and well-difciplined» But what 
can be more contrary to your fecurity, 
than to let your neighbours fee they 
can expecft none from you, and that 
you are always difpofe^ to take from 
them whatever (hall be commodious to 
yourfclf ? 

XXVII. 
Have you thoroughly examined, 
whether the war in debate was necef- 
fery to your people ? Perhaps the point 
in queftion concerned only fbme per- 
fonal claim of your own, wherein your 
people had no real intereft ? What im- 
ports it to them, whedier you have a 
province OKKe? They may, out of af- 
fection 
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feiflion to you, if you carry it to them 
as a fatherj affift you in die recovery 
of fuch territories, as by right of fuc- 
ceflion lawfiilly belong to youj but 
can you load them with taxes againft 
d>eir inclination, to fupply yourfelf 
with the funds neceflary to carry on a 
war, wherein they have nq advantage ? 
Farther, let us fuppofe the war dired:- 
ly to concern the ftate 5 it is your duty 
to confider, whether die profit or lofs 
is likely to be greater. You fliould 
compare the benefits that may be drawii 
from it, or at leaft the mifchiefs that 
may be apprehended from not engaging 
in it, with the inconveniencies that will 
neccflarily follow after it. When all is 
over, there is fcarce any war, however 
happily executed, that is not attended 
with greater mifchief than advantage 
to a ftate. Confider but how many fa- 
milies it ruins, how, many liyes itcofts, 
how many countries it ravages and de- 
populates, hownianydifo;d;::rs it brings 
upon an eftate, how. it fiibverts the 
laws, how it countenanccth licentiouf- 
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nefs, and how many years it requires 
to fet right what fhall be done amifs in 
only two years war, with refped: to 
the good government of a ftate. Would 
any fenfible man, that was not influ- 
enced by his paffion, engaged in a law- 
ful t, tho* fure of his right, if he was 
convinced before -hand, that though he 
gained his caufe, it would do more 
mifchief than fervice to the large fa- 
mily he had to take care of? This 
juft weighing of the good and ill ari- 
fing from the war, would always deter- 
mine a good King to decline it, by 
reafon of its fatal confequences ; for, 
where arc the advantages, that can 
counterballance fo many inevitable mif- 
chiefs, without mentioning the dangers 
following upon ill fuccefs ? There can 
be bat one cafe, where a war, notwith- 
jftanding all its ills, becomes neceflary j 
and that is, when we cannot avoid it 
without giving too great advantage to 
an linjuft and crafty enemy, who is al- 
ready too powerful. Then, indeed, by 
endeavouring weakly to avoid a war, 

we 
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we (Hould only fall more dangeroufly 
into it; we fhould make a peace, which 
in reality would be no peace, and only 
carrv the deceitful appearance of being 
fo. ' Then, 'indeed^ however difinclined 
to it, . it :Woold be a duty to pufli on 
the vi^ar with vigour, through a iincere 
defire of promoting a good and lafting 
peace.' But this fingle cafe more fel- 
doni happens than we are apt to ima- 
gine^j artd frequently is judged to be 
real, ' when it Is highly chimerical. 
When a King is jit ft, fincere, inviola- 
bly feithful to all his allies, and power- 
ful in his own country through the 
wifdom of his government, he has 
wherewithal to put* a ftop to the en- 
croachments of his reftlefs and unjuft 
neighbours, who are difpofed to fall 
upon him. All the world is concerned 
in fupporting him. If his caufe be juft, 
he may firft purfue all the mildeft me- 
thods, before he enters upon war; having 
prepared againft all events, by power- 
fully arming himfelf, he may offer to 
take th6 advice of certain ncvxU'^A -^^xi 
C 7, ^i52>sv- 
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diiinterd):cd neighboarsj he ttAy tab? 
fomething upon himfelf for the fake of 
peace, avoid all fleps that may exafpe-^ 
rate, and try all the. ways of accom- 
modation; and if all this prpres to 
be of no purpofe, he ^yiyjL %ht with 
greater confidence intbue prote£lion of 
God, with greater zeal in his fubjedb, 
and more firmly fuccoux'd by his allies. 
But it will feldom happen, that he will 
be obliged to make war under fuch 
circumftances. Three fourths of the 
wars that are engaged in^ arife from 
pride and haughtinefs, from crafty co- 
ve toufnefs, and precipitation. 

XXVIII. 

Have you faithfully kept your word 
with your enemies, in capitulations, 
cartels, i§c. War has its laws, which 
are no Icfs flriftly to be obferved, than 
thofe of peace. Even when two parties 
are at war, there fubfifts a cer- 
tain Law of Nations, which is the 
ground-plot of humility itfelf j it is a 
facred and inviolable obligation between 

People, 
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people, which ho war can diflblve ; 
otherwife, war would be no more than 
plunder^ and a perpetual Series of trea- 
cheries^ aflafiinations^ abominations^ and 
barbarities. You (hoold do to your 
enemies what you think they have a 
right to do to you. There arc violences 
and flratagems in war which are mu- 
tual, and are expedted on both fides. 
Ib all other refpefts, Acre ought to be 
a ftri£t fincerity and a true humanity. 
It is not allowed, to render fiiaud for 
feoid. It is not alldwed,. fbr^nllance, 
to enter into engageinents with a view 
of breaking them, hecaufe the enemy 
has made promiles to you, whi^h he 
has not kept. Farther, In a war be- 
tween two independent nations, the 
more noble or more riiighty crown is 
not to decline fubmitting equally to aU 
the laws that art conimoh to war. ' A 
Prince, who plays with a private maTi; 
is no lefs obliged than- he, to obferve 
ftritflly all the laws of the game, frorn 
the time that he plays with him ; in 
thatrcljitdi:, Wio' in that only ^ he ^uts 
C 3 Vwsx^^Vl 
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himfelf upon the fapie. footing with 
him. The • mpft high and ? jnighty 
Prince ought to -be. the rfloft fcrupu^ 
lous in rigidty keeping up ^) all the 
rules required inthecontributions, which 
fecure his people from captures, mafla- 
cresj and conflagrations s in cartels, ca« 
pitulations^ §f^. . ; ^ 

It is not enough tp^ obferve the ca- 
pitulations made with enemies; thofe 
that are made wit^Ji a conquered people 
muil likewife be religiqufly, kept^ As 
you (hould keep your word with the 
enemy's garrifon, which is withdrawn 
from a conquered town, without any 
fraudulent interpretation of ambiguous 
terms } fo ought you to keep ftridly 
your word with the people of the town^ 
and its dependencies. Of what import- 
ance is it, to whom you promifed the 
cjonditions agreed to in favour of the 
people ? The cafe is the fan\e, whether 
the engagement was made with theni-; 
felvcs or the gaqrifQn. jCcrtain^it i?, 

\ ' that 
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that you have promifed fuch conditi- 
ons for the people, and it is your duty 
to keep them inviolably. Who can 
truft you if you break them ? Or what 
will ever be facred, if fuch a promife 
is not? It is a contradl: entered into 
with the people^ to make them your 
fubjed:s 5 and will you begin with the 
violation of your fundamental title? 
They owe you obedience only by vir- 
tue of this contract, and if you break ^ 
it, you no longer deferve to have them 
keep it. 

XXX. 

Have you not, during the war, domi 
ufclefsmifchief to your enemies? Thofe 
enemies are always men, and always 
your brethren. If you are yourfelf a 
true man, you ought to do them no 
other mifchief than what you cannot 
avoid doing, to fecure yourfelf from th« 
harm they would do you, and to bring 
them to a juft peace. Have you not 
invented and introduced purely for the 
lake of dcftroying them, through paf- 
C4 ^^^ 
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lion or pride, new kinds of hoftilities ? 
Have you not countenanced ravages, 
burnings, facrileges, and maffacres, 
which have not been decifive, without 
which you might have defended your 
caufe, and notwithftanding which your 
enemies have equally carried on their 
dppofition again ft you ? You muft give 
an account to God, and make repa- 
ration to the utmoft of your power for 
all the ills which you have authorized, 
and which have been done without ne- 
ceffity. • 

XXXI. 
Have you pundually executed trea- 
ties of peace ? Have you never broken 
them under ipecious pretences P As to 
the articles in the antient treaties 
which are ambiguous, inftead of mak- 
ing them the ground- work of a war, 
they ought to be interpreted by the 
execution which immediately followed 
them. This immediate execution is the 
infallible interpretation of the words. 
The parties, immediately after the trea- 
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ty, undcrflood each bthcr pcrfcftly 
well ; they knew r better what they in- 
tended to iky, itikn other ^^perfons can. 
know fifty years, after. Thus pof- 
feffion is decifivA in this refpeft ; and to 
endeavour to dliftarb it,' is an attempt 
to elude* wh&t kinoH <:erttun and in- 
violable Umbtig^ rftinkiud. To give 
fonie ftability to the w<irld; anc! fecu- 
rity tonatioflfe, ther«'arc tW points to 
be fuppofedf preferable to alV others, 
which are as the tivo poles of tlie whole 
earth. The ^one, ' tkit t^ty ttesity of 
peace confirmed by^^oftth between two 
princes is inviolable with, refpedl to 
them, and muilflalway^'. be taken fim* 
ply in its tnoft' natural fenfe; and in- 
terpreted by th6' intfmfidfete execution. 
The other, tha;t every quiet and unin- 
terrupted poflefiioii^ for a length of 
time, equivalent to the term required 
by law for fixing tlY6 moft. unfavour- 
able prefcription, roaft procure a cer^ 
tain and lawful property to the poflef- 
for, however defedlive the pofleffion 
may have origihalijif - begiii Without 
C 5 xfesSst 
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under you were capable of doing, in order 
to apply yourfelf to this eflential branch 
of your duty, whicl^ you alone was ca- 
pable of difcharging ? Have you been 
careful to mark out a certain number 
of fenfible and well-minded perfons, 
by whom to be informed of the feveral 
fttbjefts, who have diftinguifhed them- 
felves in every profeffion ? Have you 
queftioned theni all feparately, in or- 
der to fee if their teftimonies concern- 
ing each f abjedt agreed together I Have 
you ha4 patience to enquire, by theie 
different channels, into the fentiments, 
inclinations^ habits, and condufl: of 
eyery man, whom you have had it m 
your power to piit" mto a place ? Have 
y^qu lecn the naen themfelves ?^To be 
continually fliut up in a clofet, and 
diipatc^xing buIiQefs there,' is to; rob the 
ftate, of the mbft precious part of your 
time. A King,muft fee, talk to, and 
Ke^r abundance 'of perfons; he muft 
iearn by his experience to ftudy men, 
and muft know them by frequent con- 
verfation and a free atcels. If you 

ftudy 
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ftudy men well^ without feeming to 
do it, converfation will be far more 
ufeful to you than many points which . 
are judged important : you will therc-^ 
by difcern their levity, indifcietion, va- 
nity, and artifice, their flatteries, and 
their fal/e maxims. Princes have an 
infinite power over thofe that are about 
them ; and thofe who are about them 
have an equal weaknefs in approach- 
ing them. The fight of princes awa- 
kens every pafiion, and kys optn all 
the wounds of the heart If a prince 
knows how to make an advantage of 
this afcendant, he will foon difcover 
the principal weaknefles of every man* 
Another way of making trial of men 
is by putting them into lower employ- 
ments, to fee if they will be fit for 
fuch as are higher^ Have an eye upon 
the behaviour of the men in their of- 
fice, whom you truft with any em- 
ployment, follow them clofe, never lofe 
fight of them, learn what they do, and 
make them give you an account of 
what you have ccMnmitted to their 

char^e^ 
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charge, turn your difcouric upon this 
head when you fee, them. Thus you 
will never want fubjeft for convcrfa- 
♦tion. You will find out their natural 
dilpofition by the part? they have taken 
of themfelves. It may fometimes not 
be amifs to conceal your own real fen- 
timents, inn order to diicover theirs ^ 
afk their advice, you njaay follow what 
you pleafe. This is the proper duty 
of a King. Have you difcharged it ? 
Have you not negleded to know men, 
thro' an indolence of temper, thro' 
particularity of humour,, thro' an 
haughtinefs of difpofition which has 
made you decline fociety, thro' en» 
gaging in matters which are but tri- 
fles in comparifon of this fludy of 
miankind.; or laftly, by amufement in 
your clofet under a fliew of purfuing 
bufiriefs in private ? Have you not 
dreaded, and for that reafon removed 
far from you fuch fubjefts as have been 
tiiftinguiihed from others by their cou- 
rage and virtue ? Have you not been 
afraid left they fhould pry too nar- 

xowly 
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rov.Iy intp your condudj;, and make 
too great diicoverjes . of your wpak- 
neffes^ if placed too near your perfon ? 
Have you not been afraid that they 
would npt flattei: you, that they would 
oppofe your unjuft paffions, your bad 
taftes, your mean and unbecoming; de- 
figns ? Have you not rather chpfe.to 
make uie of certain interefted and 
crafty perfons, who make it their bu- 
finefs to flatter you, who feem not to 
fee any of your faults, and applaud all 
your whims ; Or rather of certain mean 
fervile people whom you eafily fway, 
whom you hope to blind, without 
courage ever to contradid: you, and 
who govern you the more as you 
have no diftruft of their authority, and 
are not afraid that they fliould fhew 
themfelves to l^e of a genius fupgrior 
to your own.? Have you not, through 
fuch bad motives as thefe, advanced 
weak or wicked men to the higheft 
places 5 and removed far from you what 
was better able to affift you in affairs of. 
the greatcil confequence ? To rob an- 
other of his lands, pofls, or money^ is 
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im injuftice by no means coniparable 
with this that I have mentioned. 

XXIII. 

Have you not accuftomed your do* 
meftics to a more expenfive way of 
Hving than their condition has requked, 
and to falaries which have been a bur- 
den to the ftate? Do not your valets 
dc chambre, valets de garderobe, &c. 
live like lords^ whilft perfons of real 
quality pine away in your anti-cham* 
her without any benefit^ and many 
others of the mofl: illuftrious houfes live 
retired in the provinces, under neceP- 
fity of concealing their wretchednefs ? 
Have you not, under the pretext of 
keeping up the fplendour of your 
court, countenanced luxury of drefs, 
equipages and furniture, in all fubal- 
tern officers, who have neither birth, 
nor folid merit, and who think them- 
ielves fuperiour to perfons of quality, 
becaufe they talk familiarly to you, 
and eafily obtain favours from you > 
Have you not been too much afraid of 

their* 



^ 
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their importunity ? Have you not been 
more afraid of difobliging them, than 
of negledting to do juftice ? Have you 
not been too much influenced by the 
vain marks of ^eal and attachment to 
your perfon, which they eagerly er* 
prefs towards you, with a view to pleaie 
you, and advance their ovm fortune? 
Have you not made them wretched^ 
by letting them conceive hopes that were 
difproportioned to their own condition 
and your alFeiftion for them ? Have you 
not ruined their families^ by letting 
them die without any folid fubftance 
to leave to their chtlc^en, after having 
fufFered them to live in a ridiculous 
pomp^ which confumed the great pro- 
fits they received from you during their 
life-time ? And has not the cafe been 
the fame with your other courtiers, ac- 
cording to their refpedtive degrees? 
Whilft they live, they drain the whole 
kingdom; and when they die, they 
leave their families worth nothing. You 
give them too much, and at the lame 
time make them fpend too much ; and 
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thus thofe who ruin the ftate, ruin al- 
fo themfclves. It is you who are the 
caufe.of it, by keeping fo many ufelefs 
proud fpendthrifts about you, who 
from their foolifti extravagancies have 
a right to demand frefh contributions 
from you, which they may ftill be able 
to fqu^der away. 

XXXIV. 

Have you taken up no prejudice 
againft any particular perfon, without 
making a fufficient enquiry into the 
fads laid to his charge ? This would 
be to opea a paflage to calumny and 
tnifreport, or at leaft unadvifedly to 
fall in with the prejudices of the perfons 
that are about you, and in whom you 
place your confidence. You muft not 
lift en and give credit only to a certain fet 
of men ; they are certainly men, and 
though they were even incorruptible, 
they are at leaft not infallible. What- 
ever confidence you have in their judg- 
ment and virtue, you are obliged to 
lexsiniae whether they are not deceived 

by 
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by others, or obftinatcly blind them- 
felves. As often as you give yourfelf 
up to a certain fct of men, who are al- 
lied by the fame intereft, or by the 
fame fentiments, you wilfully expofc 
yourfelf to be miflcd, and to adl wrong- 
fiilly. Have you not fometimes clofed 
your eyes againft certain flrong rea- 
lons, or at leaft hare you not a<fted ri- 
goroufly in a doubtful cafe, to fatisfy 
thofe about you, whom you feared to 
difoblige? Have you not thrown out 
of places perfons of diftingui/hed merit 
^and abilities, upon uncertain reports? 
It is a natural luggeflion, TChefe accu^ 
fations cannot pojlbly be got over, the 
fureji way is to put the man out of place. 
But this pretended caution is the moft 
dangerous fnare, that can be laid. For 
by this means there is made no difco- 
very, and the informers gain all that 
they aim at. A final judgment is p..ffjd 
without due examination ^ merit is 
excluded, and frightful images arc 
formed of the Perfons, whom the inr 
formers would hare fufpedted. By an 

informer 
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informer^ is meant a man who takes 
up this trade, and by this horrid em- 
ployment feeks to infinuate himfelf in- 
to fevour, and by confequcnce is evi- 
dently undeferving of any credit. To 
believe him, is wilfully to expofe one's 
felftodeftroy the innocent. A Prince 
who lends an ear to profcflcd inform- 
ers, deferves neither to be acquainted 
with truth nor virtue. Thefe pefts 
fliould be put out of Countenance and 
driven from court. But as the Prince 
ought to know what is done, he (hould 
have about him fortic honeft men, 
whom he muft oblige cveh againft their 
inclination to have a Watchful eye up- 
on all that pafles, and to give him no- 
tice of it infecret. For this ofEce he 
{hould make choice of perfons the moft 
oppofiteto.it, and who moft abhor the 
infamous pradtice of informing. Thefe 
will lay before him only real and im- 
portant fafts, which are of ufe to the 
publick without troubling him with 
every trifle, which it imports him not 
toknow. At leaft they will fpeak of 
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doubtful matters as doubtful} and it 
will be his part to fearch more narrow- 
ly into them, or to fuipend his juc^nent 
if they cannot be cleared up. 

XXXV. 
Have you not be/lowed too many 
|ood offices upon your miniflers, your 
foyourites, and their creatures,, whilft 
you have fuffered perfons of merit, who 
have iervcd long, and want prote^on, 
to live neceffitous? Ufually the great 
£ditng of Princes is, that they are weak^ 
voluptuous, and indolent. They are 
feldom guided either by merit, or the 
real faults of mankind ; the true nature 
of things does not reach them ; their 
determination ordinarily proceeds from 
their not daring to decline compliance 
with thofe whom they are accuftomed 
to fee and believe. They often bear 
them with impatience, and yet conti- 
nue flaves to them j they fee their faults 
and are content with feeing them. 
They pleafe themfelves with not being 
duped by them, and after that they 
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blindly follow them. To them they 
facrifice merit, imiocence, diftingui(hed 
talents, and the longeft fcrvices. Somfe- 
• times they fliall lend a favourable ear 
to the man that ihall prefume to fpeak 
againft thofe minifters or favourites, 
and upon feeing the charge clearly 
made out, they ftiall ftorm, and pro- 
miie to fupport the accufer againfl the 
minifter, or the favourite. But fboh 
the Prince ftiiall grow weary of protedt- 
ing the man, wbofe folfe dependance is 
upon himielf J the protedion is too pain^^ 
ful to him in the end j and for fear of 
feeing a diffatisfied countenance in the 
pcrfon of the minifter, the honeft man, 
who hath told him the truth, (hall be 
given up to his indignation. After this, 
do you deferve to be informed ? Can 
you hope that any one will inform 
you ? What wife man will prefume to 
apply himfelf directly to you, without 
taking the minifter in his Way, whofe 
jealoufy is implacable? Do you not 
deferve to fee only with his eyes ? And 
arc you not given up to his moft un- 

lull- 
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joft pailionSy and moft unreafbnable 
prejudices ? And have you any remedy 
left againA fo great an evil ? 

XXXVI^ 

Do you not fufFer yourfelf to be 
blindly carried away by certain vain 
enterprizing men, who have the art to 
fct themfelves off, whilft you negleft 
and take no notice of plain, modeft, 
bafhful, and concealed merit ? A Prince 
(hews die groffnefs of his tafte, and the 
weaknefs of his judgment, when he 
cannot difcern how fuperficial and full 
of contemptible faults theie bold and 
impofing perfons are. Light-headed 
people, great talkers, pragmatical and 
poficive perfons, fcomfiil criticifers, and 
banterers, who turn every thing into a 
joke, are never efteemed by a wife and 
judicious Prince. He defpifeth fuch as 
find every thing eafy, who applaud 
every thing he likes, and who watch 
his eyes, or the' lone of his voice, to 
find out his intention, and to approve 
of it. He keeps out of all places of 
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truft fuch perfons as are meer outficles 
without depth; and on the contrary 
fearches after^ anticipates, and invites 
judicious and folid perfons, who are not 
eager after erfiployment, but diftruft 
thenifelves, and are afraid of being em- 
ployed^ who promife little and endea- 
vour to do a great deal, who fpeak 
ieldom and think much, who exprefs 
themfelves in a doubtful manner, and 
know how to contradidt with refped. 
Such fubjedts often remain obfcure in 
inferior places, whilft the higher poils 
are filled by bold and ignorant men, 
who have impofed upon the Prince, 
and ferve only to (hew how much he 
wants difcretion. Whilft you negled 
to enquire after concealed merit, and 
to difcourage forward men without fo- 
lid talents, you will be anfwerable to 
God for all the faults that fhall be 
committed by thofe who ad: under 
you. The trade of qjn artful courtier 
is very deftrudlive to a ftate. The 
leaft underftanding, and the jnoft cor- 
rupted, are often thofe who are beft 

(killed 



of Seif 'Examination, &c. 73 

{killed in this unworthy profcflion. 
It is aprofeflion which ipoils all others. 
The dodlor negledls his pradicc j the 
prelate overlooks the duties of his mi- 
niftry ; the general of an army thinks 
more of making his court, than of de- 
fending the ftate ; the ambaflador nc- 
gociates more for his own intcreft at 
his mafter's court, than for the true 
intereft of his mafter at the court to 
which he is fent. The art of making 
court corrupts men of all profeffions, 
and ftifles real merit. Bring down then 
thofe men whofe whole talent lies in 
pleafing, in flattering, in cafting falfe ap- 
pearances before your eyes, and in in- 
finuating themfelves to make their for- 
tune. If you do not, you will fill all 
places unworthily, and true merit will 
be always left behind. It is your duty 
to put back thofe who (riift them- 
felves too forward, and to^* bring for- 
ward thofe, who by doing their duty, 
ftay too far behind. 

D XXXVII. 
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XXXVII. 

Have you not heaped too many em- 
ployments upon the head of a iing)[e 
man, either to gratify his ambition, or 
to fave yourfeif the trouble of having 
too many people, whom you (hall be 
obliged to fpeak to ? When once a man 
comes to be the nian in fafhion, all is 
given to him; and it is judged right, 
that he only fliould do every thing. 
Not that he is loved, for nothing is foj 
nor that he is depended on, for the pro- 
bity of all mankind is diftrufted ; nor 
that he is found perfed:, for it is a plea- 
fure frequently to find fault with him j 
but merely from indolence and felf- 
will. One cares not to have to do with 
abundance of People ; to converfe with 
fewer, and not be too narrowly obferv- 
ed by fo many, one fhall make a finglc 
man do, what four would find a great 
difficulty in * doing. The public fuflfcrs 
by it, difpatches linger, overfights and 
wrongs are more frequent, and lefs ca- 
pable of being remedied. The man is 

over- 
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over-burdened, and would be highly 
dilplcafed if he were not. He has no 
time either to think, or to make a 
thorough ejiquiry, or to form fchemes ^ 
or to ftudy the men whom he emplo5rs, 
but is conftantly dragged on, from day 
to day, by a torrent of bufinc/s whkh 
he has to difpatch. Befides, fuch a 
number^of employments in one fingle 
perfon, frequently weak enough, ex- 
cludes all the better fubje<9s, that were 
capable of forming and executing great 
things. No opportunity is given for 
the improvement of any talent; and 
die Prince's indolence is the realcaufe 
of it. The moft weighty affairs are 
determined by the flighteftreafons. And 
thence arife innumerable wrongs. Pau^ 
ca de te^ faid St. Auguftine to Count 
Boniface, fed multa propter te. Pofli- 
bly you may not do much hym in your 
fingle perfon, but infinite mifchief by 
putting your authority into bad hands* 

D % Here 
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Here ended the heads of Self-^xamina'- 
tion: But the following difcourfi, 
whereof the manufcript alfo is entirely 
remaining in the hand-writing of 
Monf. de Fenelon^ Archbifi>opofCam^ 
bray, has been judged a proper Sup- 
plement to them^ and fit to make up one 
* piece with the foregoing^ 

NEighbouring ftates are not only 
obliged to behave mutually to- 
wards each other according to the rules 
of jufticeand honefty, but ought like- 
wife, as well for the fake of their own 
fecurity, as of their common intereft, 
to form themfelves into a kind of fo- 
ciety and general republick. 

It fhould be held as a maxim, that 
the greateft power will in time always 
prevail ova: and overthrow the reft, 
unlefs the Tatter unite to Jceep the ba^ 
lance even. There is no reafon to hope 

* This is the piece which is fuppofed to have moft 
difpleafed^ in K)me (hape, certain of the French mi- 
niiby, and principally determined them to fupprefs 
this whole work. 
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thatamongfl mankind a fuperior power 
j fhould conftantly be kept within the 
f bounds of a ftri£t moderation, or that 
it'ihould not be difpofed to defiremorc 
when ftrong, than it was able to ob- 
tain in its greateft weaknefs. Though 
there even was a prince of fb much 
pcrfe<ftion as to make fuch a wonderful 
ufe of his profperity, the wonder would 
ceafe with his reign. The natural am- 
; bition of fovercign princes, the flatteries 
i of their counfellors, and the prejudice 
'I of whole nations, will not allow us to 
^ think it poffible, that one nation which 
'[ has it in its power to conquer others^ 
^ [ ihould abftain from it for whole ages ; 
i one reign diftingui(hed by fuch an ex- 
' traordinary diiplay of jufticc, would be 
, the ornament of hiftory, and a prodigy 
never more to be feen again. We muft 
^ therefore rely upon faft and daily ob- 
* fcrvation, that every nation is defirous 
of prevailing over all the others that lie 
round it. Every nation, therefore, is 
obliged, for its own fecurity, to be con- 
tinually upon its guards to prevent the 
D 3 exceflive 
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cxceffivc growth of power in everj 
neighbour. To hinder a neighboui 
from growing too powerful, is not to dc 
evil ; it is to fecure ourfelves from flave- 
ry, and our neighbours alfo s it iatc 
ftand up in the caufe of liberty, tran- 
quility, and the public iafety ; fof the 
aggrandizing of a nation beyond certain 
bounds, changes the general fyftcm 
of all the nations that have any rela- 
tion to it. For inftance, the feveral 
fucccflions that fell into the houfe at 
Burgundy, and then thofe which ad- 
vanced the houfe of Auftria, changed 
the face of all Europe. All Europe 
had reafon to apprehend an univerul 
monarchy under Charles V. efpecially 
after Francis I. had loft the battle oi 
Pavia, and was taken prifoner. It is 
certain, that a nation, which had no 
direct quarrel with Spain, had, not* 
withftanding, at that time a right, in 
regard to the publick liberty, to op- 
pofe the rapid courfe of that power, 
which feemed ready to fwallow up all 
before it. 

Private 
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Private perfons have no right to 
oppofe the increafe of riches in their 
neighbours, bccaufe wc may fuppofe, 
that this increafe in one cannot be the 
ruin of the reft. There are written 
laws, and magiftrates, to reftrain the 
wrongs and violences committed be- 
tween families unequal in fubftance j 
but with ftates, the cafe is far other- 
wife. The too great increafe of one 
only may be the ruin and flavery of 
all the others, who are neighbours to it ; 
nor are there either written laws, or 
judges appointed, to ferve as a barrier 
againft the invafions of the moft pow- 
cmil. They have always a right to 
fappofe, that the moft powerful will at 
length exert its ftrength, when there 
Ihall be no other force of a like degree 
to put a ftop to its progrefs. Thus 
every Prince has a right, and is even 
obliged, to prevent fuch an increafe of 
power in his neighbour, as will expofe 
both his own people, and all the other 
neighbouring people, to the approach- 
D 4 \u^ 
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ing danger of flavery without redemp- 
tion. 

For inftance, Philip II. King of Spain, 
after he had conquered Portual, had 
a mind to make himfelf mafter of Eng- 
land. I know well, that his title was 
ill-grounded, for he had no claim but 
by Queen Mary his wife, who died 
-without children. Elizabeth, who was 
illegitimate, had no right to reign. 
The crown belonged to Mary Stuart, 
and her fon. But fuppofing that the 
right of Philip II. had been inconteft- 
able, all Europe would have had rea- 
fon, notwithftanding, to have oppofed 
his fettlement in England ; becaufe the 
addition of fo mighty a kingdom to 
his dominions in Spain, Italy, Flan- 
ders, the Eaft and Weft Indies, would 
have enabled him to give law, eipeci- 
ally by his maritime force, to all the 
other powers of Chriftendom. In this 
cafe, Summum jus, fumma injuria. A 
particular right of fucceffion, or dona-, 
tion, ought to yield to the natural law 
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of the fccurity of fo many nations. In 
a word, whatever overthrows the equi- 
librium, and gives the decifive ftroke 
for Univerfal Monarchy, cannot be juft, 
though it were even founded upon the 
written laws of a particular country. 
The reafbn is, that thefe written laws 
of a particular people, cannot prevail 
over the natural law of liberty and the 
common fecurity, engraven in the hearts 
of all the other people of the. world. 
Where power rifes to fuch a height, 
that all the other neighbouring powers 
together are no longer able to refift it, 
all the others have a right to combine 
together to prevent that encreafe, in 
confequence of which it would be too 
late to defend the common liberty. JBut 
before fuch leagues, which tend to pre- 
vent the too great encreafe of power in a 
ftate, can be lawfully formed the cafe 
muft be real and prefling ; the league 
muft likewife be only defenfive ; or at 
leaft made no farther ofFenfive, than as 
a juft and neceflary defence (hall find 
itfclf included in the fcheme of aa a^ 
D 5 ^^^q;v\s 
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countries of particular perfons are in- 
cluded. 

< Defehfive leagues are therefore juft 
ahd iieceffary, when the bufinefs really 
is to prevent a particular power from 
growing to fuch a height, as to be able 
to invade the whole. Nor has this fu- 
perior power a right to break the peace 
with the other inferior powers, merely 
upon account of their defenfive league ; 
becaufe they have a right to make it, 
and are even linder obligations fo to 
do. 

As to-an ofFenfive league, it depends 
upon circumftances. It (hould b,e 
grounded upon breaches of the peace, 
or upon the detention of fome coun- 
try belonging to the allies, or upon the 
certainty of fome other refembling foun- 
dation. Farther, as I have already ob- 
ferved, fuch treaties (hould be always 
limited to conditions, that may prevent 
the confequences which are frequently 
feen to follow, when one nation lays 
hold- of the neceflity of humbling ano- 
- -^ ^ ther. 
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thcr, which afbires to univcrfal tyrannj^, 
in order to afpire ity k itfelf in hg turiirj 
The proper way of making treaties of 
alliance, as well as the jufteft and ho- 
ncfteft, is to make them very exprefs, 
free from all equivocal term?,, and pre-^ 
cifely fimited to the certain benefit yovf, 
more immediately defire to obtain froni 
them. If great care is not taken of 
this, your engagements will turn to 
your difadvantage, by reducing your 
enemies too low, and advancing your 
ally too high. In this cafe, you muft 
cither fuffer what is deftrudtivfc to yqti, 
or depart from your engagements ; both 
which particulars are almoft equally 
fetal. ^ ' 

Let us go on to argue upon thefe 
principles in the particular cafe 6f 
Chriftendom, as it is that wherein wc 
are moft concerned. 

There are here only four kinds of 
fyflems. The firft is to be abfblutely 
fuperior to all the other powers,, even 
when united. This is the ftate of the 
Romans, and that of Chwlttca^t* 
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irhe fecfi^ is to be the fuperkv pow* 
er ia Obriftendom to the otners fiogly, 
who, notVithftanding, when united, 
ihall be ne^ly equal. The third is to 
be a power inferior to another,, butfup* 
ported by its union with all its neign* 
hours agaihft the predominant power« 
Laftly, the fourth is to be a power as 
near as may be equal to another, which 
keeps all quiet by this kind of equili- 
brium, which it honeftly fuftains with- 
^out ambition. 

The ftate of the Romans and Char- 
lemagne is by no means a ikte to be 
deifired. Firft, as it cannot be obtained 
without committing great wrongs^and 
violences of all forts 5 you muft feizc 
upon what does not belong to you^ and 
do it by wars, jijbominable both as to 
dheir duration and extent. Secondly, 
The defign is very dangerous ; for 
ftates are often ruined by the folly of 
thefe ambitious purfuits. Thirdly, 
Thofe immenfe empires, which have 
wrought fo much mifchief in their 
formation, have foon after fuffered 

taore 
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oiorc, terribly by their fall. : The firft 
minority^ or weak Prince upon, the 
throne, (hakes the too heavy n^f$, and 
feparates the people, who are not as 
yet accuftomed to the yoke, or not 
thorougly united), and then wh^t di- 
vifions arife, what confufion^ what anr 
archv, without remedy ? We need but 
recoiled the ills which fell out in the 
Weft, upon the fudden Gtti of the eni^ 
pire- of Charleroagne 5 and the over- 
throw of that of Alexander in the Eaft, 
whofe captains did more mifchief in di* 
viding his Spoils, than hirofelf had done 
in. ravaging Afia, This is the fyftem 
moftapttodazjle, nioft flattering, and 
moft fat^ to thofe who are able to exe- 
cute it. 

The fecond iyflsem is of a power fu^. 
perior to all the others fingly, but as 
near as may be equal to them whea 
united. This fuperior power has the 
advantage over the reft, of being en-' 
tirely uniform, uncompounded, abfo- 
lute in its orders, and certain in its mea- 
fures. But in courfe of time, if by 
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failing the jealpuiy of the reft it ceafes 
not to unite them againft it, it cannot 
Blit fall I it'exhaufts itfelf, arid' is ex- 
pofed to numb^rlefs unforefeeii acci- 
dents froto witHih, or may iuddenly be 
overthrown by attacks from without. 
Befides, it fpends itfelf to no purpofe, 
and niakes deftru6tive efforts for a fu- 
periority, wi^ch gives it no real ad- 
vantage, and expofes it to all manner 
of diflbbnour and danger. Of all ftates 
it is certainly the worft -, and the more 
£o^ as it can never tend, in its moft 
prolperous condition, but to pafs into 
the former fyftem, which we have al- 
ready feen to be unjuft and pernicious. 
The third fyftem is of a power in- 
ferior to another, but fo that the in- 
ferior,, united With the reft of Europe, 
conftitutes thie eq^uilibrium againft the 
fuperior, and the fecurity of all the 
other lefler ftateS. This fyftem has its 
difad vantages and inconveniences ; but 
is lefs hazardous than the foregoing, as 
it is upon the defenfiye, is lefs liable 
to be exhaufted, ha^ allies, tod is not 
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ufually, whilft in this ftate of inferi- 
ority fo inconfiderate and prefuming, 
as^ to threaten the ruin of thofe which 
are fuperior. We almoft conftantly 
fee, that in a little time the prevailing 
powers decline and-begin to fall. Pro- 
vided that this inferior flate bewiie^ 
difcreet, firm m its alliances, careful to 
give no umbrage to its allies, not to do 
any thing but by their advice for the 
common interefl, it will find work for 
the fuperior, till at laft it humbles it. 

The fourth fyflem, is of a power 
very nearly equal to another, with 
which it forms the equilibrium for ^ the 
publick fecurity. To be in this con- 
dition, without an inclination to de- 
part fi-om it, is the wifeft and happieft: 
flate. You are the common arbiter; 
pur neighbours arc all your fi-iends ; 
at leaft, thofe who are not fo, for that 
very reafon become fufpedled by all the 
refl. You do nothing which does not 
feem done for your neighbours, as well 
as for your people. You grow flronger 
every days and if, asincourfe of time 
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k wilt almoil inMlihly happen, that 
by a wife government youfhall come 
to lee more forces within, and more 
alliances without, than the power has 
which is jealous of yours, you muft 
then more firmly perfift in that wife 
moderation^ which confines you to fup- 
port the equililMrium and the common 
fecurity. Yott mufl: always bear in 
9>iQd the ills which large conquefb 
bring .upon a ftate, both from without 
and within j that they are without pro- 
fit, and cannot be undertaken without 
great hazard j, think, laftly, of the va- 
fikirey^ inutility^ and fhort duration, of 
larger empires, anc} cf the ravages they 
Qccafion when they fall. 
i But as it is not to be expefted, that 
a power fuperior to all the reft (hould 
continue long without abufing that fu« 
periority, a wifeand a juft Prince fhould 
never wifli to leave his fucceflors, who 
in, all probability will be lefs difcreet 
thai) hinifelf, the continual and violent 
t^mptatioft of too plain a fuperiority. 
£v9ji lor die welfare of his fuccefifors 

and 
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and his people, he ftiould confine him- 
felf to a kind of equality. It is trae, 
there are two forts of fuperiority ; the 
one exterior, which confifts in extent 
of territory, in fortified places^ in open 
paffages into the countries of his neigh- 
bours, &c. This ferves only to lay 
temptations, as fatal to himfelf as to 
his neighbours, to raife hatred, jealoufy, 
and leagues. The other is internal and 
folid, and confifts in a more numerous 
people, well inclined, and better cx- 
ercifed in tillage and „ neccflary arts. 
This fuperiority is ufually eafy to be 
acquired, fecurc, fheltered from envy 
and leagues, and e ven more adapted 
than conquefts and ftrong places to 
make a people invincible. This fecond 
fort of fuperiority cannot be. too much 
fought after, nor the former too much 
avoided, which has only a falfe appear- 
ance of glory. 
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at the caftle of Fenelon in Perigord^ 
on the 6th of Auguft, 1 65 1. He be- 
gan his ftudies in the province and at 
the univerfity of Cahors. He finiflicd 
them at Paris, under the name pf the 
Abbe de iFenelon. His uncle the 
Marquis de Fenelon, fiiperintended his 
education thfere. He was a nun dif- 
tinguifhcd by a great degree of merit 
and virtue. Duringthe youth of Lenvh 
XIV. he was the principal perfon con- 
ioei^ed In the trania<^ion6 that paiTed 
concerning duels. One fingle circum- 
ftance may enable us to pafs a judg- 
joient of his cbaradter. In makbg his 
compliments to M. de Harlay, writh 
whom he lived in great familiarity, 
upon his nomination to the Arch- 
biflioprick of Paris, he added to it this 
reflexion 5 There is a confiderable differ^ 
ence between the day wherein fuch a no- 
mination draws upon you the compliments 
of the whole kingdom of France^ and the 
day of your deaths vf hen you muji give ^ 
an account to God of your admin^ra- 
tion. 

This 
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' This uncle brought his nephew acr 
painted very early with a number of 
friends, who were perlons of great 
weight in the world. They immedi- 
ately found him to be a young man of 
extraordinary talents; and the idea they 
conceived of him gave the firft rife to 
a reputation, which was in a fliof t tinae 
to be advanced to the higheft degree. 
He was no iboner entered into priefts 
orders, than they conferred upon him 
the foperiority of the Nouvelfes-Catbo* 
liques, and another coramnnity of fe- 
males. His great talents for preaching 
were difplayed in the fermons and di^ 
couries which this office gave him fre- 
quent occafion to make. Thofe of his 
termons which have been preferved, 
and of which there is a collection print- 
ed, were compofed at this time. We 
muft alfo refer to the fame time his 
Dialogues upon Eloquence in general^ and 
ti^on that of the pulpit in particular 5 
which were not publiftied until after his 
death. The family having found the 
. manufcript among his papers, written 
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entirely with his own hand, caufed 
them to be printed. There is in them a 
juftnefs of taftc, and a knowledge of the 
rules, which may ferve as fure guides to 
judge of the compofitions of the greateft 
mafters of the art now in vogue. Preach- 
ing became afterwards fo familiar to 
him, that he did not compofe any more 
fermons. A. very little preparation ferved 
him to form*, in general, the plan of 
his difcourfe, and the order he defigned 
to obferve in it ; after which, he did 
no more than yield to the copioufnefe 
wherewith he abounded. It was an j 
Overflowing fpring, which difcharged 
itfelf upon his auditory ; and his elo- | 
quence had the beautiful charm of j 
reaching the heart to afFed: it, which I 
is not ordinarily found in ftudied dif- 
icourfes. Whilft he was Bifhop, he 
preached regularly during Lent in one 
of the churches in the city, and upon 
fome folemndays in the Cathedral, 
without giving the fame fermons over 
again the following year. The fame 
fubjed was conftantly handled .with a 

different • 
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<IHFerent torn by a fruitful genius, 
which had no need at any time to 
copy itfelf. He vifited every parifli in 
bis diocefe, both in the towns and coun- 
try, without exception^ and accompa- 
nied his vifitation with inftruftions to 
the people^ but of {o many fublimc 
and facred difcourfes there are now no 
remains, except what has been pre- 
ferved in the hearts of his hearers. The 
dignity of the pcrfons, to whom he 
owed this refpeCl, obliged him however 
to fet down in writing the fermon he 
preached at the confecration of the 
Eleftorof Cologne, Jofeph Clement of 
Bavaria. Except this piece of Chriftian 
eloquence, from his cuftom of preach- 
ing without notes, he has left behind 
him no other performances of this na- 
ture, befides the fermons of his youth 
we have already mentioned. Their 
beauty, and the intercfting manner 
wherein the truths of the gofpel are 
there handled, do fully demonftrate to 
us what he was in his earlier age, both 
^a Chriftian, and an orator^ ^svi^ 
E \5c& 
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the fame time point out to us the great 
value of what we have loft. 

It was alfo in the younger part of 
his life, that having contrafted a ftriA 
friQudfliip with a perfon of diftindlion, 
who had feveral daughters, he drew 
up for him, at his requeft, his Treafife 
. of the education of daughters. This 
difcourfe, with another entituled, Tl^e 
office of pajlors^ were the firft produc- 
tion of his pen that were made public. 
The rules- he lays down for the educa- 
. tion of daughters, and his manner of 
treating this fubjeft, (hew how tho^ 
rpughly acquainted the ;iuthor was 
with the heart of man, and the in- 
comparable talent he had for the edu- 
cation of youth. In his treatife pf the 
office of paftors, he lays down the fame 
principles concerning the authority of 
the cnurch which he ever afterwards 
maintained. 

To thefe great abilities the young 
Abbe joined a kind of piety, to which 
he had been ftrongly inclined from his 
infancy, and which confifted in fuch 



. difintereftednefs for himfelf, as to 
eave nothing to man, and afcribe all 
God. Such principles did not per-* 
nit him to purfue the common me* 
hods, which are pradtifed by thofc 
7ho ftudy to advance themfelves in the 
irorld. Mr. de Harlay, at that time 
Lrchbifhop of Paris, at firft received 
im extremely well. But ob/erving 
im not to be over- earneft in feeking 
is favour, he was offended at it, and 
lid to him one day. Sir ^ you have a mind 
' be forgotten^ andyou/hallbefo. Pro- 
Idence, however, did not fuffer it. . K, 
ewis I AT. having call his eyes upon the 
»uke of BeauviUiers,(whofe great virtue 
as the example of the court)^ to make 
im governor to the princes his grand-* 
lildren j this nobleman, who was the 
me perfon for whom he had drawn 
> his treatife of the education, of 
Lughters, caufed his friend to be 
lofen preceptor. The choice of the 
bbe de Fenelon for this important of- 
:e, procured a' very remarkable tefti- 
ony of his virtue and impartialk^ ^ ^^ 
E a ^x 
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it was given by that very M. BofTuet, 

who was afterwards his profecutor. 

Tefterday^ Madam, I was wholfy em- 

ployed upon the bappinefs of the church 

andjiate-^ to-day I have had leifure to 

reJieSi with more attention upon your 

joy ; which has given me a very fenfible 

pleafure. Your father^ my very good 

and deferving friend^ was recalled to my 

mind. Ireprefented to myfeifhowpkafed 

he mujl be upon this occafon^ in feeing 

the lujireof a virtue Jhine forth, which 

had concealed itfelf withfo much care. — 

Thk letter was written by the Bifhop 

to the March, de la Laval, the daughter 

of that uncle of the Abbe de Fenelon's 

we have WSB^ mentioned already. It 

was dated at Germigny, the country 

/g^ houfe of the bifhops of Meaux, on the 

y* 9th of Aug. 1689. 

The Abbe de Fenelon immediately 
entered upon his office di preceptor to 
the Duke of Burgundy, the eldeft 
of the Princes he was appointed to 
inftruft. No education had ever 

produced 
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produced fo good an efFe<3:. France 
was juft jready to reap the fruits of it, 
when an untiiffcly death carried off the 
Prince, whom fuch an inftrud:ion, as 
had been hitherto without example in 
a royal palace, had fo happily formed 
for the felicity of the people. The 
large compafs which the Abbe de Fe- 
nelon had taken into this inftruftbn,. 
led him to draw up thofe valuable 
pieces which are now left of him, and 
which one may always read without 
ever being weary. Wifiiom there af- 
fumes all forms, in order to engage 
the heart of a young Prince to the pur- 
fuit of virtue. It lays fucceflively before 
his eyes every particular of moment, 
that is fupplied either by philofophy, 
the ftudy of nature and its wonders, 
hiftory, the poets or fable, and the 
different charaifters of the moft re- 
nowned perfons both among the antients 
and moderns. And at the fame time, 
as he thus inftrufts him in^ all that he 
ought to know, the incomparable ma- 
fter conftantly direfts the heart of his 
E 3 ^^i^ 
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pupil to the love of a virtue, which 
refers all to the deity. . With Tele- 
machus^ to ufe the expreffions of the 
approbation of the m6ft extraordinary 
of thefe compofitions, we learn an in^ 
violaMe attachment to religion, both in 
frofperiiy and adverfty 3 to love our pa^ 
rents and our .country • to be kings ^ ci-^ 
tizens^ friends^ or even Jlaves^ if fa^^ 
nvill have it fo. — Too happy the nation^ 
for whom this work may fome day form 
a Telemachus and a Mentor t Mentor; 
and the Prince, whom he had made a 
Telepiachus^ were then no more, when 
the approbator of the work cxprefled 
himfelf thus. 

A Mentor could not live in the midft 
of a court, without being a fpedtaclc 
there. The Abb6 de Fcnebn even be- 
came a favourite^ but his favour was 
of an extraordinary nature. He was a 
favourite who never afked any thing 
either for himfelf, or for. any of his 
friends. He made no other ufe ,pf his 
credit, than to eradicate the notions 
id^Jch the corrupters of kings inflii 

inta 



M. de Fendon. 103 

into them of their grandeur and their 
power. Six years had paffed in this 
high favour, without his being thought 
of in the diftributions which were dai- 
ly made of ecclefiaftical benefits. And 
indeed it is not eafy, that any perfon 
fhould be thought of in fuch diAribu- 
tions, who takes no pains to pufti 
himfelf forwards, and joins prac- 
tice with the precepts of a ftrid: dif- 
intereftednefs. The King however 
thpught of him at laft, and gave him 
a confiderable abbey ^ and fbon after 
nominated him to the archbiflioprick of 
Cambray. The Abbe de Fenelon did 
not confent to accept of his great poft, 
until after the King had told him,^ that 
as the courfc df education was near at an 
end, the deferving peribns he had un- 
der him might fupply his iabfence. Up- 
on this he yielded to the King's plea- 
fure, and gave back into his hands at 
the fame time the abbey^ which had 
been given him fbme months before. 
The King feemed much furprized at 
it ; he had not been accuflomed to find 
E 4 ^^^ 
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iiich a degree of diiintereftednefe m 
his court ; but the example was no 
other in the eyes of the perfon who 
gave it, than a common aftion, which 
did not deferve the commendation it 
received. A nephew, for whom he 
had a very great afFedtion, and who is 
now the bifhop of Xaintes, and ano- 
ther* Abbe, a friend whom he dear- 
ly loved, were the only two that were 
under him about the Princes. He took 
no pains to recommend either of them 
to tlxe abbey he had quitted. They 
had both of them the fame principles 
with himTelf, in being willing to leave 
all to the difpofition of providence, 
without any intermixture of human in- 
duftry. Three years, after they became 
victims to their attachment for him, 
were driven from court,, deprived of the 
falaries annexed to their employment, 
without any benefice, or other advan- 
tage, in having attended nine years 
upon the Princes of France,, except the 

honour 

* M. TAbbe de Langcroo. 
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ionour of^ having been employed in 
beir education ; fo ftridtly careful was 
e who could fo eafily have provided 
Dr them, during a favour which laft- 
d> ib many years, to afk nothing either 
>r himfelf, or for the perfons that were 
eareft to him. 

So pure a virtue was not to want 
le trial of adverfity. The new arch- 
ilhop found himfelf infenfibly involved 
I the perfecution which was revived- 
jainft a lady, whofe prayer was 
rought under fufpicion, and who had 
sfore been in trouble upon that ac- 
3unt. A life of the greateft purity, , 
le conftant pradtice of every virtue 
om her infancy, . aiid- the moft holy 
icercifes of devotion,., were not able to 
iciire Madam Guion from the ma- 
ce of thofc who declared againft her. 
'he little enlargement we are obliged 
) give here upon the ftory of this lady, 
^ill not appear mjiplaced in an account 
'^hich has no other objedl than the life 
f the Archbilhop of Cambray. It 
rould not be fufficient, in fhort^ for a 
E 5^. , toaxi 
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wmn like him, the excellence of whofe 
morals, in a time of the hotteft per- 
iecution, his greatcft enemies never 
ventured to call in queftion. It would 
not be enough, that thofe who have 
been moft tranfported with fury againit 
him in their moft Ktter inve<aives> 
fhould find themfelves obliged, to pre- 
▼eot the indignation of the puUick, to 
acknowledge, as they ftill do to this 
day, that in this refpedk'he was always 
free frcMB the leaft reproach. Neither 
would his memory be juftified, if Ma- 
dam Guion herfclf had given the leaft 
caufe to doubt of the'conftant regula- 
rity of her condudt, if fhe had writ- 
ten nothing but* extravagancies, and 
had no other merit than of fobmitting 
to confefs her errors, if in reality flie 
had maintained any. It would always 
be an unpardonable weaknc;^ in an 
archbiihop to have efteemed and fuf- 
fered his bcft friends to have confided 
in a perfbn of a fufpicious condud, 
and in whom nought elfe was to be 
iotn but fanatici^. We (hould then 

be 
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be obliged to own frankly, .that his^^c* 
neration for her had been a blemifh In • 
his life. It is therefore pequifite^ that 
the publick fhould find here at leafl 
ibmething, whereby to form an idea 
of that lady*s character, of the eleva- 
tion of her foul, of the true fprings of 
the clamour that was raifed againfl her> 
and of the purity of her life, which 
was confirmed to the laft by the tefti- 
monies and confeffions of thofc who 
had taken the moft pains to prove hef 
guilty. Such as are defirous to make 
a more particular enquiry into this af- 
fair, need only' confult the writings of 
thofc times; not excepting even thofc, 
which M. Boffuet,'bi(hop of Meaux> 
publifhfed under .the odious title of-^ 
relation concerning ^ietifm^ &c. ©f 
Remarhy &c. provided the anfwcrs are 
compared with them, and the prelate 
confronted with the different manners^ 
•in which he has both thought and ex- 
preflTed himfelf concerning that lady^ 
at different conjunctures. It is by this 
comparifon^ added to y^hat has been 
E 6 t»^ 



io8 ne Life of 

fai4 upon this fubjeft, in the life of 
■ Madam Guion, written by herfelf, that 
^e may be able to obtain a thorough 
knowledge of the affair, and fhew on 
which fide truth and candour are moft 
to be found. 

The rage againft this lady was fu- 
rioufly increafed, when certain perfons 
of diftindtion about the court, were 
found to place their confidence in her. 
The fudden change of life in thefe 
perfbns, who before had been very con- 
vcrfant in the world, appeared to the 
diredtors, who were alarmed with the 
good they did not do, to be no other 
than the effedt of being dangeroufly 
feduced. 
'• The clamour was already begun, 
^ when the Abbe de Fenelon was nomi- 
nated to the archbiftioprick of Cambray. 
He was brought acquainted with this 
lady. The natural prejudice againft an 
extraordinary woman, who was become 
already iblpefted and perfecuted upon 
that fcore, was changed into a fingu- 
Hv veneration for her, as foon as he bad 

examined 
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examined her, and con verfed with her 
himfclf. It was a furpriiing fight to 
the court, to fee the archbimop indi- 
reftly attacked, and tottering in the 
king'is favour, by an attenipt to refleft 
upon him the nirious 2eal which was 
expreffed againft a peffon, whom he did 
not difown, he had very much efteem- 
ed, and ftill continued to efteem. And. 
yet he never undertook to defend her, 
but contented himfelf with conftantly^ 
refufing to yoim with thofe j who from- 
the condemnation they had made of 
fome of her writings proceeded to the 
moft violent perfecution of her perfon. 
When they prefTed him to aft farther 
againft her, he made anfwer, thgfthe 
errors they imputed to Madam Guion, 
could not be excufed by the igndrance' 
of her fex ; that what they had charged 
her with teaching would have raifed an 
horror in the groffeft villager ; that 
the imputation did not only relate to 
certa in expreffions of which flie had 
not perceived the confequences, but a- 
mounted to a diabolical defign, which 
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according to her accufers, was the foul 
of all that (he had written ; that he 
had often feen her, as all the world 
knew i that he had efteemed her^ and 
fuflfered her to enjoy the efteem of fe- 
veral eminent perfons, whofe reputa- 
tion was dear to the churchy and who 
confided in hini ; that though he had 
not thoroughly read at that time all her 
writings^ yet he neither could, nor 
ought to be wholly ignorant of them; 
that be had known enough to think 
it his duty to examine her very ftrifb- 
ly; chat he had often done it, at a 
time when^ having nothing to fear, fhc 
was more open with him, more freei 
and xyore difpofed to exprefs her natu- 
ral fentiments ; that he had obliged her 
to explain what (he thought upon the 
matter in debate ^ he had required her 
to explain the meaning of every one of 
the myftical terms (lie had ufed in her 
writings; and that he had always found 
the fenfe in which fhe underftood them 
to be very innocent, and very catho- 
Ikk J that he had very narrowly ob- 

ferved 
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ierved her pra^ice, and the counfets 
flie gave to thct'moft ignorant and un- 
wary pcrfons, and had never difcovcred 
the leaft footfteps of the hellifh max- 
ims that were afcribed to her^ And 
how could he in confcience charge her 
with thena, by authorising, with an 
approbation, the defamations that were 
publiihed againft her ? He owned that 
he did not comprehend the conduft of 
M. Boffuet. On the one hand, this 
prelate was inflamed with indignation^ 
if the impious fyftem which he im- 

{>uted to Madam Guion was ever fo 
ittle called in queilion y on the other^ 
be fcemed himfelf to have thought 
very differently of her. This lady had 
freely fubmitted herfelf to aprecede- 
ing examination; which^ on her part> 
hgd been quite voluntary. During the 
courfe of this examination, the bifhop 
had written him a l^ng letter,, whereia 
he had. pointed out to him his objec- 
tions to her prayer and experiences^ 
minutely mentioning the fevsral. parti- 

culars 
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culars which offended him in* her writc^ 
ings, for fhe had put all of them into 
his hands without the leaft refervc; 
and at the fame time acknowledging. 
That he could not difowit-^ that he dif- 
cerned Jpmething in her which very much 
affected him '^^ and this wjj (he faid) 
that infatiable dejjre of crojfes-^and re* 
proaches, and the choice that God made 
for her of certain humiliations and fuf- 
feringSj wherein his finger and his wilt' 
feemed to be exprejfed. Is it ufual to 
write thus of a perfoh, whofe writings 
after a thorough examination fhould 
have no other tendency than to pro- 
more irregularity, and th.e moft extra- 
vagant fanaticifm ? For it was this that 
M..de.Meaux pretended afterwards* ta 
difcover in them, when he attempted 
to reproach M; de Cambray with the 
inonftrous errors he imputed to his 
friend. During this examination of 
pure confidence, he had made cxtrafts 
out of the MSS. which Madam Guion 
had put into his hand& with fo littb 

refervc 



M de Ftndon. ' 1^13 

rcferve, and -efpecially out of the ac- 
count of her life *, which (he had writ- 
ten out of pure obedience, and wherein 
her moft fecret difpofitions were related 
with great ingenuity. Thefc were the 
very extrafts, which M. de Meaux 
had kept in his hands, and which in 
th€ heat of the difpute he was after- 
wards led to make ufe of by giving 
them odious and ridiculous turns, which 
without doubt he had not feen, when 
he difcerned fomething in the lady that 
very much afefled him. The cafe was 
the fame with the journies (he had un- 
dertook. She returned from them in 
1686. In the firft perfecution raifed 
againft her, and which was foon after 
her return to Paris, fhe was taken into 
cuftody, and afterwards fet at liberty 
in 1688, by the king's. order> when 

informed 

* It was not till long afterwards-, and o»lx ^*"^® 
the death of Madam Guion, which was in 1717, 
thirteen years after the deceafe of M. Boffuet, Bifhop 
of Meaux, that this Life,: written by herfelf, was 
made publick by ai\ impfreffion. What goes beyond 
the aceount of her firft. confinement^ and her.difchargc 
fjsoip it in 1688, is "a contiuuaUou Ci£ >mV)J|J. Vl»^^ 
Mdttixh^din his liaods. 



114* The Life of 

informed of her innocence. The affair 
had been publick. This detention, the 
-artifices made ufc of to bring it upon 
her, the journies which had preceded 
it, their motives, the great number of 
fouls which had been drawn over to 
piety through her means, and what, 
fhe was to fuffer from men ; all this was 
defcribed at large, in the MS. of her 
life, which fhe had put into the hands 
of M. de Meaux, and which he had 
read when he wrote the letter to him, 
wherein be told him, that be couJd not 
•difown but that he difcerneclfomethin^ in 
her which very much afeffed him. This 
letter wa- written in March 1694, ^^^ 
is, feveral years after her return from 
all her travels, and her firft perfecution 
which was over in 1688. It was fix 
years after all this, that M. Boffuet acr 
knowledged the exprefs finger of God in 
all thajt me had to fuffer, and the choice 
that he made of certain crojfes and hu- 
miliatiom for her ;, and that he difcern- 
cd nothing more In thofe crofles and 
humiliations than the infatiabk defirefix 

hadt 
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had of them', wherewith he was edified. 
At the fame time he had given her the 
rommunion with his own hand» and 
lad allowed her the daily ufe of the 
acraments, in his own diocefe. Laft- 
fj it was after having detaine4 her fix 
Qonths at Meaux, whither ihe had 
'oluntarUy retired, in order to undergo 
. more ftrift examination, that he fuf- 
bred her to depart thence with a full 
tteftation, bearing date in the month 
f July 1695, without requiring any 
ft from her, whereby (he formally re- 
afted any error whatfoever. In this 
^teftation the biihop faid, that be had 
mtinued her in the participation of the 
\crament5, wbef%in be had found her i 
sclaring, that he bad not found her in 
ty fort involved in the abominations of 
iolinos^ or any other condemned opinions, 
td that he had not meant to imply it in 
)e mention 'he had made thereof in bis 
finance of the i6th of jipril 1695. 
his ordinance, wHich he recalled, was 
lat which contained the condemnation 
ftwa fmall books of Madam Guion's, 
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that were the only ones then printedl 
M. Boffuet had required of her aft 
aft of fubmiffion to this cenfurc i he 
had even diftated the terms of it to 
her, and made her fay, that Jhe bad 
never maintained any of the err or s^ merh 
tioned in the faid paftoral letter^ having 
ahvays intended to write in a cathoUck j 
finfiy not imagining then that any other 
cotild have been put wpon her words. \ 
The fuperior of the monaftery of 
Mcaux, had on her fide likewife gi- ] 
vcn her another atteftation, figned by 
licrfelf and the principal perfonsof her 
community, wherein they certified, 1 
that Madam Guion having rejided fi^ * 
months in their houfej^by the order and 
permijjion of the Bijhop of Meaux^ their 
illuftrious prelate and lord^ Jhe had not 
given them the leafi pain^ or trouble diU' 
ring her rejidence thefe^ but very> confir 
derable edipcatiom — as they had obferved 
in aUher conduct y and in all her words, 
great regularity^ Jimplicity^ Jincerity, 1 
humility, mortification, Chrifiian p(^ 
tiejK& and gentknefs,, with a true d^ 
' • ' votiom 
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n and regard for every thitig that 
faiths — and that if thefaid lady 
dijfofed to make choice of their houje 
^ein tofpend the rejl of her days in 
ement^ their c$mmtmity JhouJd efieem 
a favour andfatisfabion *. This 

attefta« 

rhere are here fupprefled only a few lines of the 
tion, which are of no importance to the fubj^ 
ts of. F. Dom Touflaints du Pleflis, a Benedic- 
as given it entire in his Hiftory of the Charch 
aux, printed at Paris in 173 1, where it may be 
He has been equally jufl as to the other attefta- 
iven by M. BoiTuet himfelf, asalfb in freely own- 
hat this prelate, going immediately after to Ver- 
^ feemed to repent of his having given in, and 
in vain, fome few days after, to get it back into 
nds, and fubftitute a different one in the room of 
>rtain writers, who value not their being an- 
ul when it is their buiinefs to impofe, and who 
been fully ienfible of the weight of this circum- 
: related iy the writer of the Hiftory of Meaux, 
endesiroured to give a different turn to it, and in- 
ly to deftroy the known truth of the fad, in a 
;d piece, which they have difperled as the genuine 
f the journal of a man, who had been dead cwen^ 
before ; wherein they have (b difpofed what we 
heie related concernmg thefe two attteftations^ 
any one who (hould read it without miftrufting 
defigns to difguiie the tmth, would be apt to be- 
y that the fecond attefbitiQn^ which M. de Meaux 
ipted to fubAitute in the place of the other, had . 
civen before it^ and upon another occa&wk^ 
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atteftacion, like that of the biihop^ti 
was draivn up in the month of July 
1605, and differs only in the date of 
a few days. 

This was what pafied at Meaux af« 
tcr upwards of a- year*s examination, 
and eight years after Madam Guion^s 
return from all her travels, which were 
fo well known to M. Boffuet, Whence 
comes it, faid the Archbilhop of Cam- 
bray, that fo great reniiffnefs preceded 
fo much rigour ? For his own part, he 
had never found any other than a can- 
did and docible difpofition in the lady, 
fo as to be always ready to fubmit to 
others the judgment of her own expe- 
riences, 

We rauft not therefore be furprized, that the Bene- 
^iftin's candour in this point, as alfo in fome other 
paffages, has been judged infupportable by men of this 
charafter ; notwithftanding that in other Places he has 
thought fit to make M. Boffuetthe principal hero of his 
hiftory, and upon this principle to foften abundance of 
particulars relating to the difference between him and 
the Archbifhop of Cambray, and to pafs over others ia 
filcnce. This condu6l could not fecurc him from the 
rage of thefe people, who have fallen furioufly upon 

• him, becaufe the refped he bore to truth had p re- 
vdJled on him not to be ovcr-^partial in the Bccoant he 

^SFC 0/ this famous quantV 
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ricnces^ and even to condemn them if 
difapfwoved by them 5 for which reafon 
he could not in confcience join with 
her accufers. He farther added, •* the 
^VBiftiQps who condemn her, have done 
" it by writings which they have pub- 
'* liihed ; they have fince confined her, 
" and loaded her with ignominy ; I have 
•* never faid one fingle word either to 
^* juftify or excufeher, or to alleviate her 
** prefent condition 5 and is not that go- 
** ing a great way, confidering all that 
" I know ? The leaft I can do to an un- 
" fortunate perfon, whofe converfation 
"was always edifying to me, is to keep 
** filence whilft others condemn her/* 
But this filence was not fufficient for 
thofe who wanted of him a publick ap- 
probation, which might ferve to juftify 
their ccnfures againft her writings, and 
their feverity towards her perfon. His 
conftant refufal provoked them, and be- 
came an^occafion of their falling upon 
himfelf. It was already feen, by their 
manner of proceeding againft Madam 
Guion, that he was rather the ob^eO: 
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they aimed at than herielf. To Hop 
the mouths of all who fought to ren- 
der him fufpedted of illufion, he de- 
termined to publifli a book, wherein, 
without taking any notice as before of 
what concerned Madam Guion, he 
applied himfelf folely to diflinguiih the 
true fpirituality from the falfc. The 
publication of this book, wherein the 
author laid open his fentiments very 
clearly, cut off all pretext of including 
him in an affair, with which he could 
have nothing farther to do, unlefs there 
werefome objed:ions to be made to his 
book. And this chanced to be the cafe. 
All the expreffions in it were hardly 
interpreted, that they might have ibme- 
thing to find fault with. The inclina- 
tion of mankind, who are always dif- 
pofed to grow tired of a virtue incapa- 
ble of fwerving from the truth, was 
favourable to thofe who imputed dan- 
gerous fentiments to the preceptor of 
the Princes of France. The King faw 
a Bifhop of the age and reputation of 
M. Bofluet in the pofture of a penitent 
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egging pardon of him for not having 
x>ner acquainted him with the fana- 
icifm of his brother Bifhop. The 
ton-compliance of the accufed Arch-> 
lifhop, who reflifed to abandon his 
)Ook, was reprefented as a proof of his 
ibftinacy in the errors they imputed to 
lim. Upon which he was difgraced. 
rhey could not, however, rcfufe him 
he liberty of appealing to thejudg- 
ncnt of the Pope his fuperior. But 
Lt the fame time he received orders to 
etire from court, from whence he 
leparted, never more to return. " Be 

* under no concern about me,*' fays 
le, in a letter to one of his friends, 

* the affair of my book is carried to 

* Rome. If I am miftaken, the au- 
'* thority of the holy fee will unde- 
'* ceive me, which is what I feek for, 
'' with an humble and refigned heart. 
^* If I have exprefled myfelf amifs, they 

'^ will corre(5l my expreflions. If 

^* the Pope condemns my book, if it 
•* fo pleafe God, I will be the firft to 
" condemn it, and to iffue out an edia 

F . ^* v^ 
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*' to fcrbid the reading of it. — I am 
*^ going to Cambray, having facrificed 
^' to God, from the bottom of my 
heart, all that I am capable of lacri- 
ficing to him. Permit me to exhort 
you to enter ii^to the fame fpirit. 
Nothing worldly or temporal has had 
any (hare in what I have done for 
the doiftrine I have judged to be 
true ; nor have I omitted to lay be- 
fore the Pope any of the reafons, 
which may fupport that do6lrine. 
Enough has been done on my part j 
*' it belongs to God to do the reft, if 
** it is his caufe that I have defended. 
•* Let us neither regard the defigns of 
** men, nor the fteps they take; it is 
•* God alone that we fhould look up 
** to in all this. Let us be the children 
*• of peace, and peace will reft upon 
•* US; if it be bitter, it will be only 
** the more pure. Let us not marr the 
•* uprightnefs of our intentions by 
•* any obftinacy, any paffionate warmth, 
*' any human induftry, any over-ear- 
^' neA dejfire to juftify ourfelves. Only 
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let us give an account of our faith ^ 
' let us corrcft ourfelves if we have 
' need of it, and let us bear corredtion 
patiently, even tho* we (hould not 
deferve it. As to you. Sir, your part 
in the affair is (ilence, fubmimon, 
and prayer. Pray for me, upon fo 
prefling an occafion. Pray for the 
Church, which fuffcrs fhefe fcandals. 
Perfedlion is become fufpedlcdj ib 
much was not required to divert rcmifs 
and conceited Chriftians from it. Dif- 
interefted love feems a fource of illu- 
fion and abominable impiety. Chri- 
flians, under a pretext of fecurity 
and caution, have been accuftomed 
to feek God only through motives 
of felf-intercfl and happineis. Souls, 
which have made the greateft pro- 
ficiencies, are forbidden to.'ferve God 
through the motive, by which it has 
hitherto been wiftied, that even fin- 
ners (hould return from their wick- 
ed ways, I mean^ the goodncfs of 
God infinitely amiable. I know the 
terms oipure Jove and aiandmin^ «^ 
F 2 *^ 2fe\sSfc^% 
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abuied ; I know that hypocrites, un- 
der fuch fpecious names^ fubvert the 
*• Gofpel. But pure love is, notwith- 
ftanding, no lefs the perfcdtion of 
Chriftianity j and it is the worft re- 
medy that can be, to endeavour to 
abolifh what is perfect, only to hin- 
der it from being abufed. God can 
better provide in this cafe, than men. 
Let us humble ourfelves, and keep 
•* iilence ; and inftead of reafoning up 
** on prayer, let us take care that we 
•* (M^y. It is thus that we defend our- 
*^ felves ; it is in filence that our ftrengtb 
«' will lie/' 

With fuch difpofitions M. de Cam- 
bray thought only of waiting peaceably 
for the judgment of Rome upon bis 
book; but thofe who had begun to 
profecutQ him, did not judge it con- 
Tenient to a£t in the fame manner. He 
found himfelf violently attacked by 
three bifhops at once, who were the 
iame that had publifhed their cenfurei 
upon the fmall printed books of Ma- 
^m Guion. The attack was too vi- 

oUat 
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olent to allow him to keep filence ; it 
was a duty owing to himfelf, owing to 
the defence of his caufe at Rome, not 
to countenance the reproaches of his 
adverfaries by his filence. But he con^ 
ftantly confined himfelf to a defence a- 
bounding with moderation^ and to fuch 
explications of his fentiments^ as juflified 
his dodtrine. 

M. Bofluet had fufiered himfelf to 
be carried fo far in' the heat of the dif- 
pute^ that he faw himfelf abandoned 
in an eflential point by almoA all the 
divines of the fchooU dnd particularly 
by the Bifhop of Chartres himfelf, 
tho' btherwife united in interefl with 
him in this quarrel. They found that 
M • BofTuet, in order the better to efk-^ 
blifh hope, had dcflroyed charity. M. 
de Cambray was advifed to make a di- 
verfion, by attacking the books of hifi 
principal adverfary at Rome, as the 
latter had fallen upon his. The pioxig 
Archbifhop made anfwer, that he had 
wrote his book merely out of the nc- 
ceflity they had laid him under of di^ 
F 3 ^vw2ji^* 
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flinguifhing the true fpirituality from 
the falfe^ and to fhew how far he was, 
by defending the one^ firom counte- 
nancing the others but that he too 
much lamented the fcandal of the dif- 
pute under which the church groaned, 
to have any inclination to perpetuate it 
by recriminating againfl his brother. 

In the mean time, the writings both 
for and againfl the book of the Max- 
ims were multiplied. Thofc of the 
Archbifliop were fo drawn up, as to 
make his adversaries repent that they 
bad laid him under a neceffity of pub« 
liflhing his defences. They did him, 
by this means, contrary to their ex- 
pedation, a confiderable fervice. Wc 
lliall fee, in the following letter, of the 
month of May 1698, the anfwer he 
gave to M, Brifacier of the foreign 
miffions, who had wrote to him after 
the publication of the firll of his de- 
fences, in aggravation of the extremities 
to which the matter was reduced by 
them. 

'' Sir, 
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" Sir, It was unwillingly, and under 
extreme neceflity, that I wrote to 
defend my faith, when violently at- 
tadced. I delayed the Af&irat Rome 
for two months, refufing conftantly 
to print my defences, and fatisfying 
myfelf with fending them thither in 
manufcript. At laft I was informed, 
that it was ufual at the tribunal of 
the Holy Office, to print the pro- 
duftions ; that my manufcripts could 
be neither fo legible, nor fo corrcdt,, 
as the judgment in fo nice and im- 
portant an affair required; that they 
mufl be in the hands of a great num- 
ber of people, and communicated to 
my adverfaries; and that thus it 
would be impoilible to keep them 
fecret^ and that, lafl:ly, myanfwers 
ought to be as publick as the accu- 
fations. I then yielded to the necef^ 
iity of printing them ; but I was fo 
averfc to expofe this fcene to the 
publick, that my printed tracts were 
^* fent to Rome above fix weeks before 
^* I could refolve to publifh them in 
F4 •' ^^-^CCi^. 
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'• France. When they were publifhed 
*' at Rome, and I found that my ad- 
'* vcrfaries pofted up and difperfed their 
•* performances againft me in every part 
•* of my diocefe, I thought it then my 
•* duty not to be referved in my own 
** vindication, nor to fufFer myfelf to 
'* be defamed in the midft of my own 
" flock. 

•* As to the manner in which I have 
^' wrote them, I may be miftaken, and 
•' herein fubmit to tlie reader's judg- 
*• ment; but as, in my own opi- 
•* nion, I was neither influenced by 
** paffion or refentment, whilft I was 
'* writing them, fo I think I have not 
*' exprefled any indecent warmth in a- 
•' ny of them, I took great care to fujh 
** prefs whatever did not appear to me 
«* efTential to my cafe. I have behaved 
** refpedfully to the perfons who have 
** treated me otherwife; but I could 
** not avoid taking notice of fbme par- 
*' ticulars, which, againft my inclina- 
*' tion , refle<5tcd upon them, as they were 
^' matters of importance, either to the 



cc 



M. de Fenehn. i2f 

dcxSlrine, or to the trial. If there is 
any paflage, wherein my caufe is 
not concerned, and which offends 
againft either truth or charity, or the 
refpedt which is due to my brethren, 
I will make them a publick repara- 
*' tion, without requiring the like from 
" them, tho'manifefllyduetome, for 
*^ the injurious and abufive treatment 
they nave given me in their write- 
ings. 

" Let but any one compare, with- 
out prejudice, their words with mrne. 
Their expreffions areallartful,haugh* 
ty, and infulting ; their very writings, 
which they would have pafs for mild 
ones, are full of ingenious turns to 
blacken me, under a (hew of civility 
** towards me. For my part, I have 
" confined myfclf to eicpofe their fo- 
** phiftryj to rellore the text of my 
** book, which, they have mifquoted, 
** and to refute the tenets^ which de- 
^ ftroy charity, which confound the 
*« order of nature with that of grace, 
" and which overthrow all nacdluisk 
F 5 "^ \»- 
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" between fupernatural virtues and vi- 
** cious concupifcence. All the lovers 
" of found dodlrinc, who dread novel- 
** ties, have reafon to be pleafed with 
me, fcMi having oppofedfo dangerous 
a confpiracy againft the whole fchool. 
Laftly, I have (hewn, that my ad- 
verfaries have clearly underftood, that 
the intereA: which a man has in be- 
ing faved is very different from the 
falvation itfelf ; and that they have 
approved in other authors, what they 
would have accounted impious in 
my book. And now, Sir, arc not 
all thefe particulars eilential to my 
defence ? Ought I to fupprefs them, 
for fear of opening the eyes of the 
publick in what concerns the con- 
duct of my brethren ? Ought I to 
conceal the wrongs they have done 
me, and fuffer myfelf to be defamed 
as a fecond Molinos, who is a plain 
teacher of blafpbemies ? Had I not 
frequently declared, that they would 
*^ at laft compel me to vindicate my- 
•* fclf in a manner which Would retort 
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back upon my adverfaries? Did 
they vouchiafe to liften to mc ? Have 
they not taken pains to carry matters 
to extravagant lengths^ in order to 
render all accommodation impoflible ? 
Have they not taken my patience for 
a weaknefs without refburce ? Have 
they not reduced me to fuch a ftate, 
that I could not have vindicated my- 
felf from horrible impiety, and an in- 
excufable defpsur, unlefs I had laid 
open the injuftice of the accufation 
in the face of the whole church ? 
Was it right, to throw me into thefc 
extremities againft my own inclina- 
tion, and then complain of them as 
tho* they had no (hare in them? 
Any other Perfon but myfelf, I dare 
venture to fliy. Sir, would demand 
a cepfure to be paiTed on M. dc 
Meaux*s books, and a publick repa- 
ration for the grievous accufations 
they have groundlefly brought againft 
me ? The lefs I demand fuch a re- 
paration, the more it is due to the 
Church from my brethren. Formy- 
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*• fclf, I go no farther than to juftify 
" my belief, and they muft blame 
themfelves for having reduced me 
to fuch a condition, that I cannot 
prove myfclf not to be impious, but 
by proving the odioufnefs of their 
proceedings againfl me. If the truth 
fimply told, in its natural force, when 
delivered with mildnefs, with refpedt, 
and under the mofl: preffing neceffity 
that ever a bifhop was laid, (halt 
offend the nice ears of thofe who have 
plainly laid him under that neceffity^ 
what can be faid to them ? 
*' When they (hall be difpofed to 
keep filence, I fhall alfb gladly keep 
" it 5 for in the midfl of ihefe wordy 
** wars, I breathe nought but peace, 
•* and a conclufion of the fcandal. But 
* the more they write, the more ob- 
^' liged I (hall be to prove clearly their 
*' injurious treatment, which I could 
*' wi(h it were in my power to conceal 
'^ If, after having wrote fo much, they 
*' can only repeat what 'has been al- 
'* ready faid, they will do no harm to 

** their 
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*' their caufe by being fileril hereafter. 
^' According to rule. Sir, as you know, 
*' the accufers who* have been the firft 
*' to fpeak, fhould be alfo the firft to 

hold their tongues. If, on the other 
•* hand, they have any new proofi to 
•* urge, or any new turns to give to 
" the old ones they have already pro- 
*' duced, it is but juft, that I fhould 
*' be alfowed time to make a reply to 
•* them. The accufed ought to foeak 
*' laft, efpecially when he is a Biuiop, 
" whom they would convift of impi- 
^^ ety in the face of the^ whole church. 
"It may be feen by the aifpatch, where- 
" with I have already anfwered the 

principal points in the lad volume of 
'* M. de Meaux, how litt)e difpofed I 
'* am, either to perplex the queftion, ^ 
'* or prolong the difpute. I hope, by 
'* God*^s afSftance, that my adverfaries 
*' will advance nothing fo fpecious, ei- 
** thcr in point of doftrine or fa<ft, as 
** not to be confuted by me upon very 
" good reafons. For my part, what- 
** ever happens, I more than ever fuh- 
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'^ mit all my works to the holy fee, 
" with a docility without re&rve, and 
" without diftiiiftion of faft and right, 
*^ I wi(h thofc who have wrote agamft 
•* me were as fubmiffive, and as traft- 
" able, with refpeft to the tenets which 
" they have advanced. Judge, Sir, by 
** the freedom wherewith I anfwer you, 
" how much I honour you, and with 
*^ what refpedt I receive your advice 
" concerning the temper and patience 
I ftand in need of. Pray to God, that 
he would grant them me, I beg of 
you, andMonf. Tiberge, to whom 
" I fend my reTpe<fts, and believe me 
'' to be, with the fincereft regard, &c'' 
The affair lafted near two years at 
Rome. His adverfaries were fupportcd 
with all the credit, that their iitua- 
tion in France could give them. And 
they made ufe of it with fo much the 
lefs referve, as they were provoked to 
fee the Archbiftiop, though in difgrace, 
make no abatement of his refolution in 
the defence of his caufe ; that not only 
the publick was inclined to favour the 

perfe«> 



cc 



fff 



M. de Fenelon. ijj: 

perfecuted fide, but that there were 
alfo divided fentiments at Rome con- 
cerning the book they had fo highly 
traduced. Of ten cxanainers, that were 
chofen to deliberate concerning it, there 
were five who declared in favour of it ; 
and amongfl thefe fome perfbns of the 
greateft character and diftindion, who 
have been fince honoured with the pur- 
ple*. They had then recourfe to a 
blow, which was judged ncceffary to 
let them fee at Rome, how much the 
court of France, which openly follicited 
the condemnation of the book, had the 
aflEair at heart. They prevailed on the 
King to difmifs the Abbe de Beau- 
mont, the Archbiftiop of Cambray's 
nephew **, the Abbe de Langcron, his 

very 

a Rodolvich, ArchbiOiop of Chietti, and fether Ga- 
brielis, a monk of the order of S. Bernard, and whgfe 
name is fbmetimes written Gabriellio, were of the 
number of thofe five confulters, who in the congrega- 
tions conltantly periiiled in defending the book and the 
propofitions which had been extraded from it. They 
were both fmce made Cardinals. 

ilis filter's ion. He is at jprelcnt bifliop of 
Xaintes. 
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very old friend, and Meff. Du Puy and 
De TEchelle, whofe attachment to him 
had remained firm notwithflanding his 
difgrace and the danger of their being 
involved in it, from tneir attendance on 
the Princes his grandchildren. They 
difpofed of the Archbifliop^s apartment 
at Verfailles, which titt this time had 
not been done; and both himfelf, and 
thofe who were difmifled upon . this 
occafion, were ftruck off from the 
ftate-lift, and denied the falaries which 
were ufually given to fuch perfons du- 
ring life^ as bad been honoured with 
any (hare in the education of the 
Princes of France. The fame treat- 
ment would have farther extended to 
fome others of the moft valuable per- 
fons about the court, if the folicitors 
of this affair had found credit enough 
to have carried it to the utinoft lengths 
that they defired. Nothing can enable 
us to form, a better judgment of the 
temper which the Archbifhop of Cam- 
bray maintained in the midft of fo vio- 
lent a ftorm» than the following letter, 

vdiich 
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which he wrote to the Duke of Beau- 
villicrs, at the time when it raged moft 
ftirioufly againft him. 

" I cannot avoid telling you, my 
'^ good Duke, what I have at my heart. 
" Yefterday I fpent the day, which 
" was the feaft of St Lewis, in devo- 
'* tion and prayer for the King. If 
" my prayers were good, he will be 
" fenfible of it, for I prayed very hear- 
" tily. I did not afk for him any tem- 
" poral profperity 5 for of that he has 
" enough. I only begged that he might 
" make a good ufe of it, and that, 
*' amidft fuch great fuccefs, he might 
" be as humble, as tho* he had un- 
'* dergone fome deep humiliation. I 
^' wiflied he might be not only the fa- 
" ther of his people, but withal the 
" arbiter of his neighbours, the mode- 
" rator of all Europe, fo as to fecure the 
" tranquillity of it, and laftly, the pro- 
'' ted:or of the church. I begged that 
"« he might not only go on to fear God 
•• and refpeft religion, but that he might 
^ alfo love God, and feel how eafy 
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*' and light his yoke is to thofc who 
^' bear it lefs through fear than love. 
*' I never found in myfelf a greater 
*' degree of zeal, or, if I may venture 
** to ufe the expreffion, of affeftion ta 
" his perfon. Though I am full of ac- 
" knowledgment, it was not the good 
** he has done me that then moved 
** mc. Far from being under any un- 
" eafineft at my prefent fituation, I 
" vrould have offered myfelf with joy 
'* to God, to merit the fandtificatiba 
*' of the King. I even confidered his 
•* zeal againft my book as a comment 
'* dable effea of his religion, and h?. 
•* juft abhorrence of whatever has tQ. 
•• him the appearance of novelty. I 
*' looked upon him as an objeft deier- 
<^ ving of the favour of God. I called 
V< to mind his education without folid 
«« inftruftion, the flatteries which havft 
«* furrounded him, the fnares laid fp^ 
« him in his youth, the profane coun* 
" fels that were given him, the diftruft 
«' that was with fo much pains inftille^ 
^^ into hini againft the excefles of cer^ 

« tain 
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^ tain profeiTors of devotion^ and the 

* artifice of others; and laftly, the pe- 
^ rils of greatnefs, and fuch a multii- 

* plicity of nice affairs. I own, that 

* with all thefe things in view, not- 
^ withftanding the great refpcft that is 
' due to him, I had great compa£- 

* fion for a foul fo much cxpofed. I 
' judged his cafe deferred to be la- 

* mented, and I wifhed him a more 

* plentiful degree of mercy to fupport 
' him in fo formidable a ftate of proC- 
' perity. I heartily prayed S* Lewis 

* to obtain for his grandfon the grace 
' to imitate his virtues. I reprefented 
' his majefty to myfelf, as humble, 
^ coniiderate, weaned from all earthly 
' enjoyments^ thoroughly pofleiled with 

the love of God, and placing his 
confolation in the hope of a gl(My 
and crown infinitely more defirahb 
than his own; in a word, I reprefented 
him to myfelf as another St. Lewis. 
In all this I had not, as I appre- 
hend, the leaft intercfted view ; fijr 
I was diipofed to remsun all my life 
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" deprived of the comfort of feeing his 
'* majefty in this flate, provided he 
*' was in it. I would have confcnted 
** to a perpetual difgrace, provided I 
•• knew that the King was entirely af- 
•* ter God's own heart. I qnly dcfirc 
*' he may have folid virtues, and fuch 
•* as are fuitablc to the duties of his 
" ftation. Thus, my good duke, I 
•* yefterday employed my feftival. I 
•* prayed alfo moft heartily for our 
** young prince, for whofe falvation I 
" would give up my life with joy. 
" Laftly, I prayed for the principal 
•* perfons who are about the King, 
*' and wifhed you all the renewal of 
" grace in the difficult times wherein I 
'* you live. For my own part, I am • 
•' at peace, in the midft of almoft | 
*' continual fufferings. By cafting fcan- ; 
'* dal upon me, they fhall not, by 
** God's will, exafperate me, neither , 
** {hall they difcourage me ; they will \ 
** not make me an heretick, by faying i 
*' that I am one. I have a greater al> 
•* horrencc of novelty, than thofe who 

•^ feem 
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' feem fo much to ilart at it. I am 
^ more firmly attached to the Church. 
^ I thank God, I breathe nothing but 
' fincerity, and fubmiffion without re- 
^ fervc. After laying my reafons before 
' the pope, my confcience will be dif- 
' charged, and I fhall have nothing 

* more to do than to be filent and obey. 

* They fhall never fee me, as fome 

* others have done, fcek for diftindti- 

* one to elude the cenfures of Rome. 

* There would have been no occafion 

* to have gone thither, if the affair 

* had been carried on with that equl* 
« ty, fair dealing, and Chriftian cna- 

* rity, which they owed to their bro- 

* ther. I pray God to undeceive me, 
^ if I am under a miftake^ and if I 
« am not, that he will open the eyes 
'* of thofe who have confided too much 
^ in paffionate perfons." 

The condemnation of the book, fo 
powerfully foUicited at Rome, came 
It laft ; not indeed as the archbifhop's 
adverfaries required, with the qualifi- 
cations which Rome refervcs toe vJa& 
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books fhe £nds to be heretical ; but 
iuch however^ as made them to tri- 
umph in the humiliation of the au- 
thor. He experienced upon this occa- 
iion, how vain is the dependance upon 
^ human prudence and policy, which 
the pureft virtue in time can hardly 
efcape fome fmall degree of in a court, 
and which had led him fo far to con- 
fult his own intereft as to decline the 
taking any part in the caufe of bis 
friend. This wifdom did not prevent 
the ftorm, which was firft raifed againft 
her, from falling upon him, againft 
whom they intended it, nor^from in- 
volving him at laft in a difgt^ce which 
he at firft apprehended he might have ; 
avoided. It even fo fell out, that the 
little books of Madam Guion, about : 
which the noife firft was made, and \ 
which nobody undertook to defend 
againft the bifliops who had cenfured 
them, continued in the ftate they 
were, whilft the judgment of Rome 
regarded only the book of the archbi- 
fhop of Cambray. They could not 
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^ever, prevail upoa the Holy Sec 
include the pieces he wrote in his 
iication within the condemnation. 
5y urged^ in vain, that the author 
. hiniielf declared in his defences, 
t if bis book was underilood accord- 
to the fea& which his adveriaries 
upon it, and the confcquences they 
w from it, it would be from be- 
nning to end impious, facrilegious, 
[ heretics;!; that the not aligning 
' of thofe qualifications to the book 
I propositions condemned, which 
lielf had pronounced, and at the 
le time th^ not comprehending his 
ences in the condemnation, was vi*- 
ly charging his adverfaries with ha»- 
g proceeded too far in their impu- 
ions againft bim ; notwithfbmding 
me perlifted in her refolution to pro- 
mce no judgment againft what the 
bbifliop had urged in the courfe of 
I difpute, either in his own vindica- 
n, or in the explanation of his do- 
ine. They even debated about termi- 
;ing the conteft only by ttviJi^vv^ ca.- 
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nons, which fhould explain what was to 
be held with relation to the matter con- 
tefted. This was what the Pope was 
very much inclined to, with a confi- 
derable part of the Roman church; I 
but upon the fight of this projedl, they 
made fo loud a clamour about the ne- 
ceflity of fatisfying France, which de- 
manded a judgment^ that the defign 
of ending the aflFair by the publication i 
of the projefted canons fell to the 
ground. As to the Archbifliop, as foon , 
as he knew that Rome had fpoke, he I 
gave himfelf wholly up to finifti his ; 
facrifice by the moft abfolute fubmif- ! 
fion. " What you fend me word you 
•* have done in obedience to the Pope i 
'' by parting with my book," lays he, * 
in a letter to the fame Duke de Beau- 
villiers his friend*, •• is very edifying to | 
'* me, and by no means furprizing; | 

* Thip letter and the foregoing were preferved 
among the papers of the late Duke de Beauvillicrs, 
and fent by his widow the dowager Duchefs of Beaa- 
villiers to the Marquis de Fenelon, who has the ori- 
ginals written in the Ar9hbiihop of Cambray*s own 
hand writing. 

*' I knoif 
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** I know your attachment to a ftrid 
** obedience, nor could I expefft any 
^ other condud: from you. You know 
'^ very well, Sir, that I never valued 
" or countenanced any piety, which has 
^ not this folid foundation. For my 
'* part, I endeavour to bear my croft 
'^ with humility and patience. By 
" God's grace I remain in peace, in* 
" the midft of forrow and bittcrnefs. 
" Amidft fo many troubles I have one 
** confolation, of little confequence in 
*' the eyes of .the world, but a folid 
** comfort to thofe who feek God with 
** finccrity, and that is, my conduft is 
** entirely fixed, nor have I any thing 
'* more to deliberate upon j all that is 
*' left for me to do is, to fubmit and 
^- ** %e filent -, and this is what 1 have 
4 *^ ever defired. My only bufinefs now 
,- ** is to fettle the terms of my fubnif- 
" fion ; the {horteft, the moft fimplcj^ 
\ " the tnoft abfolutc, and the moft re- 
*' mote from aU reftridion, are fuch 



Vt. 



*' ** as pleafe me tfc^feeft ; my confciencc 
^ ■'is difcharged ia that of my fuperior. 
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" In all this, far from confidering it 
** as brought upon me by my adver- 
" iaries, I look not on any man j I fee 
•' only the hand of God, and am con- 
*' tent with what he does. I am 
*^ fomctimes tempted to fmile at the 
** apprchenfions which fomc zealous . 
" perfons exprefs of me, that pofEbly ! 
*' I may not be able to refolve upon a 
'* fubmiffion. Sometimes I am impor- j 
*• tuned with long letters of exhortati- i 
** on advifing me to fubmit, and telling ; 
*' me how glorious fuch an humilia- | 
" tion will be, and what an heroic ao 
'' tion I fhall do by it This indeed is 
** fomewhat teazing, and I am tempted ] 
*' to fay within my felf. What is it then 1 
'* that I have done to thefe people, i 
^' that they fliould think I (hall find fo 
*' much difficulty in preferring the au- ! 
*^ thority of the Holy See to my own 
'* weak underftanding, and the peace i 
" of the church to my book? Yet I J 
** fee plainly, they have reafon tofup- I 
^^ pofe that I havp^^ great deal of im- \ 
'^ perfeftion and unwillingnefs to do | 

'' an 
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^^ an a6: of humiliation. And thus I 
" pardon them very freely, and even 
*' go fo far as to thank them for their 
'* fears and exhortations. As to diffi- 
*' culty, in an adt of full and abfolutc 
'* fubmiffion, I muft frankly own to 
" you, that I find none. The ad: was 
*' drawn up the day after I received 
*' the news, but I thought it my duty 
'* to fufpend the execution of it, till 
*' fuch time as I knew how to proceed 
*' in form. Bulls are not acknow- 
ledged in France till after they arc 
pafled in parliament. I know not 
** whether the fame form is to be ob. 
" ferved in a brief, which contains a 
dodtrinal judgment againft an Arch- 
biihop. In doubt of this, I fufpend 
my mandate; for no one, whatever 
** they may fay, is a more zealous 
" Frenchman than myfelf. As foon 
** as I know the rule, my atft fhall 
*' appear. Be pleafed to take notice, 
^^ Sir, I have not received the judgment 
^' of the Pope, either from Rome, or 
^' from the Nuncio. But indeed^ 1 
G a ** ^'^ 
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** will not lofc a moment, as foon as 
'* I fhall be aflbrcd that I do not tranf- 
•* grcfi the ufages of France. I have 
" no confolatioH but in obedience 5 and 
•* if they had known my fentimentsin 
" this refpedl, they would never have 
•* had the vain alarms they have fufFered 
" themfelves to fall into." 

" As to the Bifliop of Meaux, I own 
it is impoffible for me to conceive how 
he could teH you, That he shoitld 

THINK HIMSELF BLAMEABLE 
** BOTH IN THE SIGHT OV Gop 
'* AND MAN, IF HE IN THE LEAST 
** DOUBTED OF THE INTEGRITYOF 
** MV HEART, AND THE SINCERI- 
«« TY OF MY SUBMISSION. HaS JlC 

" forgot the frightful double dealing, 
" he hath fo often charged me with in 
^' the face of the whole church, even 
fo lately as in the laft printed pi^:e 
he publifhed againft me?. Fifteen 
days cannot have changed me into an 
honeft man. However, the mean- 
ing of his words is not our prefect 
'' bufinefs, and I leave that matter to 

^' be 
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^ be fettled between God and hiaifelf. 
•*^ He and I now have no longer any 
•* contentioa. I very finccrely pr^y. 
•*• for him, and'wifli him all that may 
" be wiftied for thofe whom we love 
^ according to God," This letter was 
written the 29th- of March 1699^. and 
was followed on the 9th of April with 
the publication* of the Archbifhop'a 
mandate.*.. 

G 3 ^Twaff 

*'The mandate was drawn ap in thefbUowihg tenns^ 
'• We owe ourfelues to you without rcfervc, my ytty. 
** dear brethren, iince we are no longer our own, 
'* but the flocks which has been committed to us, iVa# 
** autemjervos ^tftros ter Jefum, It is in this difpo- 
*' fition, that we thimc ourielves obliged here to open 
^ our heart to you, and'contimie to communicate t» 
** you what concerns us relating to the book entitled^.. 
•* ne Maxiffuo/the Sii/ifs. lb fhort^ our holy fa- 
** ther the Pope hath condemned this book, with the- 
** three and twenty, propofitions extra£ted out of it, 
'* by a brief bearing date the r^th of March, which^ 
*' is now difperfed abroad, and which you have al- 
•* ready fcen. 

** Wc adhere to^his brief, my very dear brethren, 
** as well with-refpe^ to the text of the book; as to 
**the lapropofitjons, precifely in the fame, and with 
** the fame, quali&ations, fimply, abfolut^ly, and 
** without fhadow of reflriCkion. Thus we condemn 
" both the. book 4md the z> pjrepolitions, precifely ia 
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Twas with an heart full of the no- 
ble fimplicity, and diipofition to com- 
ply widiout weaknefs^ which are fo 

vifiblc 

'' the fame forniy and with the fame qnaliiications, 
'* iimply, abfolutely^ and without any reflri^on. 
<< Farther, we forbid, under the fame penalty, all the 
*' faithful of this diocefe, to read and keep the ikkl 
" book. We would comfort ourfelves, my very dear 
'* brethren, in our humiliation, provided tne miniifay 
** of the word, which we have received of the Loid 
" for your fandtiiication, be not weakened thereby, 
" and that notwithllanding the humiliation of the 
'' paflor, the flock may grow in grace in the fight of 
'' God. It is therefore with all our heart, that we 
" exhort you to a fincere fubmiffion, and a compliance 
" without referve, left you infenfibly depart from the 
" fimplicitv of obedience to the holy fee, whereof 
'* we are defirous, by the afliftance of God*s grace, to 
** fet the example to the lad moment of our life. May 
'• it pleafc God, that my name may never be mcn- 
** tioned, but with this remembrarxe, that a pallor 
'* has thought it his duty to be more compliant than 
'« the leaft meep of his flock, and that he hath fet no 
" bounds to his fubmiflion. May the grace of our 
** Lord Jefus Chrift, my very dear brethren, the love 
'^ of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoft, re- 
" main with yoa all. Amen. Given at Cambray, 
* April 9, 169^. 

The affemblies of biihops in each - ccclefiaftical 
province being aftenvards held for the Acceptation 
of the brief, the King gave his letters patents ibr the 
regiftering of it, which was done in the parliamcBf of 
Paris on the 14th of Auguft following, ' 
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Yifible in this letter^ that its generous 
author was able, without departing 
from the integrity of his fubmiffion, 
to refiife going farther than the exprefs 
judgment of the holy fee, which had 
pronounced no fentence againft the 
books he had written in his own vin- 
dication. They determined however 
in France not to leave him without 
mortification upon that fcore. In the 
provincial affemblies, which were held 
by the feveral Archbifliops throughout 
the kingdom for the reception of the 
brief, there were not wanting certain 
biftiops, who propofed to offer a peti- 
tion to the King, that he would be 
pleafed to iffue out an order for the 
luppreflion alfo of all that the author 
had written in its defence. And yet 
there were others, who declared that 
they could not approve the carrying 
matters fo high againft an Archbifliop 
who defervcd nothing but commenda- 
tion from them -, but thefe were the 
fmallcr number, and the fuppreffion was 
ordered in France. The aiTembly of 
G 5 ^^ 
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the province of Cambray was not more 
favourable to their Archbifliop. He 
itood in need of a refolution like Bis 
own, and all the prefence of mind be 
was mafter of, to oppofe in the af- 
iembly, which was held in his own 
palace, the fuggeftions that were made 
to turn his fubmiffion to the judgment 
of Rome into a retradtion of all that 
he had urged in juftification of his doc- 
trine. One of the bifhops in the al- 
iembly attempted to maintain, that the 
judgment pronounced againft the book 
of Maxims, extended to the condem-* 
nation of the pieces which had been 
wrote in its defence. The Archbiffiop 
courageoofly caufed the reafons to be 
inferted in the report of the aflem- 
bly, which hindered him from ac- 
knowledging that confeqaence. Thus 
joined he refolution with a boundlefi 
lubmiflion to the judgment of the head 
of the church. The fame greatnefs 
of foul, which made him fb firm, lead 
him likewife to yield without refiftance 
to whatever w»s regular. He drew up 
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the. conclufibn, as prefident of the af- 
fembly, with the fame tranquility as 
if the affair had concerned another per- 
fdn. The purport of it was, that the 
King Ihould be defired to order the 
fuppreflion of what he had written in 
his own defence. But tho' he thus dif- 
charged what the rules of the aflem- 
bly required from his miniftry againfl 
Bimfelf, he. remained unmoveable as to 
his own fentiments ; he caufed it to be 
inferted,. that in concluding for this pe- 
tition he afted only as prefident accord- 
ing to tlie plurahty of voices,, and con- 
trary to his own opinion: He declared* 
at the fame time, that he fhould be 
as ready to give up his apologetical per- 
formances as- the book itfelf, if the 
holy fee found any defeft in his fuh- 
miffion. For fuch was the charadler 
of the piety, that reftrained this vaft 
genius J that it bid him to clofe his 
eyes upon all the glimmerings of hu- 
man underftanding, tofeek truth only 
ia the meannefs, obedience, and fim- 
pjicitv. of. faith. This w^^^ \i«,fei\\c^ 
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of that fubmiffion, which deferveth otily 
to be admired, as it giveth glory to the 
divine principle, from whence it fprung. 
But the holy fee, whofe judgment wstS 
hi3 rule, was fo far from demanding' 
more of him, that it found what Jic 
had already done highly defcrvbg of ks 
commendation. 

The year following, there was held 
an alTembly of the clergy of France, 
wherein the province of Cambray is 
not included. M. Bofluet, the bifliop 
of Meaux, was above minding what 
the publick fliould think, when they 
faw him take pen in hand to give an 
account of his own quarrel, by virtue 
of a commiflion granted for that pur- 
pofe. He chofe rather to let them think 
what they pleafed of a relation drawn 
up by the principal party himfelf, than 
to give up to another the office of pen- 
iung the memorial which was to pre- 
ferve, in the annals of the clergy, the 
remembrance of an affair, wherein it 
-wns fo much for his own reputation, 
thjL pofterity (ho\x\d fe^ \X.'\vi \W li%ht 
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which he put upon it. The archbi- 
fhop of Cambray could not fail of be- 
ing reprefented there as a man reco- 
vered from error to truth. M. de 
Mfeaux there difplayed at large the fame 
monflrous opinions^ which he had im~ 
puted to the Archbiihop of Cambray 
during the courfe of the difpute ; as if 
the latter had not (hewn a hundred 
times, that he had attributed to him 
what he had never thought. At the 
fame time he termed the fubmiflion of 
his adverfary to the judgment pro- 
nounced at Rome, a fudden and excm^ 
plary change^ which bad furprtzed^ he 
iaid, the enemies of the church. What 
had pafled in the provincial affembly at 
Gambray, concerning the books writ- 
ten by the Archbifliop in his own vin- 
dication, did not hinder him from 
fpeaking upon that foot of a fubmif- 
lion, which he found at the fame time 
to be abfolute^ and without rejerve. 
This was vifibly to deftroy with one 
hand what he had raifed with the oilier. 
How could the fubmiffion appear to 
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Mr. dc Meaux to be abfolute and 'mitb- 
out referve^ unlefe he tacitly owned 
himfelf the purity of the doftrine that 
was largely explained in the faid vindi- 
cations, which the author had refiifed 
to cenfure as it was going beyond the 
judgment pronounced at Rome ? But if 
this doftrine was pure, how blameable 
muft M. Boffuet have thought himfelf 
for having jfb violently oppofed it in the 
courfe of the difpute ? How, laftly, 
could he reconcile to himfelf the re- 
prefenting the Archbilhop of Cambray 
as fuddenly changed, and calling his 
fubmiflion abfolute and without referve^ 
when the Archbifliop in his provincial 
affembly perfifted in not giving up the 
doftrine contained in his defences, and 
himfelf, the bilhop of Meaux, had al- 
ways openly reje<3:ed the explications 
therein delivered ? But M. BojflTuet was 
defirous, that his own relation, inferted 
in the annals of the clergy of France^ 
fhonid ferve there to canonize his con- 
duft againft one of his brethren, whom 
he had repreiented as a man unhap-* 

pily 
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pily fallen into monftrous errors, from 
whence he was to be recovered. To 
this end it was requifite to reprefent 
him as a man who had furprixed the 
enemies of the church b^ afudden change 
of principles, though he had (b lately 
declared in the verbal procefs of the 
provincial aflembly, held in his own 
diocefe for the reception of the brief, 
that he could not acknowledge againji his 
confcience^ that be had ever believed any 
of the errors which had been charged 
upon him. It was requifite to treat the 
fubmiflion of the Archbifhop as an un- 
expeded event, which had furprized 
the enemies of the church 3 though he 
did no more than wh^t he had conti- 
nually declared he would do, as foon 
as the Pope fliould pais the fen tence. 
It was requifite to join together in the 
fame piece the condemnation of Moli- 
nos, which had pafled in France, up- 
on occafion of the little books and per-^ 
fon of Madam Guion, and thcmifchief 
which had been renewed by an event 
which could not be too much deplor'd^ the 
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publication of the book which the Arch* 
hi/hop of Cambray had fent abroad into 
the world. So that, according to thifr 
relation of M. de Meaux^ one would 
be apt to believe what thofe, who read 
only what he has written, do ftill ima- 
gine, that the whole affair was one 
and the fame thing with the Quietifm 
condemned in Molinos. M. Bofliiet 
might well be mafter of the aflembly, 
to be able fo to mifreprefent fuch re- 
cent fad:s. . In the brief of condemna- 
tion pafled at Rome there was no 
mention of Molinos, nor were the 
characters given to the book of Max- 
ims, or to any of the propofitions ex- 
trafted from it, which could not have 
been ipared, if there had been found 
in it any doctrine, deferving to be ful- 
minated as an abominable herefy. M. 
de Meaux himfelf had declared five 
years before, as we have feen above in 
the atteftation he had given to Madam 
Guion in July 1695, that not finding 
her in any refpeS involved in the abomi-- 
mtions of Molinos^ or any other con- 

demmd 



Af. de Fenelon. 15^ 

demned opinions, he had not intended to 
comprehend her in the mention that had 
been made thereof by him in his ordi- 
nance of the 1 6th of jipril laji. This 
atteftation, and the other teitimonles of 
efteem, which he had given himfelf 
to the virtue of that lady, and which 
he had fuffered to be given her under 
his eyes in his own epifcopal city, 
were notorioufly known . He could not 
therefore avoid being a little upon his 
guard, when he was to Ipeak of her 
again. For as to the abominations 
which were looked upon as the confe^ 
quences of her principles, they were ne- 
nyer quejiioned^ and by her own declara^ 
tion were held by her in abhorrence. 
Thefe very words are to be found \j\ 
the relation infcrted in the ads of the 
clergy of the year 1 700, and concern- 
ing which we muft alvirays be mind- 
ful that they were penn'd by M. dc 
Meaux. The following likewife are 
to be feen there concerning the firft de- 
tention of that lady in 1688. A cer-- 
tain woman had cowpofed tbt trtatx^t^ 

cnt\tVei> 
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entitled^ A (hort way, aiiJ A myftical 
interpretation of the Song of Songs. 
The late Archbijhop of Paris (Harlay) 
fent her into a monaftery^ where there 
were fome proceedings^ ^g^inji ber^ (^ 
which now nofootjieps are to be found. 
From this confcffion the conclafion is 
eafy to be drawn. For, in £hort, if 
any thing had refulted from thefe pro- 
ceedings, befides an entire jufHfication 
of Madam Giiion, would they have 
been foiar loft, as not to . have had the 
leaft footfteps of them recoverable? 
They were made by the ArchbHhop's 
officers; and inftead of being carried 
away from the archives of the Archbi*- 
fhoprickor its officiality, if any thing 
had appeared befides the innocence of 
the perfon accufed, it would have been 
the Archbifhop's intereft to have kept 
them there, to ferve as a teftimony a- 
gainftalady, whom hehad:caufed to 
be confined. When the perfecution 
was renewed againft her, he would 
have been the firft to publifli a cen- 
fiirein Odtober 169/^^ ^^laft the two 
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fittle books of that lady. ThiBs was 
what he did not, even though he had 
kept her confined fix years before, and 
though thofe two little books had been 
printed for fome time. We cannot 
therefore imagine, that, with a diflike 
to ready to revive upon the firft occa- 
fion, he would have fuiFered fuch a tri* 
al to have been loft, if any thing had 
occurred in it to the lady's difadvantage. 
It was ftill lefs probable that this fhould 
have happened under the Pontificate 
which immediately followed. Thencvr 
Archbifhop had cenfured the two" little 
books, in like manner as his prede- 
ceffor, ibme few months only before his 
tranflation from the bifhoprick of Cha- 
tons to the Archbilhoprick of the ca- 
pital. From that tkiie IVTadam Guion 
had done nothing but pafs &om one 
prifon to another, firft fliut up at Vin- 
cennes, after that in a nunnery at Vait- 
girard, and laft of all in the Baftilte, 
when matters run high againft M. de 
Cambray, and they were minded pub- 
lickly to turn againft him the fpe^cle 
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of his friend confined in prifon as a 
criminal. In the mean time fbe had 
been examined again and again^ with- 
out any kind of pity, in order to find 
her guilty, could it pofHbly have been 
done. Can we imagine, that, if the 
proceedings agaihft her during her firfl 
confinement in 1688 had contained 
any thing to her prejudice, they would 
not have been at leafl recovered ? It is 
notwithflanding after all this, that M. 
Bofliiet himfelf, writing in 1700 a re- 
lation, which was to preferve in the 
annah of the clergy an account of 
what concerned Madam Guion, is ob- 
liged to own, that the leaft footflcps 
of thofe proceedings were not left re- 
maining ; and acknowledges alfbj a few 
lines lower, that as to the abominations 
which were looked upon as the confe^ 
quences of her principles^ they were never 
quejlioned^ and by her own declaration 
were held by her in abhorrence. But could 
they be afTured of the abhorrence that 
Jhefaidjhe held them in^ if they had 
never been queflioncd ? It appeared far- 
ther 
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ther by the fame account, by the attef- 
tations which M. de Meaux had given 
her, by divers a6ts which they had re- 
quired of her, and wherewith they were 
fatisfied, and by the preference of an- 
other's judgment to her own, which 
they had caufed her to make with great 
fimplicity, that flie had been always 
very fubmiffive in what related to her 
writings. Why then was fhe impri- 
ibned, and continued to be kept in the 
Baftille, where fhe lay confined at the 
very time this aflcmbly of the cler^ 
was held in 1700. For it was not tUI 
about two years after, that (he was at 
laft fet at liberty. At firft they fcnt 
her home to her family, and not long 
after gave her leave to retire to Blois. 
The oblivion, wherein flie lay there to 
the day of her death, and the retired 
life flie led there for a great number 
of years, are frcfli proofs, that if *fhe 
had made a noife in the world, it was 
not through any inclination fhe had fo 
to do. AflBronts, imprifonments, re- 
proacheSj and the hatred of mankind. 
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to her. always appeared as favours. Ini 
this light fhe confidered them, not on- 
ly in ipeculation, but even at the time 
when moft (he fufferdd* them. That 
ihfatiable tbirft after the rougbefi croJfeSy 
which had edified' M. Boffuet himfelf, 
though fo much prejudiced againft fpi- 
rituality, made her free in the midft 
of chains.; it changednhe heavinefsof 
her imprifonment in the Baftille into 
fongs, . wherein- fhe chanted forth the 
happy fallies, which the tranfport cff 
her love for her God infpired her with". 

The 

JThe following hymns were at this time 

compofed by her. 

Sur TAir : Gbarmante Solitude.. 

Charmante folitude, . 
Cachoty ,aiBiable.-Tour,v. 
Oii fans inquiecade 
]t paiTe tout le joar ! 
£(l-il tourment trop rude 
Pear mon fiddle Amour ? 

Les maux font mes d^lkes ; : 
Lesdouleurs, mesplaifirs; 
Les plus affreux fuppUces,. 
IdBL but de mes defirs :. 
£t tous mes esiexotfi^X 
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The Archbifhop of Cambray faw 
rom the remoteft part of his diocefc 
/hat they were continuing todoagainft 
lini, and bore it in peace and filence. A 
mter who was grown &mous amongft 
hofe of his party^ F. Gerberon, of- 
fered 

Je ne cralnspeint-Ia peine, 
Quoique fans nul foutien ; 
Etant alTez certaine 
Que ce maleft mon bien/ 
La Beaute fouveraine. 
Veut r Amour fomrerain. 

Je foufFre, & ma foufFrance 
Caufe tout mon bonheur ; 
Par fa douce prefence, 
Dieu confomme mon coeur: 
llieft ma patience. 
Ma force, & ma douceur. 

Sot I'Air.: Uh tendre Engagement. 

On me tient en prifon, mon £her & divin Maitre. 
Soyez beni, j'y veux bien etre, 
Tant que vous m'y voulez fouffrir. 
Nul defir en mon copur n'ofc meme paroitre. 
Si ce n'elt pour vous obeir. 

Je fui« a vous. Seigneur, des ma plus xtrAxt enfance. 

Je n^ai ^oint cherche TafliAance, 

Ni le fecoursdes Pocentnti: 
Des lors je mis en vous toote ma confiaLUCt, 

^&u2i m '«ppu/€r for d*aaireft bras. 
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fcred to publifli a difcourfc in juffifica- 
tion of his faith. He afked only his 
confent, and that he would contribute 
to the expence of the imprcffion. But 
to this he made anfwer, " As diligent 
•• as I was to write in my own de- 
** fence before the judgment of Rome, 
•* fo refolvedam I fince that judgment, 
*' to be filent, to fufFer in peace, and 
" give up my reputation to providence. 

You 

M^abandonneriezvous au terns de ma vieillefTe ? 

Vous connoiflez notre fbible^e. 

Seigneur, a qui feul j*ai recours : 
Mon cceur, deja livre a Pennui qui le preife. 

Attend tout de votre fecours. 

Entoure d*£nnemiSy que faut-il que je faiTe ? 

Je n'efpere qna^en votre Grace : 

£lle feule adoucit mes maux. 
Que votre Volonte fur moi fe fatisfafle, 

M*accaBlant de plus de travaux. 
J'avois peine autrefois, vojrant que Mnnocente, 

Malgre fa ferme conbance, 

Enduroit la nuit, & le joar : 
Mais depuis j^ai connu, que le poids de fouf&ance 

Se mefure au poids de T Amour. 

L* Amour pur & parfait va plus loinqu*on ne penfe*: 
On ne fait pas lorfqu^il commence. 

Tout ce quMl doit couter un jour. 
Mon coBur eut ignori le prix de la fouffrancc, 

Sil n'eat go&t^ tepor Amoor. 



tc 
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*^ You have read without doubt my 
^^ two letters upon the twelve propo- 
*• fitions, which feveralof the doftors 
*^ of Paris had judged worthy of cen- 
fiire. I fuppofe that you have alfo 
read the coUedtion of ^ three and 
thirty propofitions, which I endea- 
voured to juftify by the authorities 

" of 



b To underftand what is here faid of the three and 
thirty propofitionSy inllead of the three and twenty 
only, which were inferted in the brief of condemna- 
tion^ we mufl know, that the confalters of the ho- 
ly office, who had been nominated to examine the 
book, being divided in their fentiments, infomuch 
that of ten, five were for the book, and five againfl 
it, they were obliged to agree upon a certain number 
of proportions in the book, wherein they fhould be 
unanimous, in order to make them the foundation 
of the queftion to be judged of. Thefe propofitions 
therefore being pitched upon by an uniform confent 
amongfl: themfelves, tho* otherwife divided in their 
different opinions concerning them, were depofited 
in the holy office to the number of thirty-eight, and 
afterwards taken from thence, to be laid before the 
congrega^on of Cardinals, with an order to the con- 
fulters to give their votum upon each of them. It 
was not till after they had been difcufled in two and 
£fty congregations, wherein the five confulters who 
had declar^ for the book defended them all gra- 
dually s^gainft the five confttlciers who judged them 
proper to be condemned, that the motLou^ bevDi%\^* 
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'* of the faints. The true meaning 
" of what I intended to write is there 
^* explained. Thefe works, and what 
*' ellc I have wrote in my own vindi- 
** cation, have been feen at Rome, at 
*^ Paris^ and in all other places. I 

" have 



doubled for obtaining a cenflire of the boolc, and the 
thing itielf at laft reiblved on^ the extradl of propo- 
iitions was converted into the three and thirty men- 
tioned in the brief of condemnation. It is eafy to 
fee wherein they differ from thofe which had been 
iinanimoi>i(ly agreed on by the confulters, who had de« 
dared for and agaiofl the book, as the latter are in&rt- 
ed in the libel in form of a journal, already mentioned 
in the note at pag 1 1 . What was brought from 
Rome concerning the proportions debated in die 
congregations, and which took up feveral months, 
furnilhed the Archbilhop of Cambray with an op- 
portunity of making the coUeflion that is here fpoken 
of. In this he had reduced his book to three and 
thirty principal proportions ; which, as we have 
ihewn, are capable of being compared with the thir- 
ty eight that were debat^ between the confulters 
in the two and fifty congregations. In this colleftion 
every propofition was attended with the paiTages which 
the archbilhop had quoted in order to juAify it by 
the authorities of the faints. This was the lai of 
the pieces which he wrote ia his own vindication. It 
was printed, fpread abroad in France, and, like ail 
the reft, carri«i to Rome ; but did not get thither 
tfllafter the condemnation of «he book had l)ecai al- 
ready proBovnoed^ 
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•* have protefted before God In all 
'* thefe writings, that they have con- 
" tained the utmoft of my belief, and 
•* that I never intended to countenance 
** any of the errors which have been 
** imputed to me. Since the judgment 
" paffed at Rome, I have repeated 
** the fame folemn declaration in the 
•* report of our provincial affembly, 
'* which is no lefs public than the 
** reports of the other provinces, or 
•* even than the ads of the general 
** aflembly of the clergy of France. 
** After fo many eclairciflcments, what 
** farther can be added than ufelefs re- 
" petitions ? What duplicity is there in 
** this conduct ? I had rather die than 
" defend either diredtly, or indireftly, 
•* a book which I have condemned 
** without reftridion, and from the 
** bottom of my heart, in compliance 
" with the holy fee. Whatever I 
** (hould write concerning my own 
** perfonal fenfe, fetting afide tnc text 
** of the book, would be kx)ked upon 
*• as a bye-method to rekindle the war, 
H ' « and 
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*^ and re-enter into the defence of my 
" work. ' It is neither juft nor edify- 
^* ing for an author to be perpetually 
^' employing the church in his perfo- 
" nal difputes, and chufing rather to 
'* continue the trouble without end, 
*^ than bear his crofs with humility, 
" When they hear not a bifhop con- 
*^ ceming his own meaning, which he 
'* has fo often explained in writing, 
^' to what purpofe (hould he fpeak any 
*' more ? There is no longer for him 
any edification to be given, or dig- 
nity to fuftain, but by a profound 
filence. I know too well what 
fcandal the church fufFers by fuch 
•• difputes, to have any inclination to 
renew them from a regard for my 
** own reputation. God will take care 
'* of the honour of his minifter, if he 
*^ deigns to make ufe of it for the be- 
" nefit of the miniftry in this diocefe. 
I am even perfuaded, that neutral 
and equitable people are edified by 
'* my filence, and do not doubt of my 
*' honefty in the whole affair. No 

*' treatife 
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treatifc would perfuade thofe who 
would not be perfuaded. And you 
know very well, that there would 
^* be a double-dealing, unworthy of a 
" Chriftian, in declining to write my- 
" felf, and yet privately afting in cori- 
*^ cert with another who fhould write 
" for me. Thus, I hope, you will nei- 
*' ther be grieved nor furprized at the 
" refolution I have taken to have no 
•* fhare, either direAly or indiredtly, in- 
*' a work of this nature." 

Thus ended, never to be refumed, 
the affair of a book which found no 
longer any defender, becaufe the author 
himfelf had fincerely given it up. A 
rare example! which (hews us what 
thelimplicityof obedience, and a com- 
pliance without refcrve, are capable of 
doing for the peace of the church. 

The readinefs and fimplicity of this 
fubmiflion had furprized the King. 
They had prejudiced him, by repre- 
fenting the archbifliop of Cambray as 
a man of an uncomplying temper, who 
would never fubmit. On the contrary 
Hz Vn^^ 
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he faw, that if his r^iblution had been 

unmoveable in the defence of his caufe, 

it was followed with the fubmiflton of 

a child, as foon as the head of the 

church had fpo^Le. The remembrance 

qS all the virtues which had been an 

impreflion^ recurred to hb mind. And 

laftly, the inclinatioa which the duke 

of Burgundy dill retained towards his 

Mentor, and which did not efcape the 

courtiers penetrations, opened his eyes 

to difcern what would be the event, 

and to forefee the confidence of his 

highnefs in the confequence. In this 

difpofition of the court, means were 

not wanting to the Archbifhop to have 

raifed himTelf from his difgrace. It 

would have coil him no mcx'e than 

fome iftep to ihew he defired it, and was 

willing to owe it to the perfons who 

had procured it for him. But his foul 

was in a fituation, which refembled the 

happy tranquillity of mind, wherein his 

Tciemachus reprcfents Philoclcs in the 

ifle of Samas when he wanted .- a ex- 

preis declaration of heaven to draw him 

from 
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ffom the place of his banifhmen't and 
reftore him to Idomeneus. In the por* 
trait of the virtuous Cretan his own 
character was very difcernible, who 
had undefignedly defcribed himfelf 
there, without being then able to fore- 
fee, that a difgrace would foon throw 
him into the condition of figning the 
refcmblance. His virtues, during his 
lefidence at court had fomething of 
the aufterity of Philocles, which in- 
difpofed the heart of Idomeneus towards 
him. What men, who do not well 
know themfclvcs in perfe<5Hon, are apt 
to look upon as the height of virtue, 
had been in the Archbifhop of Cam- 
bray the eflfeft of a natural dlfpofition, 
which from a too eager purfuit after 
what was perfect, had contrafted 
fomething of roughncfs and fevcrity. 
It was this ftiff part of virtue, which 
the hammer of adverlity and humilia- 
tions was to mollify by an abatement. 
This change had been foretold to him, 
but it was not entirely effeded till thei 
latter end of bis life. It was a (Itor^g 
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and wonderful virtue, reduced to the 
fimplicity of childhood, but a child^ 
hoed divine, which, of a great man, 
had made him a man capable of being 
converfed with by all the world, and 
at the fame time the moft amiable. 
Virtues, learning, a fine tafte, talents, 
and a general knowledge, were in him 
only for the ufe of others. His mind, 
dead to vanity, was in converfation 
entirely given up to that of another. 
The man of every profcffion, or the 
proficient in every branch of know- 
ledge, was quite eafy in his company. 
He directed every one fi^rft to the fub- 
je<St he beft underftood ; and then he 
difappeared at once, feeming only to 
give an opportunity to others to pro- 
duce out of their own ftock the ma- 
terials they were moft able to furnifh. 
By this means no body parted from 
him otherwi/e than' well-pleafed with 
himfelf. He had always enjoyed in a 
great degree that eminent talent of ma- 
king others fet themfelves off^ and (hew 
their capacities; but this excellency was 

htou^ht 
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brought to pcrfe<aion by the cafy dif. 
pofition of an heart difengaged from 
every thing in the world, and which the 
hand of God had bowed down by adver- 
fity to a ftate of pliablenefs and docility, 
which had not even fubfifted in his 
earlier d^ays. This lownefs, which was 
the prevailing, virtue of his old age, oc- 
casioned a flranger, who had paffed 
through Cambray out of a defire to 
iee him, to let fall this memorable ex- 
preffion, I have formerly feen^ faid he 
upon taking his leave, great men great ; 
but I have now feen a great man tittle. 
When he was advifcd to beware of the 
artifices of mankind, which he had fb 
well known, andfo often experienced, 
he made anfwer, Moriamur in Jimpli^ 
citate nofircL . The love of this fimpli- 
city had extinguiftied in him every 
thing befides ; all tiie great qualities he 
poflefled, which would htive been fo 
apt; to have pufted up another, were in 
his eyes no more than the unhappy 
reed, which had pierced the hand of 

him, 
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him who meant to have fupported 
himfelf with it. 

# ■ ■ - 

Jeune, j'^etois tropfage^ 

Et vaulors tout f avoir. 

jfe rial plus en fartage^ 

Slue badinage 5 
JS/ touche au dernier agf^ 

Sans rien prevoir 

Tlie unhappy divifions^ which In 
171 3 ended In the famous conftitution 
of Pope Clement XL and which itfclf 
was followed by fo many diiputes, had 
begun to break out in France towards 
the clofe of the year 1703. The du- 
ty of his officedid not permit the Arch- 
bishop of Cambray to continue filent 
amidft thofe agitations^ which io near- 
ly concerned the dodkrine of the church. 
Several volumes, which he publifhed 
during the courfe of thofe ten years, are 
a trcafure to the church, from the pr&- 
cifenefs, clearncfs, and ftrength of rea- 
(baing^ wherewith the catholick doc- 
trine 
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trine is there univerfally explained. Wc 
here again find, what was peculiar to 
bim, fo great a clearnefs of ilyle in 
writing upon the moft abflra&ed fub* 
jeds, that his books may be read||aU 
moft as currently as though they were 
merely hiftorical. 

The Cardinal de Noailles in his 
turn fell from the high favour, which, 
after having placed him in the fee of 
the capital, had likewife procured iox 
him the Cardinal's cap. The appro- 
bation he had given, whilft bifhop of 
Chalons, to the M^al Refiexitms of F. 
Quefnel, which it was intended to dif- 
countenance, bec^rip the occafion of the 
ilorm which was gathering againft him. 
In the affair of the book of the Maxims 
he had been drawn away by the bi- 
/hip of Mcaux, who was now dead, 
and had jcnned with him againfl: M^ de 
Cambray. Notwithftanding this cir- 
cumilance, thoie who interciled them- 
fclves in the troubles which were com- 
ing upon the Cardinal, and forefaw 
the confequence Qf them, did not fail 
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to cajft their eyes upon M. de Fenelon. 
They knew very well, that he was a 
man whom the remembrance .of paft 
wrongs would have rather led to en- 
deavour a return of good for evil, than 
to take any advantage of the prefent 
conjundlure. The Archbiftiop of Cami 
bray found himfclf applied to in his 
exile by the Cardinal's friends, who 
fought to bring about a reconciliation 
between them. They judged that the 
return of fuch a man as he would be 
a matter of great confequence, as he 
would bring nothing with him but a 
fincere intention to make peace, and 
his capacity was fuflicient to find out 
propel" means to effeft it. This was a 
tempting occafion to aflume a charac-- 
ter very grateful to felf-love. But he 
replied, *' I own, a man, who had any 
'* tafte for bufinefs, would more eafi- 
•^ ly accept of the propofals you have 
•' fo long prefled me to comply with. 
•* But I have riot fo good an opinion of 
•* myfelf, as to prefume that I am 
*^ able to reftorc the peace to the 

" churchy 
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church, which you would have me 
attempt. I have no inclination to 
take fo much upon me,, as you 
would have me. 'Tis the Cardinal 
de Noailles who muft reftore peace 
to the church. I am not in any fe- 
cret ; but I dare venture to fay, that 
he will reftore it, whenever he (hall 
Be difpofed to fucceed in it. It is 
already in his hands. I heartily widi 
him the nierit and glory of it, both 
in the fight of God and men. I 
(hould die content, in feeing him at 
** a diftance bring this great work to 
" an happy conclufion.'* 

Whilft the Archbifliop of Cambray 
was employed in his dioccfe in dif- 
charging the ofBce of his miniftry, and 
enjoyed there the peace of a mind, 
which fets no value upon the world, 
the war, which France continued to 
maintain with great difficulties^ drew 
near to the city where he refided. The 
neighbourhood of Cambray became the 
theatre of the laft campaigns. In the 
midft of two immcnfe armies, con- 
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lifting of the greateft forces of almoft 
all Europe, and the moft illuftrious. 
ComnoanderSyhe faw himfelf once more 
become a fpedacle. The court of 
Vcrfailles refojunded all the winter with 
the accounts given of him, at their re- 
turn, by the general officers and cour- 
tiers who had been in the army. They 
all agreed to publifli the order of hi& 
houlhold, and the magnificence which 
kept it open to aU comers y his profu- 
sions for the fuccour of the lick and 
wounded,, with whom fie filled all his 
apartments ; the faniftuary which whole 
villages found at the fame time within 
the inclofiire of his palace,, whither 
they fled for refuge from the defolated 
country ; the care he took of the poor- 
eft of thofe wretclied people, who 
were nolefs the objcfts of his concern^ 
than the perfons of diftindion, which 
his houfe was always full of. Amidft" 
all this incumbrance he found means 
to leave all his guefts to their own li.- 
beriy, and to allow himfelf time with- 
ai ibr the difchat:gc of all hfs occu- 
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pations, of what kind foever they were. 
Every one was admitted to interrupt 
him^ without any hindrance to the car- 
rying on of his bufinefs ; io well he 
knew how to find time for every thing. 
To the charms of his converfation was 
joined a polite and eafy manner, that 
rendered him agreeable to the world, 
and which he knew wonderfully weH 
how to unite to the ftri<St obfervahce of 
all the decorums that were due to his 
flation. He enchanted the hearts of 
all the foldiers. What I here advance 
is not the vain declamation of a man 
v/ho fhidies to fet off the fubje<5l he is 
defcribing ; the court and city are fuH 
of eminent witncfles to the truth of 
what I here report. Nor am I under 
any apprehension, that they fhould 
think what they then faw, admired 
and honoured, in any refpe^ here ex> 
aggerated. 

This veneration was not confined to 
the French army alone. The know- 
ledge of his writings, and particularly 
of his Tclemachus> had wrought 9o 
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ftrong an impreflzon In foreign coun- 
tries, that the fr.mcfertiments were en- 
tertained of him in the army of the 
allies,, as in that of France. There 
was a day in the year, in which he 
u&lly viiited a certain town in his dio- 
ccfe, to perform an office of devotion. 
This was known in the army of the 
allies, and he could not go without 
•paffing very near their camp. Upon 
this they look fuch meafures, that the 
detachments which were pofted on the 
road might bring him to the camp,- 
that they might have the fatisfaftion 
of feeing and hearing him. He had 
notice of it j but did not think that ei- 
ther his charader as a fubjefk of the 
King, with whom they were at war, 
or hjs ftate of banifhment into his own 
diocefc, which ftill fubfifted, at leaft 
as to the order which had been given 
him, and which he had never taken 
pains to have revoked would admit 
of his yielding to the defign they had 
upon him. Whatever there was in 
this adventure to gratify his vanity, it 

had 
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had no efFed upon him, and therefore 
he put ofF the. journey he intended. If 
the generals of the allies were at any 
time informed, that any place which lay 
near their army belonged peculiarly to 
him, they immediately fet guards upon 
it, and prcferved the corn and the wood 
with the fimt care as if it had been 
the property of one of the moft con* 
fiderable among themfelves. And thcfe 
places thus protefted upon this account, 
became even places of refuge to the 
whole neighbourhood. At the clofe 
of the campaign in 171.1, the army 
of the allies was in fuch a pofition as 
to lie within view of the ramparts of 
Cambrayj and between the army of 
France and the little town of Cateau- 
Cambrefis, which is the principal do- 
maine of the Archbifhops of Cam- 
bray. The place was filled with the Arch-, 
bifliop's corn, and the ftores which the 
country people had repolited there for 
fhelter. The Duke of Marlborough im-r 
mediately ordered them to be taken care 
of by a detachment which he fent thi- 
ll 6 xVsKX 
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thcr for that purpofe. But, upon forc- 
feeing that the fcarcity of proviiions 
for the fubfiflauce of his army wouli 
not permit him to hold out in* refufing 
to let his foldiers forage in that little 
village, he gave M. de Cambray notice 
of it. Accordingly the corn was put 
into waggons, and conveyed, within 
fight of the camp of the allies, by an 
efcort of their troops as far as the arfe- 
nal of Cambray, which was a kind of 
general quarters to the army of France, 
from its neighbourmg poft on that fide 
of the town. This very Angular cir- 
cumftance (hews to what a height the 
regard for him was carried. 

This honour, which was paid \o 
his virtue, was interrupted by a very 
great aiHidtion. The J>uke of Bur- 
gundy, who not a year ago was be- 
come Dauphin, and immediate heir to 
the throne, by the death of the Dau- 
phin his father,, died himfclf. In the 
height of his grief, the Archbifliop 
was heard to intermingle thefb words 
with his. fighSji All my bond& are brohn. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe were lawful bonds indeed; but 
it is God's will that they fhould be 
broken in the fouls which he will have 
devoted entirely to himfclf. 

Certain childifh amafements, joined 
to the trifling employments of tinre 
which a court prefents to a young prince 
upon his firfl appearance in the world^ 
had for a while obfcured a little of 
the precious feed which had been fbwn 
m tne heart of his highnefs, and which 
ought to have brought forth fruit ia 
abundance ; but, for a long time bew 
fore his death, the great principles he 
had imbibed, and which had taken 
deep root during the courfe of his 
education, had entirely gotten the 
upper hand. The difgrace he fuffered 
in the campaign he made in 1708, 
when France Toft Lille, gave the fi- 
nifliing Uroke to his perfedtion. He 
thereby learnt by experience the truth 
of what they oft had told him, that 
grcatnefs, inflead of placing men above 
the cenfures of the world, rendered 
them far more liable to them than o« 
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ther men ; that the greateft Kings have 
but borrowed power ; that their con- 
fidence is vain, when they imagine 
themfelves ftrong from the multitude 
of troops they draw together ^ that the 
divifion of the commanding officers^ 
an unlucky accident, a fliadow, a no- 
things (hall fpread a terror in thofc vaft 
bodies^ and be capable of giving a (hock 
to the greateft flates. 

The letters written by the Archbi- 
fhop upon the miibkes of that fad 
.campaign, with the princess anfwers, 
whereof the originals areftill fubfifting 
in his own hand-writing, fupply us 
with valuable teftimonials concerning 
the objeft of their correfpondence and 
confidence. In them we difcerninthe 
pupil a deep fenfe of Religion joined 
with candour, goodnefs, and a fixed 
refolution to learn the moil difiicult 
truths. I will endeavour to makeufe of 
the advice ycu give me. Pray to God, 
that he will give me his grace fo to do. 
Defire of God more and more 
^hat be will grant me the love of him 

above 
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above all things, above myfelfy friends^ 
enemies^ for him, and in him. ■ ■ / 
lijlen to a great many Jpeeches that are 
made, and will (lill be made. I condemn 
nrffelj, where J find lam to blame, and 
Idefpife the reft ; fincerely pardoning all 
that wijh me ill, or do ill to me^ and 
praying for them. Thefe are my fenti^ 
ments, my dear Archbijhop^ andnotwitb^ 
ftaniing all my faults^ an abfolute deter^ 
mination to give my f elf up to God. Pray 
to him without ceqfingy that be will be 
pleafed tofinijh in me what he has already 
begun, and deftroy in me whatever pro-^ 
ceeds from original fin -and tnyfelf Tou 
know that myfriendfbipforyou is alwiys 
the fame. 

Ever fince the misfortunes of thia 
campaign he was become a new man. 
He was continually employed in form- 
ing of plans, which might one day be 
of fervice, in providing remedies for 
whatever flood in need of amendment 
in the ftate, and give him before-hand 
a thorough knowledge of the evils, and 
their true remedies. , 
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The elevation of bis genius, and the 
integrity of his heart, began to make a 
flrong impreflion upon the King's 
mind, and to gain him a very large 
{hare in his confidence. He every day 
acquired a greater weight in th« eoan- 
cil. Upon an occafion, where tbeir 
fentimencts were divided, fome being 
guided by the cxprefs terms of a treaty, 
and others urging the advantages \^ich 
would arife by not ftrkStly adhering to 
it, he gave his opinion in one word, 
^ere is a treaty. The Duke of Bur- 
gundy ipoke but that word, the reft 
was all included^ and the King foU 
lowed his advice. 

Some days after his death, the King 
ordered the box to be brought him, 
which contained the prince's moft pri- 
vate papers. Upon this Madam dc 
Maintenon wrote the following letter 
to the duke of Beauvilliers. / would 
have fent you whatever was found there 
of yours and the Archbifi^ofs of Cam- 
oray^ but the King would burn it him- 
felf I own to you^ I was greatfy con- 
cerned 
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anted at ity for nothing can ever be 
wrote fo beautiful and fo good I and if the 
prince we lament has bad fome faults^ it 
has not been for want of free advice^ 
or from having been too much flattered. 
We may fay^ that thofe who walk up* 
rights are never confounded. The let- 
ter was dated from St. Cyr, Mar. 15, 
I yi 2. It fubfifts in the original, ♦ writ- 
ten by Madam de Maintenon's own 
hand. 

This teftimony of Madam de Main^ 
tenon is very exprefs, w^ wrote this 
fifteen years after (he had warmly de- 
clared herfelf againft the Archbifhop 
of Cambray, and after having feen (b 
long time pafi without any motion on 
his iide to regain the old confidence (he 
had formerly placed in him to the high- 
eft degree. 

• This origiiuil is now in the hands of the Mar- 
quis de Fenelon, and wa? given to him hv the Ducheft 
of Beauvilliers. The original manu(cript of the 
Heads of SeIf-«xarainntion for a King, came into hii 
hands likewife after the fame manner. It was depo« 
fited in the hands of the Duke de Beauvilliers, who 
prefervcd it from the fete of all the other papers in tiie 
box* which were (mmt. 



Some per fons, who would be thought 
to be very knowing, have given out as 
of their own knowledge, that Madam de 
Maintcnon finding great oppofition to a 
declaration which (he had much at heart, 
the affair was referred to the decifion of 
three perfons, whereof the Archbifliop 
of Cambray was one ; that he had pre- 
fided in this little aflcmbly, and had 
given the cafting vote againft the de- 
claration ; that he had even written a 
letter to Madam de Maintenon in ftrong 
terms, to dilBwde her from this deckra- 
tion, wherein he told her, that if (he 
prevailed to gain a confent to it, not- 
withftanding the great diflike that there 
was of it, in all probability it would 
occafion a coldnefs of difpofition to- 
wards herfelfj and that, then having 
nothing more to do, (he would lofe a 
real credit for a vain reprefentation j 
and, laftly, that (he ought rather to 
love the glory of the perfon in debate, 
than her own private advantage, and 
that this motive of difintereftednefs 
fhould induce her to Uy afide her 

views: 
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views: And that this was what begun 
to create in her a diilike to the maxims 
of pure love. However, the change 
was not made all at once ; her confi- 
dehce for fom'e time continued to ap« 
pear the fame ; but after a (hort fpace 
it leflened by imperceptible degrees, 
till at length, when the disputes raifed 
againft Madam Guion were at the 
height, and made ufe of to the dif- 
fervicc of the Archbiftiop of Cambray, 
her heart was the more readily inclined 
to be prejudiced againfl him. But fup* 
pofing, that this anecdote was not a 
fidtion invented by fuch perfons as pre- 
tend to divine farther than others into 
the myfteries of the court, it is at leaft 
certain, that thofe who were moft con- 
verfant with the Archbi(hop of Cam- 
bray, and had a very great Ihare in his 
confidence, never heard any thing drop 
from him, which could give the leaft 
credit to the ftory. We even fee by 
the letter, we have given above, from 
Madam de Maintenon to the Duke of 
Beauvilliers^ how capable fhe was of 

doin^ 
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doing jufticc to thofe, with whom ihe 

had not the lead intercourfe, by reaibn 

of ib& part ihe had adted againft 

them. 

In the mean while^ what the Ardi- 
bifhop had fo little fought after was 
brought about happily of itfelf. K. 
Lewis XIV. had for fome time paft 
been entirely reconciled to him in opi- 
nion. A few months before the con- 
clufion of the peace at Utrecht, the 
btlhoprick of Ypres was vacant. This 

freferment he gave to the Abbe dc 
laval, who refided with the Ardibi- 
fliop of Cambray in his palace as his 
friend, and whom he had drawn near- 
er to himfelf, by making him vkar* 
general of his diocefe. Thus by little 
and little the difgrace vtrore off. His 
majefty afterwards attempting to put 
an end to the great affaig which di- 
fturbed the church within his domini- 
ons, and which this great Prince had 
jiot the fatisfadtion to fee brought to 
a conclufion before his deaths had 
thoughts of recalling the Archbiihop, 

in 



in order to employ him in this great 
wotTc. What had not been done in 
the life-time of the Duke of Burgun- 
dy, whofe death had heen preceded 
and followed by flic deceafe of the b 
Dukes cyf Chevreufe and Bauvilliers, 
was infenfibly brought about by the 
neceffilf^ of affairs alone, at a traic 
when the bifliop of Cambray had loft 
sill thofe who might have been a fop- 
port to him at xourt. He faw things 
difpofing themfelves to this return wich 
-very different views from what man- 
kind ufually have upon fuch occafions. 
He thought of nothing but retirement. 
If they had obliged him to come to 
court, he would have gone thither on- 
ly to give his thoughts upon the pro- 
per methods of reftoring a folid peace 
\o the church of France, and then 
have retired as ibon as he had brought 
about a reunion. This reunion was 
all that he had in view. At the fame 
time his icheme of retiring tnade him 
I even 

^ TJse Archbifliop*s two ki\\mult ttSs^^. 
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even think of fetting himfclf entirely 
at liberty, by giving up his archbifliop- 
rick; and he had taken his meafures 
accordingly- After the moft exad en- 
quiries into the merits of different 
fubjedte, to fix upon one whom he 
might defire of the King, that his ma- 
}ef]^ would be pleafed to appoint for 
iiis fucceffor, he was almoft determined 
upon the Abb€ de Tavanes, who is at 
prefent biAop of Chalons fur Marne. 
This was a young clergyman who did 
not appear in the great world till af- 
ter the Archbifhop of Cambray had 
left it, never more to come out of his 
diocefe. He had not the leaft affinity 
with him, either by parentage, or any 
Qther relation. He was not even per- 
fbnfllly acquainted with him, but was 
abfolutely determined by the teftimo- 
wies which thofe whom he had cori- 
falted had given of him, and who, bo- 
ing upon the fpot, were beft able tp 
judge of the fubjeds that werd moft 
promifmg. But all this was fo privately 
carried on, that in all probability the 

ijerfon 
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perfon whom it moft concerned may at ^ 
this very time be ignorant of it. 

Thefe were the difpofitions of the* 
Archbifliopof Cambray, when an acate 
difeafc, which lafted but a few days, 
carried him out of the world on the 
7th of January 17 15, in the: 64th year 
of his age. The evening he died, he 
wrote the following letter to F. Lc 
Tellier, hismajefty'sconfeffor. 

" I have juft received the extreme^ 
** undlion. It is in this flate, my 
** reverend father, wherein I prepare 
" myfelf to appear in the prefence of 
^' God, that I beg of you inflantly to 
" lay my real fentiments before the 
** King, I ever was difpofed to fub- 
** mit to the church, and have always 
" held in abhorrence the novelties 
*' which have been imputed to me. I 
** received the condemnation ^ of my 
** book with the moft abfoiute finj- 
** plicity. There never was a fingic 
" moment in my life, wherein I did 
*^ not bear the warmeft atknowledge- 
" ments of gratituda tovi^Lt^^ >\\^Yoixn.^^ 

1 ^ ^^ \ics& 
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" the fincereft zeal, the moft profound 
refped:, and molft inviolable attach- 
" ment to his perfon. 

*^ I take the liberty of afking two 
" favours of his xnajcfty, which do 
" not regard either myfelf, or any of 
*' mine. The one is, that his tnajefty 
'' would have the goodnefs to appoint 
*' me a fiicceflbr, that is pious^ regu-^ 
** lar, good, and zealous againft Janfc- 
*' nifm, which has gained ground itt 
** thefe quarters. The other is, that 
*^ he will be pleafed to accomplifh with 
** my fucceffor^ what could not be 
*' done with me, for Meff. de S. Sul- 
*' pice. I am indebted to his majefty 
*^ for the fuccour I received from them; 
'^ nothing can be feen r^ore apoftolical 
^' and more venerable. If his majefty 
** will be pleafed to fignify to my fuc- 
•* ceflbr, that he would do well to 
** conclude with thefe Gentlemen what 
'^ is already fo far advanced, the af- 
'^ fliir will foon befinifhed. I heartily 
•' wiih his 'majefty a long life, which 
^' f he church, no \efex\\^Yvx\\^?t'3X^^W^ 
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•' infinite need of. If I am admitted 
^^ into the prefence of God, I will fre- 
•' quently beg of him the fame fa- 
•* vours." 

The King,, who had defigned to em- 
ploy the Archbiftiop of Cambray in the 
aflFair we have mentioned, feemed very 
much afflicted with his lofs. When 
the news of it was brought to him, he 
anfwered very forrowfuny,^ He is want^ 
ing to us at a time we have need of him. 
His death was lamented at Cambray, 
like that of a parent. Such of his con- 
temporarieSy as are now left in the 
Country, cannot fee any perfon who 
recalls him ta their mind without 
tears. Several of thofe who had con- 
fided wholly in him during his life- 
time^, for the direction of their confci- 
ences, took pains, after his deatli, to 
communicate the letters they had re- 
ceived from him upon different occa- 
fions, and which they hadi preferved as 
a treafure of great value. They were 
formed into one coUedion, which makes 
up fevtral volumes, and has been printed 
I 2 uud« 
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.under the title of Spiritual Compojttions. 
In this coUedion were comprehended 
divers pious difcourfes. which the Arch- 
biftiop had {ttn publiftied in his life- 
lime under different titles. Thofe per- 
fons into whofe hands the manufcript» 
had fallen, did not print them with- 
.out taking the liberty to alter them^ 
ijnder a pretence of making fuch cor- 
ledlions^ as their want of judgment in 
matters of this nature had led them 
to think rieceflary. In the edition of the 
Spiritual Compofitions they were collated 
with exad: copies, that were again at 
this time found, and reftored to their 
former integrity. There arc, however, 
fome fragments, tho' very few, where- 
in thofe copies were dcfc^ive. But 
the paffages wherein thefe alterations 
have been made, are ealy to he difcerned 
from the perplexed intermixture of 
phrafes and thoughts, whereby the ge- 
nuine text, which is plainly to bo dif- 
tinguifhed by the ftyle, is feen only 
by intervals. The different editions 
which have been already fcnt abroad 

af 
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©f thefe Spiritual Compofiiions^ were all 
of them very greedily bought up by the 
publick^ There are found among them 
letters and difcourfes written at all times 
of the life of this illuftrious prelate^ 
both before, and after the affair of his 
book of ^be Maxims of the Saints^ and 
aM with the fame fpirit. It is in one of 
the volumes of this colledlion, that the 
letters written to the Duke of Bur- 
gundy during his unfortunate campaign 
in 1708, have been inferted, what 
concerned private pcrfonS only being 
left out. 

The fame fpiHt which the Archbi- 
ifaop had retained to the clofe of his 
life,^ without attempting to raife him- 
felf from his difgrace in France, had 
Kkewife rendered him undefirous of the 
dignity, which is the great objedt of 
the ambition of prelates. All that had 
pa^Ofed in the affair of his book, the 
Gonilant tenor of (his condud:*in it, 
and the limplicity of his fubmiffion af- 
ter the judgment^ had made a ilrong 
I 4 imprefTion 



aoo The Life of 

imprefljon upon the mind of Innocfeirt 
XIL This Pope died without decla- . 
ring two cardinals, which he had no- 
minated in Petto. Letters from Rome 
containing a particular account of the 
circumftances of it^ and from the beft 
hands, (hewed in tinie, that the Arch-, 
bifhopof Cambray was one of them. 
They faid, that the holy father beinjg 
upon his death-bed would have* de- 
clared him, but he was difTuaded from 
k by thofe who reprefented to him 
the danger of thereby difobliging the 
court of France, which had laid the 
condemnation of the Archbifhop'^ book 
£6 much to- heart. They had urgedj 
that this might make a difference be- 
tween the two courts, and even be 
prejudicial to the Archbifhop, as k 
would ftill more cxafperate his own 
court, to fee him nominated to the 
cardinaKhip, at a time when he was 
looked upon there to be in difgrace^ 
The Pope yielded to thefe reprefcn- 
tations^ and died without declaring ei- 
ther 
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^er of the two whom he had rcfervcd* 
in Petto K 

Cardinal Albani, who fuccceded 
him under die name of Clement XI. 
was doubtlefs not ignorant of what his 
predecefibr had defigned. Befides^ this 
cardinal had been always one of thofe 
who were moft inclined to feyour the 
Archbifliop in the affair of his book, 
and he continued conftantly to have a 
L 5 lingular 

a The printed piece publiflied in 1732, under the 
^rm of a joumal, whereof mention has been already 
made In the notes at page iiy^-and 168, may lead 
thofe into an error who ihall read what is there found 
concerning MeiF. Rodolovich and SperelH, whom 
Pope Innocent XII. had declared Cardinals fome 
months before his death, and who were, fays the jour- 
nal, in Petto, He (hould have alfo added, that there 
were two others who remained in Petto till the Popc'a 
4eath, , who died without declaring them ; but this 
the journal pafies over in filence. The omiifion is re- 
iharkable, becaufe in this journal they have afie^led ' 
to fet down even the minuted circumdilnces. But 
this is fafEcient to (hew that the writers who publiflied 
that piece, have endeavoured artfully to convey luch ^ 
notions, as in the minds of nnwary readers would be 
s^t to contradid the fads, which they were difpofed • 
not to have believed. This libel furnifhes us in al- 
moft every page with inftances of this kind of artfully • 
endeavouring to elude, and of fubiUtuiin^iUcckk%W. 
venrioi35 in^ead of truth. . 
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fingular regard for him. Any other 
perfon befides the Archbiftiopof Cam- 
bray would' have thence found means 
not to have been forgotten in the jm^ 
motions that were made ; but then he 
muft have departed froni the principles 
which hft followed during hk whdc 
life. F. d' Aubenton had fpent at Rome 
the interval, which paffed between his 
departure from the court of Spain, and 
the time of his being recalled to fupply 
the place of Confeffor to King Philip V. 
a fecond time. The Archbifhop of 
Cambray kept up a regular correfpon- 
dencc with him upon the fubjedl of re- 
ligion, and he communicated what the 
Archbifhop wrote to the Pope. This 
was a very favourable channel, to make 
h?mfelf be thought of to his own ad- 
vantage. F. d*Aubenton was ftill at 
Rome in 1715, when the news was 
brought thither of the Archbifliop's 
death. Clement XI. under the afflic- 
tion he was in for it, reproached the 
jefuit for not having ever recommended 
the Archbiftiop of Cambray to be 
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made a Cardinal. This F. d'Aubcnton 
fent word of to one of his friends at 
Paris,, who is ftill living. Thus wc 
may fay, that the moft abfolute declen- 
fion from any endeavour to procure 
any fort of temporal advantage to him- 
felf, was the conftant and real quietifni 
of this great man. 



The END. 



THE 

G E N E A L O G Y 

O F 

. M de F E N E L O N, 

Archbifhop of C am b r a rr 

It was not judged proper to clog the 
Jhorf account given above with a r^- 
Cital of what might' be alkdged ft) 
the advantage of the birth of the 
jirchbijhop of Cambray^ and there^ 
fore it has been referved for a chap'^ 
ter by it f elf 

THIS Great Man was defcend- 
ed from the houfc of Salignac 
or Salagnac, a- family of great note in 
Perigord. The lands belonging to the 
family are in the country called Salag- 
jiac. A like variation has been com- 
mon 



ao 6 The Geneahgy of 

mon to fevcral other great families m 
ihofe Provinces. JSrmagnac^ Jlrmig^ 
nac \ CardaillaCy CardiHac y 'PardaiU 
lan^ Pardillan I Salagnac,. SalignaCy 
and fbmetimes alfo Siileignac. The 
orthography of the moft antient re- 
cords was even Armanhac^, Salanhac^ 
Cardalbac, Piirdalhan^, &c, . In . the 
fame record the fame name is fbme- 
times written according to thefe diflfer- 
cnt pronuntiations. ' 

Formerly, the principal lands in the 
country were Baronies and Chatel^ies. 
. Salagnac was always the chief Ch4te- 
lenie in Perigord. The lands at pre- 
fent confift of fevcral large parifbes; 
before they were difmembered, they 
amounted to eighteen. 

The children of Aimery de Salagnac 
jare mentioned in a record made in the 
year 128I5 containing a decree for a 
partition of the lands of the family of 
Salagnac. It allots to the parceners, 
which were not of the name oiF S^ 
kgnac, and which could be only col- 
laterals 
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laterals defcendcd from a wife of a 
former pofleflbr of the whole land, 
their refpedtive portions. The one 
iialf is at the fame time referved in a 
lamp to the coparceners of the name 
of Salagnac, to be divided amongft 
them (fays the decree) in fuch jpor- 
tions, as are cuftomary. This parti- 
tion therefore ncceffarily carries back 
the defcent to a common anceftor, 
from whom Aimery and tlie collate- 
rals muft have fprung, with whom his 
children were coparcerners of the fame 
land, as of a common patrimony ; 
^nd this Aimery de Salagnac muft have 
been already very much advanced in 
age in the year 1 260, as by an inftru^ 
ment of his, bearing date the feme 
year, he appears to have then had fe- 
vcral of his children married. In go- 
ing ftill farther backward, we find a 
great number of other Salagnacs, pof- 
feffors of the lordfhip of that name, 
and we fee in the moft antient feals 
the fame arms the j^mily iiow bear^ 

But 
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But we have not certain proofs ehougttv 
to fix the filiation higher than this- 
Aimery.. 

Bozon de Salagnac was- eleded 
Archbifhop of Bourdeaux in 1296; 
We cannot cxaSly find out what tela* 
tjon he bore to the Aimery above-men- 
tioned ; but they both occur in an in- 
ftrument of the family dated in 1 275;, 
where they arc both mentioned toge- 
ther, and with the children of the 
ikid Aimery^ This inftrument was 
executed at Sarlat, a town very nearly 
adjacent to the lands of Salagnac. Bo- 
zon is therein termed Archdeacon of 
the church of Bourdeaux, in which 
ftation he was, when he was after- 
wards elccSted- Arohbiflbop^ A- fecond 
Bozon de Salagnac,. who was in like 
manner as the former Archdeacon of 
Medoc in the church of Bourdeaux^, 
was made Bifhop of Cominges-in 1 300.- 
Helias de Salignac was alio Archbifhop 
of Bourdeaux in 1361, after having, 
been before Biihop of Sarlat. The 

laft. 
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Baft * Gallia Cbrijirana^ in making 
mention of thefe two Archbifliops, 
fays of the former ; Ex vetujid et noi^ 
bin gent e Baronum die Salignaco^^ in Fe^ 
trocoriis oriundus : and of the fecond. 
Hie Arcbiepifcopus cognominabatur dc 
Salignac^ qum gens- in Pago Fetrogori^ 

cen/i 

* There are two GaKar Chriftiane^s^ or rather 
two editions I the firft in 1656, was piiblifhed by 
the two brothers Su. Martbe ; the fecond by F. Su. 
Martbe of the congregation of St. Maur, in twQ 
volumes, of which the firft was publiflied in 1710 
and the fecond in 1720. The oldeil of thefe Gallia 
ChriftiamCs mentions no other Salignae Archbifhon of 
Boardeaox, but the firfl defied in 1 296 ; but the GaUim 
Chriftiana of 1 7 1 5, and 172c, fpeak of both. At the 
fame time it gives proofs of the fecond^ named Heliasi 
wiiich are indifputable, and thoroughly confute tht 
opinion of thofe perfons, who affign this Heliaa to an* 
ether family. £kit this new Gmllia Chriftiana fall^ia 
its turn into another error. The agreement in the 
name of Bo^on, and the title of Archdeacon of the 
fame Archdeaconry of Medoc in the Church of Boar- 
deaox, lead the Author to think, that the two Bozon^ 
one Arcbbifhop of Bourdeaux> and the Qther Biihop of 
Comingesy might be the fame ;. and purfuant to this 
notion of permutation, contrary to all probability, 
Cupported.by the proofs arifing from an exaft enquiry 
into the antient records, he makes Bozon de Sala«iac 
Archbi(hop of Bourdeaux, to-be tranflated from that 
Archbifboprick.tp, the. Biihpprick of Comjnges. 
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eenfi ejl antiquijjtma etmbiliffima. The 
name of the family of Bozon, the 
iirft of thefe two Archbifliops,. is called 
Salagnac in the writ of his eledtion. 

This family hath befides this given 
;five Bifhops to the town of Sarlat, ex- 
elufive of the Bifhop who was tranfla- 
•ted from this fee to the Archbiflioprick 
of Bourdeaux ; they are all mentioned 
in both the Galliana Chrijtianas^ and 
three of them were of the branch of 
La Mothe Fenelon. This branch, 
!which is now the eldeft, derives its 
original from Raymond de Saligndc or 
"Salagnac^ whofe father was yobn^ and 
his grandfather Maffroy de Salagnac^ 
the grandlbn of Aimery above-men- 
tioned. This Maffroy^ in 13 16, had 
married one Eftaing, whofe name was 
^elis^ the lifter of Raymond ^Efiaing^ 
Scnefchal of Roucrguc, from whence 
are derived all that are left remaining 
of the illuftfious name of E^ftaing. 
John, the fan of Maffroy and Helh. 
{tEJiaing^ married Gaillard de Mon^ 
tauriol^^ a family which has been long 
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extkid. Raymond de Salagnac their 
fon was Lord of Salagnac^ la Motbcy 
Feneloriy and divers other lands. He 
was Scnefchal of Quercy and Peri« 
gord, an ofEce at that time of great 
power and authority in the provinces^ 
It is alfo faid in fome ancient memoirs,, 
fhat he was Lieutenant-general in the 
gpvemment of Guienne^ in the alK 
fence of the Sire iAlbret. The Hi- 
ftorians, who fpeak of him, call hioi 
"Raymond de Salignac ; they place him. ^ 
in the number of Lords, who towards 
the end of the reign of Charles VI.^ 
fupported the party of the Dauphin 
beyond the Loire. They fay this of 
him in particular, that he ferved with-, 
out pay for feveral years, having eigh-*. 
teen Ecuyers «nder his banner. He 
was married to a daughter of the 
houfe o£ Peruft Efcars^ who amongft 
other illuftrations had the honour of 
contra(9:ing an alliance with a Bourbon^ 
of the Blood Royal, and the heirefe 
of the branch of Carency. From the 
children of this R/^ymmdy who was 
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living in 1444, were defcended' tEe 
branches of the name of Salignac^ as 
well the two elder which are cxtind; 
as that of La Mothe Fenelon^ which 
ftill fubfifts, and has itfelf alfo beea 
divided. There were alfo other 
branches, which formed grcar and iU 
luftrious alliances, and fprung fronr 
the brothers of the (aid Raymond^ but 
they are likcwife all extinft. The cl<» 
deft of his children, named Anthony^ 
is called Chamberlain to the King, and 
Governor of Limozin and Perigonf. 
He married Jane de -Caumont^ the 
daughter of Brandelis Lord of Qm^ 
mont^ from which Brandelis de Cius^ 
mont fprung the two Marflials de kt 
Force^ and the Dukes of that name. 
The eldeil fon of this Antbtmy was 
twice married^ fir ft, with one ^ailte^ 
randy of the illuftrious houfe of the 
Princes of Chalais^. y and the fecond' 
time withr a daughter of the family of 
Pierre Btiffierei He left only daugh*- 
ters by both thefe marriages ; two by 
the firft marriage were themfelves mar^ 

ricdi^ 
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ried, one of them by a dilpenfation 
with the Lord of Taillerand, Prince of 
Chalais, her coufin ; and the other 
with * Francis d*Aydie Vifcount of Ri- 
•berac ; the other three Sifters by the 
fccond marriage married all of them 
Lords of the aame of Gontaut de Bi^ 
ron. One of them, being appointed 
principal heirefs, brought herhuftand 
the land of Sa/agnac, upon condition 
that the children, which (hould be 
born of this marriage, fliould bear the 
name and arms of Salignac with the 
name and arms of Gontaut de Biron, 
which was executed by their pofterity. 
There were alfo three other daughters 
of the«ame of SalagnaCj married in- 
to the fame family of Biron. Gajion 
de Gontaut Baron of Biron, who was 
great-grandfather to the femous jir^ 
mand, the firft of the two Marflials 

de 

. • Guy itJyMij Vifcount of Rihtrae^ born of this 
anarriage, was married to Mary de Foix, the niece of 
Jgne de F§ix married to Ladislas VI. King of Hua- 
^y and Bohemia, and mother to Awnt ff H«iw%a(rv% 
who married the Emperor F&RDiHi^iiiii V 
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de Biroriy in 1456, was married to Co* 
tbarine de Salagnac^ the father of Ray^ 
mond^ and from this marriage fprung 
the whole houfe oiGontaui de Uirm. 

From a youirger fon of jintbony dt 
^alagnaCy the eldcfl: of Raymond'^ chil- 
dren, defcended another branch. Oi 
this branch was Geraud de Salagnac^ 
Lord of the lands of Rochefort and 
Rocbemeau in Limozin. He had been 
governor to Henry IV. in the child- 
hood of that great Prince. His fan 
Francis was married to one St. Mawe^ 
lifter to Francis de Sf. Maure Lord of 
Montawzier^ grand-father to the late 
Duke of Mmtauzier^ Peer of France, 
Their fon Samuel de Salagnac married 
Olympe Grain de Su Marfaut^ who 
furviving her hulband was married a 
fecond time to Aubuffon Count de la 
Peuillade, grand- father by another mar^ 
riage to the firft Marlhal Duke de la 
Feuillade. Achilles de Salagnac ^ the 
fon of Samuel and Grain St. Marjaut^ 
was the laft of this branch. He mar- 
ried A daughter oi \\\^ tvaiti!^ oC MeiU 
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lers in Limcfzin^ by whom he had fc- 
veral children, but none of them were 
left remaining except only daughters, 
the eldeft of whom became an heirefs 
by the death of her brothers, being at 
this time married to the Marquis de 
St. Jbre^ of the name of La Cropte^ 
who was a Lieu tenant-General in the 
army of M. de ^urenne^ and flain in 
1 674. Thus ended the elder branches 
derived from Anthony the eldeft of the 
fons of Raymond, ychn their third 
fon, the fecond being Bifhop of Sar* 
lat^ had for his partition La Mothe^ 
Fenelon^ and Gualejac. From this 
John and one Lauzieres Tbemines^ 
whom he married, is defcended the 
branch of La-Motbe Fenelon. Helias 
their fon married one Segur Tljeaubon-^ 
by whom he had iffue. In the num- 
ber of his children was Bertrand^ who 
diftinguiflied himfelf by his merit: 
There is mention made of him by the 
name of Bertrand de Salignac de U 
Mothe Fenelon in different places in the 
hiftories and memoirs of the reigns df 
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Hen. II. and the Kings his children. 
He was In Mefz whilft: vety young, 
at the time the Emperor Charles V, 
laid liege to it, which fiege he raifed. 
He has left behind him a journal of it, 
which has been commended and fol- 
lowed by hiftorians of judgment in 
the account they have given of that 
famous fiege. He was employed alfo 
in divers embaffies. He was returning 
from England, where he had been fe- 
vcral years embaflador, when he was 
nominated knight of the Holy Ghoft 
at the iiiftitutbn of the order by King 
Henry the third. He was not how- 
ever inftituted in the firft chapter, nor 
received till one of the next, being ab- 
fent and employed in the King's bufi- 
nefs along with the Queen-mother in 
Guienne, at the time this firft chapter 
was held. He returned a fecond time 
into England, being one of the Lords 
who made up the famous embafly, 
which had a Prince of the Blood at the 
head of it, and was fent by King 
Henry HI. into England to iign in 
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his naxne^ and in (be name of the 
puke of Alencon his brother then 
Poke ^ Anjou^ the contrad; of mar- 
riage between that Prince and Queen 
Elizabeth. This contra<5t was ac^ 
tually figned on the 11 th of June 
1 581. and we there fee Bertrand de 
Salignac de la Motbe Fenelofi amongft 
the commiffioners and embafladprs of 
H^NRY lU. who ligoed it. He was 
chofen^ifoon after the qanclufion of thc^ 
peace qiJ^ervins^ by King-H^NRvlV^ 
for his emba^ador in Spain } and died 
at Bourdeaux in 1599, as he was upon 
bis way thither. He was never mar- 
ried. His elder brother u4rmand, call- 
ed gentleman of the chamber to the 
King, and Knight 6£ his order of St. 
Michael, had ieveral children by his 
wife, Hunaud Lanta^ a name of di- 
ftindion in Languedoc. Of thefc 
children of Armando Jobn^ who was 
the eldeft that furvived, married one 
* PelUgrue^ by whom he had ifliie. 

He 

« A cardiiMl cfihii booft vH NSstt^^^^^- 
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He had 1>egun to diiHnguUh himfelf. 
After the lofs of the battle of Cou- 
tras by the Catholicks, he threw him- 
felf mto the towii of Sarlat, whidi 
the troops of the Vifcounttie Tureraie 
were coining to befiege ; and he de- 
fended it fo bravely, that the fiege was 
raifed. In memory of this deliverance 
there is kept every year a kind of &aft 
in the town, wim a fermon, wherc^ 
there is always honourable mention 
made of the lamity of Fenelon. Af- 
ter this fuccefs, he marched himielf 
to attack the little town of Dome; hut 
was flain in the attac-k. His fon Fran* 
CIS married the only daughter of * -Hi?- 
race de Bonneval, the eldeft <2>f the 
houfe of BonnevaL From this mar- 
riage i(prung Pons 'de Salignac de la 

Motbe 

gate in Italy for Pope Clement V. iiis uncle, who 
then refided at Avignon, and for whom this cardinal 
gained the battle of Francolin in 1 309, againft the 
Venetians, and recovered the (own of F^rnun. 

♦ The great-grand- father and great-grand-mother 

of tbis Horace were Anthony Lord of Bonneval, and 

Margaret de Foix his wife, couiin-german to Gallon 

Cortnt of. Foix, -friivcc of Nava^tp, an4 hejr to that 

arown. 
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Mothe Fmehn, the father 6iFranck 
4e Salignac Archbiihop of Cambray. 
Pons had this illuftrious child by a fe- 
corid marriage, which he contrafted 
in an advanced age with * Louijii tie la 
Crople^ fitter to the Marquifs de St. 
j4bre already mentioned, who was 
llain a lieutenant-general in the fervicc, 
and had himfelf married a . Salignac. 
Pons had fcveral brblbers ; among o- 
thers, Francis Biftiop. of Sarlat^ and 
Anthony y who bore the title of Marr 
ijuis de Fenelon, and who had raifed 
himfelf confiderably in the world by 
his perfonal merit. He was the prin- 
cipal mover in fetting on foot ' what 
paflcd in the younger ^^y^ of King 
Lewis XIV. concerning duelSj^ and 
which in its confequences was /one of 
the moft memorable circumftances of 
the glorious reign of that great Prince. 
K 2 He 

* Mademoirelle i/<f Pr/7»vtf/iy who had the honour 
lo marry M. the Count Je Soijpms^ elder brother to 
the famous Prince Eugem of Saw^^ and from whom 
are defccndcd the Princes his Nephews, was of the 
fame name of La CrofU^ of the btuncK ^ EtQw^a\% 
CJ^ftUrac, 
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He had in the time of the'Quccrt- 
mother a brevet of nomination for the 
order of die Holy Ghbft, which how- 
ever did not then take place at the pro- 
motion made in r66i. He had mar- 
ried a daughter of the ilhiflxious hodfe 
oiMantheron^ who being an only child 
was the heirefs of her branch of the 
family. There was left by this tnar- 
tiage only. one daughter, married into 
the houfe of Laval, and who was 
mother to the Marquis of Laval, chief 
of the name of that illuftrious hdufe 
of Laval-Montrmrency. 

It was this Marquis de Fenelon, 
who, having taken notice of the et* 
traordinary talents in the young Abb6 
de Fenelon his . nephew, feiit for him 
to Pari$, took care of his youth, and 
contributed very much to make bim 
early known. The Abbe being no- 
minated preceptor to the Princes of 
France ivt 1689, the confideration of 
his diftinguifhcd birth procured, from 
the day that he entered upon the dif- 
chargc of bis ofiice towards the Duke 
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of Burgundy, the honour of eating at 
his taUe, and fitting with him in the 
coach ; an honour whkh had never 
been granted' to any preceptor in the 
preceding educations. Six years after,' 
that is in 1695, the Abb6 de Fenelon 
was nominated to the archbiihoprick 
of Cambray^ and filled the fee near 
twenty years, with the reputation which 
all the wodd is acquainted with. 

Pons de Salagnae tt la Motbe Fme^ 
hn^ thcf father of this great Archbi- 
fhop, had by his firft marriage with 
a daughter oif Fhancis dt^parbez^ 
Marquis o£ Aubet&re and Marihal of 
France, amongft other children, Fran* 
cis^ who married Anne iu Lac de la 
PSrfde^ heireis hj her mother, who 
was of the name of the Marfhal dti 
Btmrg, to an elder biandi of that Mar- 
fhal's family. Their fon, named alfo 
Frandi^ Marquis de la Motbe Fenelon^ 
k at prefent the head of the family. 
By his lady, who was of the houfe 
of Beaupoil St. Aulaire^ a name of di- 
jftindiOQ in Perigord, he had feveral 
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children, and amongft others Jamt 
Gabriel de SatignaCy Marquis oiFenelon^ 
who being brought up at Cambray 
under his greatauncle the Archbifhop^ 
paffed from thence into the world. la 
1 72 5, he came embaflador into Holland. 
Three years after, he was removed 
from thence to fill the place of fecond 
plenipotentiary of the legation of France 
at the congrefs of Soiflbns, where Car- 
dinal de Fleury was at th^ head- This 
congrefs breaking up, he was fent a 
fecond time into Holland, where he 
now reftdes under the charafter of em- 
baffador*. He hath feveral children' 
by Louifd Frances Le Peletier his lady, 
the fifter of M. Le Peletier^ the elder 
of the prefidents a w^r//V in the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, and daughter of the late 
M. Le Peletier^ the premier prefident. 

* It is this minlfter who was killed in the battle of 
Liege on the nth of 0£lober» N. S. 1746, and on« 
of whoie fons was dangerouily wounded in the battle 
of Dettingen, where he behaved extremely well, and 
from whence he was carefully fent back to the army 
of France, where he now ferves with diftin^on. 

'AN 
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CATALOGUE 

O F T H E 

WORKS 

Of the late 

M. FRANCIS DE SALIGNAC 
DE LA MOTHE FENELON^ 

Archbiflaop of Cambray, and for- 
merly Preceptor to the Princes of 
France. 

I . yf Treatife of the office of pajiors^ 

-^ printed in 1688. 

2. ATreatife concerning the education 
of daughters^ augmented, inthefecond 
edition, with an Advice to a lady oj 
quality^ concerning the education of her 
daughter. 

K4 V 
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3. Maxims of the faints ctmcfrmni 
the inward life explained. 
' Pope Innocent XII. condemned this 
book by a brief bearing date Mardi i2> 
1699. Rome however would not in- 
chide in this condemnation the acKK 
logetical difcoorfes which the ^utfidr 
had wrote during the conrfe of the dif- 
pute^ both to defend himfelf from the 
unjuft reproaches of hia adfer&ries, 
and to vindicate his dofbine* Thele 
apologetical difeourfes are thofe which 
follow. 

I. jf paftoral inJiruBiM ioncermng^ 
the book of the Maxtms of the faints. 

z. Jin anfnioer to^ the declaration tf 
the Jrchbifbop of Paris, the iijhop of 
Meaux, and the bijhop rf dartres, 
againft the book entitled. The maxims 
pf the faints explained. 

3. An anfwer to the book of the bijhop 
de Meaux, entitled, Summa Do6trin£. 

4. A dijfertation upon the real differ^ 
ences between the doSlrine ^f the bijhop 
ofMeauyij^ and that ofM. aeGBmbraj. 

^. Four 
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^, Four letters to the Archbijhop of 
Farts upon bispafioral inftruSlion of the 
2yth ofOBober 1 697. 

6. Five letters to thehijhobofMeaux. 

7. Ati anfwer to the dijcourfe of the 
hijhop of ifeaux^ entitled^ A relation 
conceroii^ Quktifm* 

8. ji reply to the bijbop of Meaux's 
remarks ufm the anfwer to the relation. 

9; ^tbree letters in. anfwer to that of 
the hijbap of Meaux^ 

10. ' Two letters in anfwer to thepaf^ 
toral letter of the bijbop of Cbartres con^ 
eertiing'tbe book entitled^ The maxims 
of the faints explained. 

il\ ftnoo letters to M. de Qunrtres^ in 
anfwer to the letter of a divine. 
• 12, A letter to the bij)»p of Meaux^ 
in anfiJOer to his latin treatije entitled^ 
Myftici in tuto, upon pajffive prayer; 

i^. A letter to M. de Meaux, in an^ 
fiver to bis latin treatife entitled^ Scho- 
hftici in tuto^ concerning charih. 

14. A letter to the bijhop of Meaux 
eomeming charity. 

K ^ \V -^ 
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1 5. jin anjkoer to the tra^ of the 
hijhop of Meaux entitled, Quseftiuii- 
cula. 

16. Decifive precedents again/i the 
bifhop of Meaux: 

17. A letter upon the bifbop of 
Meaux*s anfwer to the work entitled^ 
Etecifive precedents. 

id. Two letters to^f he bijhcp of Meaux 
concerning the twehe fropofifiom be 
would have cenfured by tb( daHors of 
Paris. 

19. Two letters to the bifhop of 
Meaux in anfwer to a piece intitled^ 
The paflages cleared up, &c. 

20. An anfwer to the Archbifbop of 
Paris. This is in latin. 

21. The principal propofitions of the 
book of the Maxims of the faints^ JHftl' 

fed by veryjlrong exprejjions of the f acred 
writers. 

This colle£iion was the lad of the 
apologetical pieces of the Archbifhop 
of Cambray. It came not to Rome 
till afcer the judgment given againft the 
book of the Maxims, 

IX. The 
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22. The mandate of the ^th ofjlpril 
1 699, for the acceptation of the brief 
of Pope Innocent XII. in condemnation 
of the hook of the Maxims of the faints^ 
and the twenty-three propofitions extraSted^ 
from it. 

23I; T^he report of the aJfembJy of 
bijhops in the province of Cambray^ of the 
r^h and 16th of May 1699, for the- 
acceptation of the f aid brief. 

Z4. The mandate of the j^oth of Sep^ 
t ember 1700, reiterating the accepta-^ 
tion of the fame, brief 

His Works againft Janfenifin are thefc : 
which follow. 

i; A fir ft ordinance and paftpral in-^ 
JiruSiion, containing a condemnation of 
a printed piece entituledy , A\ cafe of 
confcience, 

2. A fecond pajioral' inftruSfion, to 
clear up feveral dijiculties objeBed in 
divers pieces againft the fir ft paftoral inr 
JiruSlion of the i oth of Feb. 1 7 04. . 

z^4 
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T^i A third pajloral. inflruffidn^ con- 
taining J>roofs c^tbe tradition £OtK&mng 
the rn/alliiility of the eburch, with 
relation to orthodox or heretical texts. 

4. A fourth pa/ioral in/lruBion^ 
"wherein it is proved^ that it is the church 
which requires the Jigning ef a form\ 
and that the requiring this fii/cription 
is grounded upon the infallibility^ which 
hath been protmfed to heir in judging of 
dogmatical texts. 

c. A letter to a divine upon thefubjeSt 
t^ his pa/ioral inJiruStions. 

6. An anfwer to a bifl:op upon fever al 
^ difficulties^ which he had propofed to 

him upon the fuhjeSl of his pafioral 
inftruSions. - 

7. jh anfwer to the letter of the hifhop 
wfSt.Pons. 

8. An ordinance^ and paftoral infiruc^ 
tiony for the publication of the conjlitution 
of our bofy father Pope Clement XL of the 
I ttb of July againft Janfenifm. 

9. A letter to a divine^ by way of 
anfwer to an anonymous latin libel^ he^ 
pnning with thefe words^ Revercnde 



admcJcfirrtt Domine, Die formula fuSfcrhi 
heiiik, fcc. 

, i6. A letter Up6n a swork entitled, 
Defenfio atitofitatis eccTefia?. 
[ \ ii. A' letter: io his bigbnefs fbe eleSfor 
iffChlo0ey tonhetning the. profe/latidH of 
fbe MOnym^s duthor of a tat inlet ter^ and 
of the book entituled^ Defenfio autoritafis 
ectlefi^ ^ 

\ ii. Ai dnfwef to fie pcond letter of 
fbe btjhop of SL Po72s. ' .. , 

. iX* A pdJtoraL infiruBion concerning 
fbe aook entitled^ ' A juflification* pf 
humble filence. 

14. A letter concerning the infalli^ 
bility of the churchy with relation fo 
dogmatical texts ^ with an anfw^r to the 
principal objeSllons. 

ir. An anfiver to a fecond letter of 
tbebijhopof 

16. A letter to^Mr^ N. (Baron 
Kark, ^Cbancellor fo the EleSfor of Q- 
logne) concerning a treatife intitkd^ 
The letter of hi& highncfs the Ele<5tor 
of Cologne, Biihop and Prince of 
Liege^ concerning the Archbifiiop of 
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Cambray's letter to his ele&otal h^^ 
nefs of Cologne^ Sec. againft a proteiti? 
tion oi a divine of Liege. . 

17. 7w^ letters to F/ Slutftiely tbi 
(me touching a piece entitled^ , D^on- 
ciatio folemnis ^ulls» 6cc. th' other 
concerning tbUe relation of Cardinal 
Rofpigli^. 

li. An ordinance and pq/loral ifF* 
JtruSlion^ in condemnation of a book 
entitled, Thcologia dogmatica & 
xnoralis, adufum feminariiCatalauneniiSj. 
drawn up by M. Miihtrt, , do ffor of ths 
Sarbonne. 

M, de Cambray, . wKo carried his 
refpeft towards all men beyond meafure,, 
when he thought it might be done 
without injury to truths fufpended the 
publication of this work, though it was 
printed. It did not come abroad in his 
life-time. 

\Q. A pajloral inJlruBion^ in form 
cf dialogues^ divided into three parts^ 
whereof the former lays open the fyfiem 
ofjanfenius^ its conformity with that of 
Calvin, concerning pleajure, and its 

Q^ojition 
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^ppojition ta the doSirim of S. Augujiim^ 
in Jix dialogues'^ the fecmd^ which makes 
eight dialogues in the firfi edition^ and 
ten in the laji^ explains the principal 
works of S. Augujline concerning grace, 
the abufe which the yanfenifls make of 
them^ and the oppofiticn of their doSlrine 
to that of the Thomifts. The laji eight 
.dialogues make up the third part, and 
Jhew the novelty oftbefyftem ofyanfenius^ 
and the pernicious confequences of that 
doSirine to nH>rality. 

M. de Cambray was upon a fecond 
edition of this work, when he was 
feized with the difeafe, which carried 
him off in a few days. The eleventh 
dialogue was then in the prefs. . He 
had himfelf revifed the proofs of the 
former ten^ and made confiderable 
additions in them. He had alfo made 
two new ones, concerning the will of 
God to faye all mankind. Two days 
before his death, he gave them to his 
*fccretary (Nj[. Stievenard, canon»of the 
church of Cambray, and author of the 
preface which is fet before this edition) 

who 



Vho Iwd • tJ)*- ejre of the mipreffiait 
tinder him; with wders to Jniert thdti 
immcxiiately after the tie vetith^Iogue, 
which accordingly Was done. • 

20. A mandate and paJtoralinfiruffioH^ 
addreffhd. to the clergy and people of the 
[Saceje of Cambray under its Jh^eriil 
Majejiyy for. the reception of the confti" 
tution Unigenitus of our bofy father 
Pope Clement XL of the Sfh of Sept. 
171 3< which ^condemns the hook called^ 
.Moral refleftions of F. Q«cffnel, upon 
the New Teftamcnt, and one htiiidred 
and one propofitions extrafted from k. 

In that part of his diocefe, which; 
was fabjeft to Frapcej' Mr. de Ganj:bray 
piibliihed the paftoral inftrudion, drawn 
up by the afiembly of the clergy of 
France in 1714/ for the reception of 
the laid conftitution; 

DIVERS WORKS. 

I. The Adventures of Telemacbus, the 
fon of Vlyffes^ printed in an autbentick 
manner for tbefrfi time i« 1 7 1 7, --^^ 



Tfcb w»k idfrawrt up f^ely for tKfe 
iirflroafew df ffee DulU^^^ of Fgrgundy, 
WW ptibtilKtdf unkiid^n ^* thtzaiksot, 
by thfe ufiittitltfktri^ft of f6mfe cme of the 
perfi^ mtD #ftis^ kstrf^ the copy had 
ialieif ;• Thcr fe vf^ fetcr^ editions of 
ie, kirtfHdftK)e<«vfcfyin^rfe^/Tfe 
Woridf- fei indcbi** tc^ Ae^ femiry of the 
ArchbilhcKvof Cambray for that which 
wa&puliiidtied flic P^ii^' 1717% £rom an 
original tnanoicri^t fbond atmongft h& 
papers. The* ^fcourfc upon cpick poe"- 
t#y, Wbkh i&fet before this edStiOT^ was 
6nbWii trpi by Mr. Ramiay^ a Scotch 
^ntieman, wkcHxi the reputation of the 
Archbishop of Cambray^ and a defire to 
be fatisfied by him in hid doubts concern- 
mg the cafholicic religion, had brought 
over into Frartde. The fliort preforcs 
are dlio his^ Trhkrhare plated at due 
head oif the four fojlowihg works. 

a. Prefer h^aii ef Sfff-exammttrori 
for a King. This valuable piece is now 
iirft publSherf. It was pkiced after the 
Telemachul ite thaf new -edition, ft 
was pointed from a manufcript, all 
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writttti with the Ardibifliop o£ Cam* 
bray's own hand. It was aceompnied 
with a fhort accountof the Archbiihop's 
life, which is now firft publiflied alfo,. 
and comes from the fountain-head.. 

3. Dialogues of the dead, antient and 
modern^ mtb fome fables^ compofed for 
the education of a Prince ; printed iii aa 
authcntick manner in 17 18., * 

It is alio to the ^mHf of M. de 
Cambray that • the publick is indebt* 
ed for diis editbn,. as aUb for thofe 
that follow. The greateik number of 
the dialogueSj which make, up this cd^ 
^Qixoviy, as alio the adventores of Ari« 
ftonous, had beenr printed in the au- 
thor's life-time ; but from copies which 
had eicaped in a very incorre<ft ilate^ 
with a great many alterations, and 
mixtures of other matters which did not 
belong to him; In this edition the 
whole was correded by the originals. 
It comprehends forty-feven dialogues of 
the antient dead^ nineteen of the mo^ 
dern^ and twenty-fix fables* 

4„ JOia^: 
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'4, Dialogues upon ehquence in gene^ 
ral and that of the pulpit in particular: ; 
'witb a letter written ta the French 
academy ; printed in 1 7 1 8. 

The three dialogues contained in this 
colle(aion were never printed before. 
The edition was made from a manu- 
icript of the author's, written whilft he 
was young with his own hand, and 
found amongft bis papers after hFs 
death. The letter to the academy^ 
who had confulted him about the choioc 
of proper fubjcdts for their occupations, 
had been printed before. : .» 
.J^^.. Letters upon divert JuijeBs con^ 
cerning religion and metapbyjicks ;, printed 
for the firft time in 1.718^ 

This coUedion contains five letters* 
The firft, concerning the exiftence of 
God;, the proper worfhip of God, and 
the true church. The fecond, upon the 
worfliip of God, the immortality of 
the foul, and free-will. This was 
written to the Duke of Orleans^ who 
has fince been regent,, in anfwer to.three 
metaphyflcal queftions,, which that 
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great prince had pot to the Arcfibiftw^ 
of Cam bray, and which arc to be fecA 
at the head of this letter/ Inlhe thirds 
the author treats of the divinity, and of 
religion. In the fourth, of the idea of 
infinity, and the liberty of God to 
create or not create. And laftly, the 
fifth fpeaks of religion and the ptadice 
of it. None of thefe letters were pub^ 
lifhed in the author's Ufe-'tlmc. 

6. Fbilofophical works^ or a demM-^ 
firation of the exiftenee of Odd; printed 
in 1718. 

This work is cfivided into two parts: 
The firft is a demonftration of the ex- 
iftence of God, drawn from 'the know- 
led^ of nature and of man in particu-^ 
lar, adapted to the capacity of the moft 
aniearned. This firft prt had been 
publiflied before under the different 
titles of The art of nature^ or 6f tht 
exijtmce of God. The fecond part of 
ihefe Philofopfncaf works is a demonftra- 
tion of the eidftencc of God, and oF 
Ida attributes, drawn firorn proofs pure^ 



ly kitdllo^ual^ and ?ven from the idea 
of infinity. It was rnever. before iprinted, 
and the manufcnpt. was taken from 
among the *author*5 . papers after .his- 
apath. . 

7. SekSl fertpns upon different fub^ 
ji&s. 

This colleftion^ printed ih 171 8, 
confifls of ten ff rmons or difcourfes. 
The firftis for the epiphany. The fe- 
cond upon .humility. The third for 
the feaft of the aflumption of f he blefled 
Virgin.' The fourth for the feaft of 
St. 'Bernard. , The fifth,, for that of 
St. Therefa. The fixth, for the feaft 
of a martyr. Tbefeventh, for the 
proMion of a nun lately converted. 
The eighth upoi) .prayer. The ninth 
upon the principal duties and advan- 
tages of a religious life. The tenth, 
upon Chriftian perfcdtiori^ or' upon true 
and folid piety. Thcfe difcourfes firft 
appeared all together in this edition! 
They had been printed before in the 
authqr's life-time, but fepamtely, and 
without his knowledge, in two diflfer^ 
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cnt collciftions, the one entituled^ SpU 
ritual difcourfes^ and the other, SiteS 
fermons apon divers fuijeSfs. 

8. Prayers for fmming and evenings 
with devout reflexions for every day tf 
the month I printed in 171^. 

The Reflexions for every day of the 
month had long been publMhed with- 
out the author's name* It was only in 
the latter part of his life, that M. dc 
Camhray, owning them to f)e of his 
compofition, joined them to the Pray- 
ers for morning and evening, which 
were then prmted by his order. The 
edition was not fini!(hed till after his 
death. Befides the Prayers for morn- 
ing and evening, and xht Re flexions fbr 
every day of the month, the laft edition 
of this finallbook contains a fliort Trea^ 
tife of Prayer, an explanation of theee^ 
remonies^f theMafs^ afhortnioay toar^ 
rive at perfeSlion, and fljtrt inflruBi-- 
vns upon all the facraments. The In^ 
flruSlions are not M. de Cambray's, 
but for the moll p^trt are taken only 
from the ritual; which he had drawn 
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op fot the ufe of his diocefc, and from 
hisother works, 

9. Spiritual compojitions. This col- 
ledion^ which was publiihed three years 
after the death of the Archbiihop of 
Cambray, was at fiyft divided into two 
volumes. The greateft part of the 
traAs which compofe the former 
were written for the private inftruAion 
of divers perfons, ahiffWerc afterwards 
publifhed without the author's know-* 
kdge. Thofe perfons into whofe hands 
the manufcrtpts had faHen, had printed 
them in different colledtions, under the 
titles of Pious Thoughts^ Thoughts von-^ 
ceming repentance^ Spiritual difcourfss^ 
&;c. But at the fame time they took 
the liberty of altering them, under a 
pretence of mafcing*corre<9:ionsin them, 
according to their own way of think- 
ing. In the Spiritual tompofiiions^ as 
cxacft copies were made ufe of as could 
be found, to reftore them to the Rate 
they were in atfirft. The copies were 
defedive only in a few inftances ; but 
notwithflanding the alteratbn which is 
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vifiWc, and flicws itfelf at ^iCfae fiift 
fight, by the difFerencc of ftyle, and 
perplexed - intermixture of phtaies and 
thoughts, jyet even -here die -genoinc 
tqct.of l^rdc CginiM;a]r is from time 
to tiraeL plainly difeer^ibl^. They are 
t)ierefore left, notwithflanding the in^ 
terpolatiohs. It may .not however be 
improper here to point oat the pai&ges, 
where thcv occur j and |iicy arc thefe : 

Jn the nrft. volume of tli edition of 
1718. Part I.-Art. 7. entitied,. Of the 
Uan of repentance^ pag. ,55 and-56« 

The nth Article of the fame firft 
part, entitled, Upon the violence 'which 
a Cbrijiian fm^i contimially offer to bim^ 
felfy in order to obtain the kingdom pfbea^ 
wn, p. 78, 79, and 80, of the firft vd. 

In the fame firft volume. Part II. 
Art. 6. entitled, For the feaji of the 
epipham% tr of the kings^ beginnmg 
with thefe wprds, CrSateur du Gel 
(S de la Terre.y and ending with thefe^ 
Occupy doBions; de grace & de louanget 
dans tons les fiecles. Ainfifoit4L pag, 

334^ 335* 336f 337^ ^"^^ 338- _ 

The 



Tlk4l 1 5 th Article of the &mt fecon d 
part, entitikled, For Eafier-^day^ begin*- 
jiijng withthefe words, Vom nCaJJurez^ 
Seigneur ^ and ending with thefc, Jefup^ 
plie V9tre mifSricorde injmie de recevoir 
moti indignitf. Amen. Pag^ 365 of 
the firft volume, to pag. 374. 

The i 7th Artidc'of the fame fecond 
part entitled. For the day of pentecofi^ 
beginning with thefc words, Slje tfCen 
^ais^ and ending thus, Dans un gloin 
ineffa^k pOMr toute t'EtemitS. Anen. 
Pag. 337 of the firft Yolume topag« 

384. ' 

This firtft volume of the Spiritual 
compofitions is divided into three parts. 
The firft contains divers ChriJHan 
thoughts upon a great* number of very 
important points^ i:yating lo piety, mo-, 
rality, and the inward life. The fe« 
cond part contains very AffeSting dip 
courfes upon the principal fei^s of the 
jear^ to the jiumber of fbiir and twen- 
ty > and fourteen Meditations in time of 
pckn^fs. The third part contidns no 
more thafi what is £>and in the little 
book already mentionftd^c;2Cj:*'^^Tor^ 
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for morning and evening, &c. The lit- 
tle Treatife of prayer, which is alfo in 
the fame book, is likewife found at the 
beginning of die firfl volume of Spiri- 
tual compofitions under the title of M-* 
vice concerning the principal e^ercifes of 
devotion. 

: The fecond volume contains ^only 
Religious letters, written to differenf 
perfons^ and collected ifter the author's 
death. They were at firft printed to 
the number of two hundred and for- 
ty-eight. In 171 9, there was a new 
edition of them, with an addition of 
twelve, whereof five being recovered 
after the book was printed off, were 
placed at the beginning, out of their 
proper order. The feven others follow 
after the two hundredth and forty-eight, 
which were printed in the firft fedition. 
The five laft of thefe feven were writ- 
ten to a perfon, who was defirous of 
embracing the catholick religion, and 
had applied herfelf to M. de Canibfty 
for the inftrudtion fhe ftood in need of. 
They were riot written in vain. This 
perfon was a^aVVy couN^ivid, ^ud 



of M de Pehelan. 24.^ 

figned the adt of abjuration, which was 
drawn up by the Archbifliop; and is ad- 
ded to thefe letters in the fecond edition, 
which has not been the laft, 

10. jlcolleSlion of fome-fmall traSts 
fipon different fubjeBs of importance-^ 
printed in ty 22. 

This colleftion, publi(hed feven years 
after the author's death, contain? a Let^ 
ter upon frequent communion i another 
in anfwer to Mr. Guy de Seve de Roche^ 
chouart^ bifliop of Arras, Upon reading 
the fcriptures in the vulgar tongue ; three 
letters to F. Lami, a benediSine monk 
of the congregation of S. Maur, TJpon 
predejlination ; and a Difcourfe delivered 
at the confecration of his royal highnefs 
Jofeph Clement of Bavaria^ EleBor of 
Cologne^ Bijhop and Prince of Liege ^ ^r, 

AH the pieces contained in this col- 
lection are alfo found in an edition of 
the Spiritual compoftiom in 5 volumes. 
They make up the laft volume of it. 
They have added alfo three letters more 
of the Archbifhop to F. Lami, which 
^re not in this coliedion, and whetioC 
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the mofl: confiderable treats of the fuu 

turt of grace. 

The two following printed pieces may 
alfo be added to this catalogue. 

1 . A ritual for the ufe of the diocefe of 
Camhroj^ printed in 1 707. 

The preface^ whicn is fet before thii 
ritual, with the ihort exhcMTtations or 
inftruAions how to receive the facra- 
ment worthily, were written by M. dc 
Cambrav* In the reft he has almoft en- 
tirely followed the ritual of his prede- 
ceflbrs, with very little alterations. 

2. A colleStion of mandates publijhed 
upon the lents Jubilees^ and public k pray- 
ers^ printed in 171 3, 

Befides the mandates in this collec-* 
tion, there is one alfo extant for lent in 
1 7 14, bearing date Feb. 4, and ano- 
ther for the firft j ubilee of the year 1 7 o i , 
granted by Our holy father Pope Cle- 
ment XI. at his entrance upon his pen* 
tificate» This mandate bears date June 
J5, 1701. 

F I N I S^ 
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